In two Diſcourtes ; 


The firſt about Redemption of - 
Time; The ſecond about a - 


deration of our latter end. 


. By John Fox. 
Pal. 90. 12, So teach us to uber our days, = 
that we may apply our hearts t0 wiſdour. "A 
Lam. 1. 9. Her filthineſs is in her therts, fre" 
remembreth not her Lift end, rheref1 re a Bey 
came down wonderfully. 
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Ephef. 5. I'6. 
Redeeming the Tre, becauſe the dys 


are evil. 


N the beginning of this Chapter the 
Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians to holi- 
neſs in general , by ſetting before 
them a perfe& pattern. Be ye followers 

of God as dear Children, and walk in love. ' 
The Favourites of Heaven muſt imitate 
their Father, and like Gideons Brethren, 
reſemble the Children of a King, the Beer 


cept is, Be ye holy, be ye perfed, ar | —% i% 


heavenly Father is perfei:Then he gorgon 
to preſs this great duty, more particularly. 
upon all in their feveral Relations, which 


he urgeth by many Arguments. | And in” b: 
the Text he feemeth to point out the-op- * * 


portunity, to put thoſe and all other 
- Chuiftian duties into practice. See that.you 
walk cireumſpetily, not as Shs bat as wiſe, 
redeeming the time. 


Explication of the Words. 


Time is taken under a double notion: 
there is the ſpace of time, Xegr Qs Tempur, * 
and there js the opportuni- /pacium texaperis 3 

u4106c-eſb cppor- 
'Y of time : Tempas longe. 'M, (1901048, 
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and Tempus commodam; time and oppor- 
cunity differ, time is the duration, or ſuc- 
cc{hon-of ſo many minutes, hours, days 
' bx: years, one after the other, from the be- 
ginning of a mans life to the end thereof, 
Fob 7. 1, 14, 15: Ts there not an appointed 
time for man upon the earth ? opportunity 


is the time apted and fitted in order to this 


or that work or bulineſs,viz. a meeting of 
time and means together,to effec theend. 
This is called the ſeaſon or tempeſtivity of 
time, when time, tide, and wind meet and 


| _ "Claſp together, Eccleſe 3.1. To every thing 


there is a ſeaſon or opportunity of doing : 
Time may be continued when the feafon 
of time is ended 3 the fails of Time may 
be aloft, when the gale of opportunity is 


*.  Toſi.Every time is not a ſpring time,a ſeed 


time,a gaining time, Manna was not to be 
Had*but in the Morning. The beauty of 
time is the opportunity of Time, Eccleſ.3, 
' 11, He hath made every thing: beautiful 
in his cime, this part of time we are to 
redeem. Redeeming denotes the excellent 
worth and 'preciouſneſs of time3 a com- 


modity to be valued above the Gold of 


Ophir, Solomon bids us buy the truth, 
Prov. 23. 23. Our dear Lord counſclled 
a miſerable Church to buy gold and white 
Rayment, Rev. 3.18: And Paul exhorts 
nn | | | us 
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us td buy the time, a Jewel of that price, . 
which-muſt be rcdeemed at any rate. Baſe 
vile things are not wonf to be redeemed, 
but things of worth, namely, mens Li- 
berties, Eſtates, Lives, &c. So our preci- 
ous time. Redeeming the time, becauſe the 
days are evil. 


Th: Words contain two general parts : 


1. An exhortation- to duty., redeem the _ . 


time. 
2. The Reaſon of it, becauſe the days are 

"; / ED 

From the words we may obſerve this 
Dotrine, which ſhall be the ſubje&t of my 
enſaing Diſcourſe. iS 

DoX. The beſt of Saints,or the redeemed 
of God, have need to redeem the time : This 
Epiftle was written to a very famous flou- 
riſhing Church in the pureli times. of. the 


Goſpel, among whom there were . rare 


and fingular Chriſtians, they. were calted- 
Saints, and faithful in Chriſt Feſws, Chap. 
I. I. and choſen of God inChbrijt, before the 


foundation of the World,v, 4.- and-really 


converted,and brought into a State of life; 
Moreover they had learned: the duty of * 
Mortitication, one of the hardeſt Lefſons 3 
in Chriſtianity, Chap. 4+ 22. And were al 7} 
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ſo ſealed unto the day of Redemption, Chap: 
1, 13, 4, 3O. and had the earneſt of their Y 
heavenly Inheritance ; And yet they, whoſe - 
aitainments werc fo high,muſt redeem the 
time. The ſame thing is preſt in different 
terms, Ecclef. 9. To, It is called a working 

. whiic it is day, Fob 9. 4. In the handling 
of this propoſition, I ſhall ſhew you, 


. © 1.When time may be ſaid to be redeemed. 
2. What time muſt be redeemed, 
3. Hiw time muſt be redeemed, | | 
4. Why time muſt be redeemed, 
5. Motives aud direftions to help you, 


— ———— 
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Fixtt, When is time to be redeemed ? 

- ' Anfſw. When time-and duty, like thoſe 

twotwins, Jacob and E ſax, take hold one 
of another,or as two loving Yoak-fellows, 
ro hand in hand 3 when duty attends 
time, as the ſhadow the body, or as the 
Maiden her Miftreſs. 

This is to fill up time with duty, and 
to take opportunity by the' fore-lock, or 
in the-Scripture phraſe, to do the work of 
the day in the day. And to this end op- 
portunities or ſeaſons are to be detired, as 

- they offer an occaſion of ſervice, and of 
doing our duty. This we may fee in holy 


-% 


#6 
David, Pal. 122, 1. I was glad when they 
ſaid unto me, come, let us go up to the houſe. 
of the. Lord, When there was a way open 
to worſhip God in the beauty of holineſs, 
David, rejoyced to fee the true Worſhip- 


z- Pers improve their opportunity, to go to 


that City, the name of which is Febovah 
Shammah, the Lord is there; Ezek, 48. 38. 
And the Prophet Zechariah brings in the 
Saints of God rejoycing in the ſame things, 
Zech. 8.20, 21, 22. Let us go ſpeedily: to 
pray before the Lord, and ſeek t 
Hoſts in. Jeruſalem : I will go alfo. The 
Saints of old were wont to rejoyce when 
the Sabbath. came, becauſe; of the holy 
and heavenly duties of: that day : oppor- 
tunitics and: duty are always to be joyned, 
Gal. 6.10. This is to live according to 
the will of God, 1 Pet. 4.2. and to walk 
cixcumſpedly, redeeming the time, Eph. 
»I5» I7» a 
| : o Wheop we are truly careful to. make 
up former negligence. with double. dili- 
gence,redeeming the time, we recover our 
loſs, Time, according to this Phrafc, 
ſeemeth- to be taken Cap- er ks 
tive; 'and we muſt redeern coma Hhgs cr 
it. ---Redemptions are made Eoift. Sent... 
by purchaſe, to redeem. a. * © - | 
- thing, is to buy. it. for a. price; . the price _ } 
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e Lord of | 


—"(EJ 
.we redeem it with is labour, travel, faith- 
ful and ſerious diligence, and greater aQi- 
' vity and vigour in the proſecutions of our 
duty. When what of time or ſeriouſneſs 


- - hath been wanting in one day or duty, is 


made up, and ſupplied in the next; this 
is the way to repair our ſad (oul-damages. 
For the time paſt of our lives may ſuffice us 
zo have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
1 Pet. 4. 3. Chriſtians, our fins have been 
many ind mighty,but our ſervices Few and 
mean, 'therefore put the' beſt leg before. 

Be not as the ſluggard, like the door up- 
on the hinges, but as the Sun in the Hea- 
vens, that rejoyceth to run his race. The 
band of the diligent maketh rich, Prov. 10. 
4- I heard of one who being a Priſoner 
in a dark Dungeon, when the light was 
brought to him for a little time to eat his 
Aict, would pull out his Eible, and read 
a Chapter, faying , He could find his 


- * month- in the dark, but not read in the 
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dark.: An Argument that he made {Ton- 
# Acience of redeeming his. time. Sir-, to 
* - be. watchful, diligent, laborious, in the 
* faithful improvement of all your time, 
»  Halents, gifts, graces, is the thing here. in+ 
- . ended. The Precept is'for labour, Luke 
13.24, 2 Pet.1.10. And the diligent in 
duty hath the promiſe of Glory; Heb. 11.6. 

Re” ne”: To 
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To them who by patient continuance in well. 
doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, and im- 
mortality, and eternal life, Rom. 2. 7. 
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2, What time muſt-be redecme] ? 
Anſw. All time. 

Time is ſo precious, that not any] of it 
malſi be loſt. The whole time of our life 
muſk beinployed either about our Souls 
in the ſervice of God, or in the works of 
. our callings, or in order thereunte. Parti- 

cularly» _ 
£ 1. The time of Touth. 

2. The time of health aud ftrength. 

3. The time of affliction. 

4. The time of the Goſpel. 4 

5. The time of the $ tbath, or the Lord; 5M 

day in ſpecial muſt be redeemed, 6 

Firlt, The time of Tonth multi be re- 
deemed. The. great God ſtands much 
- upon Priority, to have the firſt and beſt : 
The firſt ripe fruits, the firſt that open» 
eth the Womb. O then offer the Tſaac of 
thy youth, the ſpring and flower of 
thy age 'to God, and fiay not until the 
evil- day. Begin firſt with him. from 
whom. thou had(i thy being,.go about the 
grand affair and work of thy dear and nes- - 
ora foal, betnes _ doſt ingult thy; # 
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felf in the cares of this World. Refolve 


to preſent the firſt ripe fruits to that good 
and gracious Gqd, who defireth the firſt 
ripe fruits. In the bright morning of thy 
life match thy (elf to the King of Glory, 
and become his Bride, before thou art de- 
floured, and defiled by tin and the world. 


It the Coeleſtial ſeeds of Grace be ſown. 


in the morning, the pleaſant and ſweet 
flowers ſpringing out of thoſe ſeeds, will 
invite the Lord Jeſus to come and walk 
in his Garden, Cant. 5. 1. If thou would 
be the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, let him 
that made the houſe, be the firft and chief 
Inhabitant, and ſuffer not thine heart to be 
an. habitation for Dragons and Devils, 


which will be thy undoing to all Eternity. 
-* You young Men, and young Womer, 


know, that the infinitely gracious God 
holds out the Golden Scepter,and inviteth 
you to come unto him. The ruddy Da- 


vid, the child Samuel, the young Timothy, 
 Ood calls, 1 Sam. 1.11, 12. 1 Sam. 3, 10. 
1: Tim. 4.12. and the ſooner you come, the 


better it will be.. Say then, this* inſtant; 
Behold we come 3 thine we are 3 thine we 


. will be 3 come now and take thine own, 


God will accept you,: and take it kindly, 


{.- his arms and boſom is open to you, Fer, 
'-- 2+.2,3. 1 remember the kindneſs -of thy 


youth, 


i 
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-youth, the love of thine Eſpouſal}, when the 
firſt- fruits was holineſs to the Lord. 1f 
you wou!d have the reſpe& and kindneſs - 
of a God, offer unto him the farlilings. of 
the Flock, Gen. 4. 4. viz, thy youthful 
days. If a company of aged feeble per- 
ſons, or Cripples, were tendred to the 
King for Service, he would not accept 
them, 1'Sam. 14.52, Mal. 1.6, 13, 14. 
- David from his youth, and Joſiah while he + 
was youre, began to ſeck the Lord, P/al.. 
71.17. 2 Chron. 34. 3. Young men, if 
. you receive the feed of Grace in the morn- 
ing of your age, it will take the deeper.. 
root and impreifion upon your hearts, and 
cauſe you to bring forth.fruit in old ages 
Cloth will keep colour beſt that is died in 
the wooll, and the veſſel will ſcent longelt. 
of that liquor, with which it is firſt fea» 
foned. O then Remember thy © 
Creator in the days "of thy Prove 22. 26 
' youth, Ecclef. 12. 2. 
2. The time of health and ſtrength is to- 
be improved: you that -are now. ſtrong: * 
and lively, muſtnot expe&.to be; fo at- 
ways: You as well as others, muſt connt- | 
upon diſeaſes, ſicknefſes, weaknefſes, which: : 
ITE you to your Houſes, Cham= 


i; and: Beds :: now then, while your: | 
* firength and- health "of Body; and.nata-- / 
- EIN ra | 


ws 19. » bf 
ral vigour. 1s —— be mindful of 
your work and time, 
Luke 13. 34 The greateſt duties and 
' x Cor: 9. 24, 25+  qjfficultics in- Heavens 
| Epheſ. 6. 12. | 
x Tim, 6. 12, way are ſet forth by. 
ſtriving, wreſtling, tight» 
ing, running, which requires the belt of 
our time and moſt of our ſirength. Can a 
ſick and weak man run ſo faſt as to ob- 
tain, or ſo firive and conflid as to over- 
come, judge ye: King Saxl choſe the 
ſirong and valiant for his Service. *Tis the 
firong muſt run the race, P/al. 19. 4. and 
' "the young muſt overcome the evil one, 

I. Fohi 2.14, If a man had a buſineſs of 
great concerament, or a matter of. life and 
death that required time, firength, and 
diligence, for the doing of it, and ſhould 
omit it until he were ſtricken in years, or 
- till iickneſs or weakneſs invade him, every 
ane would; be ready. to charge him with 
folly. 

It a Carrier amongſt many ſtout ftrong 
Horſes, had one poor,lame, ſick horſe, and 
ſhould lay. the burden of the greate(t 
weight ang worth upon that poor, weak 
Jades. we (hould conclude that either he 
was crucl, or. that he wanted the under- 
flanding of a man. . This is ouv caſe, the 


great affix: of immortal Souls, requireth - 
time, 
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time, ſirength, diligence, and all little - 


- enough. And ſhall we charge the whole 


ſirels of our everlaſting ſtate upon a few. 
days ſickneſs, and weakneſs before our: 
death, God forbid, Ecelef. 12. 3, 4. 


3. The time of affliflion muſt be redeem- 
ed. Chriſtians, # the way of adverſity we 
muſt confider, Ecclel. 7. 14. It was the 
time. of Facobs trouble, when the Apoſile- 
exhorted Believers to redeem .the time: 
God ſpeaks by his Rod, as well as by his 
Word, to both which we muſt have an car. 
God ſometimes teaches -his; as:Gideon the. 
men of Szccoth, Fxdges 1. 16. with thorns 
and bryars of the Wilderneſs. Let the: 
affliction be of what kind =) 
or degree ſoever, cither _ Baa tel of 
upon our Perſons, Names, pal,gg. 12. 
Eſtates, Families, Church Bi 26 | 
or Kingdom,yea, and of long continuance, 


-we.are (0 look upon it as from God, and: 


for qur good., For every atflition (peaks 


 tousin the language of Ehud to Eglon, IT 


have a mſſpge unto thee from God ; And* 
God will reckon. with us for the Rods he: 


w 


lays upon us: I ſhall ſpeak more to this in 


another place. . 


41h | 
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4. The time of the Goſpel muſt be re- 
deemed. Goſpel-time is our ſp'ritual 
harveſt, and- it js notorious folly to ſleep 
—_— or loyter 'in Harveſt. The 
> Tim: 30, time of the Goſpel is a 


Ezck. 13.8, time indeed, vs. a t me of 


Rom. 5. 8 light, a time of Jove, a time 
John 5 '", of life, a time of- liberty. 
A 1% Now the Trumpet of Jubile 

ſoundeth, and all Debts and Mortgages 
may be taken up and releaſed. Here's 
liberty for tbe poor Captives, and the open- 
ing of the priſou to them that are bound. 
"Tis now an accepted time, a day of falva- 
tion, 2 Cor.6,2. a time to accept, or a 
time to be accepted.a golden.and glorious 
time indeed. Behold,now 


_ , "crept there is a broad and clear 
bile, edi tos Way to his Mercy-Seat,the 


flaming. Sword is. gone 


the partition wall is down, a!l Bars and 


Gates are removed,. an A& of Indemnity 
is proclaimed;and there is a free admiflion 
for all to come and be ſaved 3 Pardons are 

ready, 1/2. 45-6, 7, Iſai 45. ' 
Sinners, your dear. Lord Jefus,the great 
Peace-maker, is now an important Sujtor 
iato your periſhing Souls, namely an in- 
: | viting, 


; 
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viting,knocking,waiting,promiſing Chriſt, 
Prov. 1.22, 9, 4. Iſa.65.2. - 

Mat. 11. 26. Kev. 3. 20. Gaoo ever anus 
Cant. 5. 2. .Zob.6. 36. the eſt, aud fon confie 
T rcaſfures of Grace are tuit rebus omnibus 
opened , and offered to Momenta, ut obla- 
fale upon calle terms, wen ns ae ER 
without money, and witb- Or 

out price, Iſa.55. 1. Rev. 3.17. O make 
ſpeed and come, make the purchaſe, buy 
the Pearl of price that*s better than Ru- 
bies, and you ſhall have a Treaſure in. 
Heaven. The favour of God-, precious 
Blood, white Rayment, tried Gold, and. 
the eternal life of your never-dying Souls: 
is worth the having : conſider allo that 
now the Holy Ghoſt calls and offers his. 
aſfiftance to cloſe the bargain, to tye the. 
Marriage-knot: between Chrift and your 
fouls, Heb. 3. 1f you loſe this opportunity, . 
you may never have the like. The Spirit 


- and the Bride ſaith come, Rev. ult. 17. 


5. The time of the Sabbath or Lords-day © 
muſi be redeemed : We muſi have a ſpe- 
cial care of ſanRifying that: day, it be- 
ing the Sabbath of the Loxd our God. 
This golden day from mozxning to:night 
mult be {ſpent in the ſervice and worſhip of: 
our Lot, either in publick, private, or.ſc- 
cret,. 
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" lately was hanged 
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cret duties, and not part of it mult be loſt; 


Take no liberty upon that day-for frothy, 
" vain, and unprofitable 
diſcourſe or recreations, 
or to ride, buy, ſell, or 
work. This dreadfa] , 
God-provoking tin of 
Sabbath-breaking , is a 
fin in faſhion 3' hundreds 
in this Nation ſerve the 
Devil more upon the 
Lords-Day than on other days. Then men 
are at leiſure to ſerve the Devil, and fati(- 
fie their-luſts, and go-to the Ale-houſe, 
or to exerciſe themſelves in. ſports and 
paſtimes, O that Magiſtrates, Miniltcrs, 
Maſters of Families, and Parents, would: 
look to it, Neb. 13. 17. The Lord of the. 
Sabbath commanded thee, that thou and 


The Youth that 


for murdering his 
Fellow Servant , 
confeſſed thar his 
Sabbath-breaking 

made way for all 
his other prodigi- 
ous ſins, 


tby Son, thy Daughter, thy Man-ſervant, 
and all within thy Gate , keep that day. 


boly. .* i © 

The Sabbath is called a holy Convoca- 
tion , Lev. 23. 2. and the: Lord of the. 
day is an infinitely holy, juſt, and jealous 
God. The Sabbath heretofore was called. 
Regina - dierum, the. Queen of days; in 
the New Teltament it's called-The Lords 


_ day, Rev. 1. 10. a day in which we com- 


memorate the greatelt mercy, viz.. the 
| glorious. 


LS 
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glorious Refurreion of our crucified 
Lord.and that which the pureſt Chriſtians 
in the pureſt times did carefully obſerye. 
In the Primitive times, a ſerious and: 
firi&> obſervation of the Lords day, was 
a trial or badge of Chriſtianity. When 
the queſtion. was propounded, Servaſti Do- 
minicum ? haſt thou kept the Lords day ? 
the anſwer was returned, Chriſftianus ſum, 
intermittere 101 poſſum. I am a Chriſtian, 
and cannot intermit it. It was a ſaying 
of an eminent Divine , that he would 
judge of a mans Religion according to 
the reverence and care he had in keeping 
the Sabbath. Chriſtians you are to keep 
your Lords Refi, and perform the holy 
duties of his worſhip chearfully, reverent- 
ly, ſpiritually, Fohz 4.24. It ever you 
think-to celebrate an eternal Sabbath with 
God in Glory, be careful of this uy To 
enforce it; conlider, | 
1. How firictly the Holy God: imp6- 
fethit, and to whatend it:is ; Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it boly., Exodus 
20. 8. This bleſſed day. for communion 
with God, is to be premeditated upon be- | 
fore it cometh ; ; therefore in the evening 
before the Sabbath, let all your neceſſary 
occafions be done up, that you may have 


nothing but what: becometh the tar 
| chat 
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that day, Bg like Davids. good man, P/al. 


112.5. ordering your affairs with diſcretion, 


eſpecially your ſpiritual: affairs. If. you ex- 
pected the company ob ſome worthy 
Friend, would you be found in. a flutti{h 
poſtare, or {weeping, and cleanſing your 
houſes on that day, and all out of order ? 
On the Lords-day you ſhould: vehemently 
_ expe the approach and preſence of the 
- King of Glory, therefore make all ready 
to entertain him. 

2. Remember the excellent Epithets 
and. Titles of this bleſſed day, it is called 


@ High day, a Holy day, the Holy of tbe _ 


Lord, Honourable, Ia. 58. 13. Therefore 
let it be redeemed, loſe no more Sab-» 
baths, : 

; 3+. Conſider the bleſſings and ſoul-bene- 
fits-of that day, if it be rightly obſerved. 
It js your Lords Market-day,in the which 
you have the precious Oil, the golden 


Mines, and Treaſure of Grace 'opencd: 


' ' that day. There arcfpiritual dainties for 
your hungry ſouls, to which -you are by 
Chriſt invited that day, 1/72. 54. 1. The 


Holy Ghoſt doth breath and blow that | 


day» by the {ecret and ſweet gales whereof 
Saints. mount up toward Heaven. The 
great God comes down, and gracious 
fouls aſcend that day, Rev. 1. 10. And:the 
| FE TO _ Eunuchs 
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Eunuchs that keep Gods Sabbaths, have 
the promiſe of a Name in his houſe for 
ever, Iſa. 56. 4, 5, F might add, the ſevere 
threatnings, and Gods fingular judgments 


' upon the prophaners of the Sabbath, or 


Lords day. The man that was found ga- 


_ thering ſticks upon the Sabbath-day, by an 


immediate command from God was fto- 
ned to death, Namb.15.32,34,35,36. 


——_— ——} 
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How Time muſt be redeemed. 


I. By taking and improving all opportunities 
for the glorifying: of God. 

2, By laying bold on the preſent time, and 
now day of grace for ſetling and ſecuring _ 
your everlaſting ſtate, " 

3. By improving the preſent means of grace, _. 
for your ſpeedy growth in grace. 


. 4+ By doing all the good you can to others 


while you may. 

5. By labouring to keep up conflant commu- 
nion with God in holy Duties, - 

6. By improving every providence and out- 
ward croſs for inward and ſpiritual 
advantages. 

7. By caſting up your accounts every day;that 
you may make even with God. 


; : | 8, By | 3 
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8. By lahourlug to order every days work, in 

reference to your: laſt day; That naving 
finiſhed your wark you may bs fit to leave 
. this World. | | 


I.. By taking and improving all occaſions 


for the glorifying of God : Dear Chrikians, 


this is your Fathers butineſs, and the 
great errand for which you had your be- 


_ Ing. 


You were born, an1 new-born, to {erve 
| the intereſt of the Holy 
Tempus non poteſ® ..4 bleſſed God in the 


De o o : . 
EEE World ; this is that glo- 
loc. rious end, for which 


you ſhould - ſpend. your 


: ; firength and time, and lay out your ſelyes 


to-the very utmoſt. That which 'is the 
chief end of your. life, viz. to diſplay 
and propagate Gods glory in the World; 
muli not be negle&ed, other things are 


infinitely inferior, and muſt be ſubordi- - 
. nated unto this. For the thoughts and 
. detigns of ſerving the intere(k of your 


Lord, is that which you muſt be always 


| driving on in this evil World, God ex- 


pes it, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods he- 


fore me, Exod. 20. 3. God will be exalted 


in the heart, and in our life too. I will be 


people 


—_ 


glorified, faith the Lord, before: all the 


people, Lev. 10,3. One way or other, the 


great Creator will have glory by all his 


Creatures. God made all things for himſelf, 
the World to be a viſtble and wonderful 


Declaration of his excellent Glory, fo that 
it-is his due debt : Pſal. 29.1 2. Pſal.g6,8, 


Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his * 


Name, to walk: with God in our whole * 


courſe, to defign- his -glory, is the prime 


mark of our Saint-ſhip and fincerity. 
This is the white in the mark we ſhould- 


aim at, the thing we ſhould purſue reſo- 
Jurely, vigorouſly, with all our might. 
Whether we pray, or preach, or read, 
or heaf,or celebrate Sabbaths, or converſe, 
exhort, or reprove, or indeed, buy, fell, 

plow, ſow, cat, drink, let it not be done 
for the World, or the intereſt of the fleſh : 

We ſhould have ſuch a high efteem of 
God, and ſuch firong; deſires, and firong 
affeRions to him, that the pleaſing, prat- 


. fing, and magnifying of God in all our 


ways might be our main endeavour. 
Chriſtians, you are choſen out of the 
World to be Gods witneſſes, if you do 
net appear for God, his honour. and in- 
tereſt, none will : Al ( ſaith the Holy 
Apoſtle) ſeek their own, Ph11. 2.21. but 
you are to deny , and keep under felt, 
which i is directly oppolite| to the honour 
0 


PI. = rp 


(20) | 
of your God. Wicked men are bold and 
reſolute in a way, of fin, to bear up the 
Intereſt of the Prince of Darkneſs,and will 
not you be as ative for the Intereſt of 


your Lord? The Martyrs would rather die 
than diſhonour God, who burning with - 


zeal to Gods Glory, would gloritie him 
in the very fire. God hath made you 
honourable, -Iſz. 43. 4. being Kings and 
Prieſts, and inrolled you among the firſt- 
born that are, written in Heaven. You 
have a place in his heart, and. a name in 
his houſe, you are veſſels of honour, and 
ſhall be honoured, that we might be to the 
glory of bis Grace; Your everlaſtihg Fa- 


+ - ther hath marked you, and ſet his ftamp 


and ſeal upon you, and put a principle of 
life within you, that ye might love him, 
and live unto him. The man that refuſed 


to bear up-his deceaſed Brothers name, | 


Dent. 25. 9. was-to have his face ſpit on 


in the face of the Congregation. But. 


ſhame and everlaſting contempt will be 
upon their faces,that will not ſtand up for 

-the konour of the holy God, Dan. 12,2. 
' Chriſtians, *tis the fin that reflects diſho- 
nour on Gods Name, therefore allow it 
not in-your ſelves,and prevent it what you 
can in-others. Remember your time, and 
redeem Gods Glory, your days are evil, and 

| you 
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you have but a few-days for this work; 
do it, and Gad will own you, and ad- 


vance you to aKingdom. 

Beloved in the Loxd, though you differ 
in other things, agree in this to gloritic . 
God on Earth, that:you may with one mind 
and one mauth plorifie God, Rom. 15. & 
Every one that's Godly, crying out with 
Holy David, 'Plal. 34.3. O magnifie the 
Lord with me. and let us exalt his. Name t6+ 
gether. 1 Cor. 10. 32. Joh. 14. Epheſ. 1.6. - 
As many as are perfe& will be thus minded, 
Pal. 3. | 

2. By laying hold wpon the preſent time 


or now day of grace for the ſetling and ſe. 


curing your everlaſting (tate, or bleſſed Eter_ 


| nity. Your-ſouls concerns are the 'greateſt . 
| yea, of infinite moment, and the things' 
| of Eternity claim a ſuperiority.If you pur- 
| Poſe to do your ſouls good, you muſt firſt 
# fcck the Kingdom of God, Mat. 6. 33. 

and take the Kingdom of Heaven with 


violence, Mat. 12.12. Let me die the death 
of tbe Righteous,or a Lord have mercy ou me 
when you come to die, will not do, Naumb. 
23. Io. Mat.25, 11. And know inner, 
it muſt be done in this thy day, now or 


never, Luke 19. 42. While the door ol 


Grace is open,before the Bfidge be drawn, 


4 and mercy gone, 1/2. 55. 6, This muſt be 


done. I. By 


i IX a EDS ANAL Ea AN od a 
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1. By complying with'the prefent Call 
of. the Goſpel, in  cloling | immediately 
with Jzſus Chriſt, and in giving and re- 
Ggaing/your ſelves wholly unto him. This 
is that one thing neceſſary, that muſt be 
done (peedily, to ſecure your ſouls, to pro- 
vide for their everliſting welfare. There- 
fore do not procraftinate or delay it for a 
World. *Tis thy. grand affair, that muſt 
make thee or mar thee to. eternity. He 
that believes, (hall be ſaved, he that be- 
lieves not, is condemned already, Foh.3, 6 


Fob.8.24. Job.1.12. If you do not now im-. F 


brace the Lord Jeſus upon the great and 
glorious terms of the Goſpel, you will 
as certainly be damned, as if you were in 
Hell among the Devils already, 2 Theſ.r. 
8,9. Heb.2.3, 18. You that want Chrift 


will you welcome Chriſt, ſaying with thy. | 
foul 3 Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, þ 


- enter thou King of Glory ; Pſal. 24. 7. 
Thine is the Kingdom, take the Throne, 
fit upon the chiefeſt Chariot, take up thy 
lodging in my heart for ever, and ſuffer 
© Not the dead Child to lic in the place of 
the.living Child 3 and a dead World, and 
damnable Luſts, where my Lord ſhould 
lodge : O bleſſed day and happy hour, in 
which the Heir of Heaven, and periſhing 
finners meet, and are married ! Here is a 
p Bn match 
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match for you! . will you renounce all 
others, Sin, the Devil,and Carnal Compa- 
nionszand joyn your ſelf to the Prince of 
Life? ſpeak the word, and the work is 
done} open the door, and he will certain- 
ly come in,and take up his abode for ever. 
All that the Father hath given him, ſhall 
come to him 3 and him that cometh he 
will in no wiſe caſt outs Job. 6.37. Rev.3. 
-20. Iſa. 26. 13. Iſa. 44.5. 2 Cor. 8. 5. 
Ads 16.30. | 

2, By repenting without delay. This 
is the ſecond great work, in which you 
muſt make ſpeed; for until this be done, 
you are in danger every moment of drop-. 
ping down to: Hell. Remember the ſad 
fiory of the Woman, who, when her 
houſe was on fire, had her Child burned 
while ſhe was ſaving ſome of her goods. 


F Sinners, your danger is great, your oppor- 


tunities are flying, fly you as faſt. Let me 
ſay to thee as the Angel to Lot, Gen. 19. 
16,17. when in danger of being burned, 
eſcape for thy life.ſtay not leſt thou be conſn- 
med, The Life and Salvation of thy 
Soul cannot be ſecured without this, Acis 
II. IS, 2 Cor.7, 10, Luke 13. 3. There- 
fore labour to know the plague of thy 
heart,1 Kings 8.28. and plow up the fal- 
low ground ſow in tears, and ſet bag 

| B | ' 


it this inſtant, before this day be ended, 


this Sermon ended, leſt it ſhould be ſaid 


of thee, as of that Woman Fezebel, Rev. 
2. 21, Tpgave her ſpace to repent, and (he 


repented not, and ſo Goas fury come forth 


like fire, and burn, and none-can quench it, 
Jer. 4. 3, 4+ 

3. By making it your great buſineſs to 
ﬀecure an intereit in Chritt, getting your 
E vidences for Heaven bright and clear. 
Chriſtians, till you have gotten the 
pledges and tokens of Geds love to your 


Souls, till you are affured of the truth of | 


your Faith, and the fincerity of your rc- } 


pentance, and hereby of the pardon of F 


ſin, and of your intereſt in the Lord | 


Jeſus, you can have little comfort in your 
Souls or boldneſs towards God. There- 
fore, with might and main, work out 
your falvation, Phil. 2. 12. Make your 
Calling and EleGion ſare, that upon cer- 
" "ain grounds you may ſay as the Church, 
' Lam. 3. 24. The Lord is my portion, ſaith 
my Soul, Doubtleſs thou art our Father, Iſa. 
63.16. Or as holy Fob in his deep zffli- 
Gion, Job. 19.25, I know my Redeemer li- 
verh : I am thine, ſave me, Pſal. 119. 91. 
Truly I am thy Servant. T am my beloveds, 
and my Beloved is mine, Cant. 2.16. Chri- 


fiians, this aſſuring Faith is attainable 3 | 
| FORT pray | 


. . 


'-, pray. for it, and vigorouſly preſs after it 


that you may be ſealed up unto the day of 
Redemption, that ſo an entrance may be 
minilired unto you, into the everlaſting 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1. 10,11. And O how 


well have they redeemed their preci- 
ous Time, that have ſecured their never- 
dying fouls. Know this, That Afſurance 
requires both diligence and perſeverance 
therefore you mult be conſtant in the uſe 


_ of means, and lay hold on every opportu-, 


nity of enjoying the Goſpel. This our Lord 
commendeth in Mary, calling her attend- 
ance on the Word preached,a chuting the 
good part, Luke Io. 42. there you will 
taſte the Chry(tal ſtreams, and view the 
Golden Mines of ſound Doctrine, and 


Wells of Salvation. This is the place of 


Spiritual wonders, where the dead are 
raiſed, the Leapers clenſed, the eyes of 
the blind opened, and the Devils cjeed. 
Goſpel Ordinances are the Golden Gal- 
lcrics where the King of Glory walketh'; 
the bed where immortal Souls are begot- 
ten unto God, and jn which the _ 
hearts do travel till Chrifi be formed in 
them. Through theſe golden pipes, the 
water of Life js poured out upon thirſty 
panting Souls, for the cheering of their 

2 Opirtis 
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Spirits. Here is the Da@trine Preached, 
and words whereby thou muſt be ſaved, 
Afr 10. Here Chriſis Mother found him, 
It being the place where the Bridegroom 
and the Bride meet and (olace themſelves 
together. Do not forſake the ſolemn A(- 
ſemblies, remember what Thomas loſt by 
being abſent when Chrift came. O come 
to the Poſts of Wiſdoms Doors, and with 
empty Pitchers ſet your ſelves under the 
ſpouts of the Sancuary. Tis upon theſe 
* waters the Angel moves, and Souls are 
healed. This is the School where all Gods 
Children are taught of God, and infiru- 
Qed unto the Kingdom of God. © 
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3. By improving the preſent means of ; 


Grace, for your ſpeedy growth in Grace, that 
fo the grain of Muſtardſeed might be- 


come a great Tree, at, 13. 52, The © 


Chriſtians courſe is compared to a Race, 
a walk, tothe morning light, x Cor. 9. 
24. Rom.$, 1. and therefore you muſt go 
on, and be progreſſive whilſt you live. Be- 
lievers ſhould be as greedy of grace; as 
the men of the world are of gain 3 be- 
cauſe one grain of grace is more worth 
than an houſe full of Gold,yea, better than 
- Rubjes. You are compared to Stars, to 
fruitful trees,planted by the Rivers of wa- 
tcr,and'you ſhould gliſter and ſhine _ 
| ar 
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dark night of Helliſh Prophaneſs, and 
live down, and convince this acculing de- 
bauched Generation. The Trees of the 
Lord ſhould be full of ſap, Pſal. 104. 16. 
being grafted into the true Olive,and un- 
der the ſweet dews of Heaven, you ſhould 
flouriſh in the Courts of the Lord, and 
bring forth fruit in old age, Pſal. 92: 12, 
13,14. Chriſtians keep your Lamps burn- 
ing,and hold on your way, that the David 
of grace may wax fironger and ſtronger. 
Make no ftop, but ſtrain to get and keep 
before, that you may win the prize. 
Growth in Grace is required of the high- 
eft Gyant,as well as of the loweſt Dwazf in 
Grace, - They ſay of the Crocodile, he . 
groweth as long as he livethz and when 


; he ceaſeth to grow he ceaſeth to live. How 


many poor creeping Chriftians are there, 
who can hardly keep life and foul toge- 
ther,being like the door upon the hinges, 
Prov.26.14. and why, but becauſe they are 
come to a pitch, and paſt growth, as ſoon 
as ſprung up above ground. It there be the 
truth of Grace;there will be an endeavour 
after the ſtrength of Grace where is life, 
there is growth, 2 Pet.2.2, The path of the 
Juſt is as the ſhining light, that (pineth more 
and more unto the perfe@ day,Pro.q-18. Sirs 
up,and be doing, preſs towards the mark, 
_ Add 
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Add to your Faith Vertne; toVertue,Know- 
dojge ; to Knowledge, Temperance , to Tem- 
perance, Patience; to Patience, Godlineſs 
that ye be neither barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowleage of our Lord and Saviour Fe- 
ſus Chriſt. Be ye. therefore fiedfaft, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord. And if ye do theſe things, you 
ſball never fall, 1 Cor. 15. verſe laſts 
I Pet. 1. 8,6, 9.4 

4. By doing all the grod we can to others, 
while we have opportunity. As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good un» 
to all men. Hereby we imitate that cha- 


racer of Divine Goodneſs, Pal. 119.68. 


Thou art.goed, and dofk good. Let every one 
pleaſe his neighbour for bis good #0 edj Can 
2i01, Rom. 15. 10. Theſe four ways we 
mult do good to others. 

7. This muſt be done eſpecially in 
your Families, to them that are more im- 
mediately under your charge.z and for 
whom you muſt ſhortly give an account 
to the dreadful Judge of quick and dead. 
If Chriſt be come to thy heart, let Reli- 
gion be {ct up in thy houſe without delay. 
If chou art really gracious, be relatively 


2 200d,fecking the profit of many, that they 


- m:y be ſaved, 1 Cor, 10. 33. Sirs, if you 
* would not be guilty of Soyl-blood, Soul- 
i murder, 
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murder, reſolye to ſet up the Worſhip of 
God in your Families, and let Family work 
ſtoop to Family Worſhip. Endeavour to 
teach thy Children and Servants to know, 
obey, and ſerve the Lord, who is a rewar- 
derof them that diligently ſeek him. If 
you are the Children of faithful A4bra- 
ham, do as he did, andiwalk in his path, 
Foba 8.39. The holy heart-ſearching God 
witnefſeth of Abraham, Gen. 18. 19. [7 
know him. that he will command his Chil- 
dren, and bis bouſhould after him, and they 


i ſhall keep the way of the Lord. "Tis a great” - 


truſt to-have the charge and truſt of Souls; 
therefore let not your Children and Ser= 
vants live as they lif but command thern- 
out-of the ways of ſin, which will certain= 
ly bring-them to- Hell. Oh that Parents 
and Maſters of Families would take” up 
holy F:ſaab's reſolution, Foſh. 24. 15. As 
for me and my houſe, we will ſerve tbe Lord. 
But on the contrary, many ſeem, as it 
were to have baniſhed God and the Pra- 
Rice of - Piety ovt of their houſes as if 
Parents and Children, Maſters and Ser- 
vants were reſolved to ſerve the Devil, 
and to go to Hell, John 5. 44. The neg- 
le& of Family duties is a dreadful and 
provoking fin, and that ( as a Godly Mi» 
niftcr ſaid.) which will untile the Hoaſe, * 
So B..4.. and 


(30) 
3nd cauſeth God to-rain Curſes upon the 
Tablc: Read and tremble at.the Prophets 
imprecation, Jer. 10. 25. Pour out thy fu- 
ry #pou the Fleatben that know thee not; and 
«pon the families that call not on thy name, 

How many prayerleſs Husbands do give 
occaſion to their Wives to ſay to them, as 
Zipporah to her Husband, Exod. 4.25. A 
bloody Hesband art thou to me. Your 
Wives, Chnilaren, Servants, will tadly 
bewail it, and cry out Ifving or dying : 
Oh that ever we were married to ſach 
Husbands, born of ſuch Parents, bound to 
ſuch Maſters that had. no regard to-ferve 
God or care of Souls ! It you are Chriſii- 
ans indeed,let a conſtant courſe of reading 
the Word,Chatechifing and Prayer be kept 
up in your houſes3 for when death hath 
ſeparated you and your Relations, it will 
orieve you to the heart, that yeu did no 
more to further the good of their preci- 

' ous Souls, Adis 10.2, 30, © 

2. By taking all occaſions, where ever 
you are, or come, to further the Cover- 

tion of periſbing finners. If youhave taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, and are taken 
out of the Iron Furnace as Fire-brands,out 
of the burning, where,” where is your 

+ pity and bowels to ſouls in peril ? Can 

you be contented to be happy, Jude. 22. | 
| | _ and 
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and to go to Heaven alone, and not en- 
deavour by your prayers, councels,and ex- 
amples, to perſwade and draw others into 
Heavens way? wicked men are aCtive for 
the Devil, who like Snails, leave their 
ſlime behind them, wherever they come 
and are emptying the poyſon of fin one 
into the other,. and: ſo furthering their 
damnation. What -Multitudes do you ſee 
weltring in their blood, and making pol 
haſi to hell, whoſe deſperate and deplo- 
rable cafe ſhould excite your compaſſion, 
and cauſe you to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon 
for their Salvation? Your dear Loxd, 
whom you ſhould imitate,vent about doing. 
good, Adis 10. 38, He improved his op- 
portunity, ( Foh# 4. ) to convert a no- 
torious ſinner 3 though weary and thirſty,, 
was not careful of haſting the meat, -be- 
cauſe. he preferred the opportunity to: 
bring her Soul out of Satans ſnare, and to 
ſave her. When at your Tables, or buy-- . 
ing or ſelling, or travelling, opportunity. 


' may be taken to ſpeak of God, and the. 


things of God, and to. leave ſome con- 
viction upon the company.. Thus Philip: 
falling in with the Eunuch whillt he was. 
riding on his way. homewards from Jerw- 
ſalem, cloſed with him, and was an in- - 
Krument toſave the ſoul of him he never. 
B. 5; ſaves 
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ſaw before, As'S., And by the Heavenly 


Diſcourſe which dropped from the mouth 
' of Mr. Carter, Paſtor of Braixford in Suf- 
folk, a Gentlewoman was converted while 
ſhe was —_— him in his Chamber, 
-warming his Bed. A word ſpoke in 
ſeaſon, through Gods bleiling may ſave a 
Soul 3 and it is our duty to endeavour it. 
Mr. Ignatius Fordan of Exeter, was ex- 
ceeding inſtrumental this way 3 who would 
go from houſe to houſe to put his Neigh- 
bours in-mind of their ſouls concerns. Ho- 
 Iy David was not afraid or aſhamed to 
ſpeak of God before Kings, and} to?tell 
what God hath done for his foul: and, faid 
he, I-will teach tranſgreſſors thy ways, and 


finners ſhall be converted unto thee, Pſal. 51, 


13. for, be that" converteth a ſinner from the 


| ] evil of his way ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, 


Fam. 5. 20, When at any time your 
neighbours are fick,and under the hand of 
God,take that opportunity to vilit them, 
to put them in mind of Death and Judge-. 
ment,and to make them ſenlible of.the ne- 
ceſſity of Faith and Repentance, without 
which there can be no hopes of Heaven. 
Our Proverb js,to ftrike while the Tron is bot. 
Upon a. bed of languiſhing, when Death 
looks men in the face, they ſeem-ſerious 
and tit to receiye the imprefſfion of: faith=- 
| ful 
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fall Councel for their Souls. - To-which, 
joyn ſerious prayers . for, the prayer of 
Faith, (faith the Apoſile ) ſpall ſave We 
fick , and it may fave the Soul. 

3; By provoking and encouraging our. 
fellow brethren in the way 'to Heaven. 
We muſt exbort one another daily, while it 
is called to day, Heb. 3. 13. And provoke 
one another unto love, andsto good works ,.. 
and ſo much the-more as we ſee the day ap+ 
proacbing, Heb. 10, 24, 25. Wicked men, 
and the Children of the Devil, have their: 
go withw;..and do ſtir up one another in 


the way to Hellz. and ſhall not Saints 


edifice and build up one another in- their 
moſt boly Faith. Rom. 14.19, 15; 1 fohs. 
5. I1. Eph. 4.29. 1 Cor. 14.26. Jude 20... 
They that feared the Lord,ſpake often one 10 . 
another, Mal. 3. 16. Chriftians-ought and. 
ſhould ſpend that time in ſerious and pro-.. 
fitable diſcourſe, which others ſpend and: ' 
waſte in idle and vain diſcourſe. Say with - 
the man after Gods own heart, Come all. 
yor that fear God, and I will tell you what- 
he hath done for my ſoul. That which. 
you have ſeen and heard, you muſt de- 
clare one to another, 1 Fob. 3. 3. Hereby- 
be helping forwards toward Heaven, and: 
comforting one another by the comfort | 


wherewith cur: (clyes . are. comforted- of- 
God, ,gh Fs 
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God, 2 Cor. 1. 4. #hen thou art converted 


- firengthen thy Brethren, Luke 22, 32. 


4. We muſt do good to others, by di- 


- Aiributiog to their eutward wants and ne- 


ceſlities, and hereby lay wp 4, treaſure in 
Heaven, before our treaſure in earth fail, and 
we loſe both, Mat. 19, 21. This is to ho- 
nour the Lord with your ſubſtance, Prov. 


' 3-9. This is to make freinds with the un- 


righteous Mammon, and to provide your 
ſelves bags which wax not old, a treaſure 


>- In the Heavens that faileth not, Luke 12. 


33-This duty muſt not be forgotten,( Heb. 
13. 16. ) becauſe *tis a ſowing of Seed, 
2 Cor. 9.6. and it will fpring, and bring 


: forth a Crop or Harveſt in this or the 


other World, Eccle. 11. 1,6. God will not 


forget it, Heb. 6.10. The Lord Jefus will 


certainly reward it, Mats. 25. 40. A Well 
done from Chriſt hereafter, will compen- 
fate all the fervice of well-doers here, Mar, 
2.5.31. 

5. By Ilabouring to keep up conſtant com- 


muniou with Godin. all holy duties. Chriſti- 
* ans, you may loſe time in the very ſervice 


of God, if you are not carcfu] therein 
to converſe with him. Take heed of a 
flight ſpirit in ſerious performances. God 


WF lcoks upon the heart, and moſt there. 


+ 
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Se me {c: ious preparation is neceſſary, be- 
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force you-approach the preſence of the high 
and holy God. Foſeph ſhaved himſelf be- 
fore he would come into Pharchs pre- 
ſence. Let your heaven-born Souls in 
every duty,with the Love-ſick Spouſe, go 
out to meet your Lord; and take up with 
nothing elſe. *Tis not the Picture of the 
Husband, but the preſence of the Hus« 
band that can fatiate the truly loving 
longing Spouſe. It is a blefſed fight to ſee 
ſouls working towards God, gaſping 
and panting after the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Pſal. 42. 1,2. O labour for fuch a frame 

of heart, and bewail a narrow and con- 
tracted Spirit. Do not perform Duties for 
Duties fake, ſo as to make Duties the end. 
ot Duties: but as the medium, by which. 
thy Soul may draw nigh to God,and meet 
with him. The countenance and preſence: 
of God in a duty, is the very ſuburbs of 
elory, yea, the very gate of Heaven:Gez. 
29. 17. Letthis be in thy thoughts, and» 
the very. purpoſe of thy heart, and expect: 
it vehemently in every acceſs to God. Let 
thy ſoul follow hard after God, and fay, one 
thing have I deſired of the Lord, that will T 


ſeek after, that I may dwell in the bouſe of 


the Lord all the days of my. life, Pal. 27. 
4+ Pſal. 84. 2. Duties are only the out- 
ward Court,but the form,ſhel}, and carkaſs. 
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of Religion 3 as Pipes without water, 
Breaſis without Milk 5. as Sails without 


I Wind; or as a Body without a Soul, that- 


hath no life. The increaſe of your Grace, 
and Holineſs depends upon your acquain- 


| tance and communion with the God of , 


Grace. - It was Moſes his being on the 


Mount, that made his face to ſhine 3 and: 
the Kings being at the Table, that cauſed - 


the Churches Spikneard to ſend forth the 
fmell thereof,Cant. 1. 12; The preſence of 
the Glorious God on a Sabbath, the pre- 
fence of God in Prayer, or at a+ Sacra- 
ment, will be unto thy Soul. -as marrow 
and fatneſs, and that which will make thy 
hands to drop with Myrrhe, and-thy fin- 
gers with ſweet fmelling Myrrhe. Thus 


'* it was with the Spouſe, when her Beloved 


' put in his hand by the hole of the door, 
Cant. 5. 4, 5+ | 

6. /y improving every Providence, every 
Comfort, every Croſs for Gods Glory and our 
own Spiritual advantage. God doth no- 
thing in vain 3 for he hath a peculiar re- 
{pe& unto the Good of his People in all 
his diſpenſations : he doth time, and mea- 


ſure, and order every dark and afflicting 


providence: for his. Churches advantage, 
 Ffer-:24:5.Rom.8,24. Heb.12.10,11. God's. 
+, chaſining and caching commonly go to- 


gether >. 
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pethier therefore it is, we muſt bear the 
Kod, and who bath appointed it, Mic.6.9, 
The Rod hath a Vozee; Beaſts may feel 
the Rod, but the Believer hears the Rod.. 
Gods Rod ſhould make us like Aarons- 
Rod, bud, blotſom, and to bring forth the 
peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs, Heb. 12, 
11. Now if you would be bettered by af- 
flicion, endeavour to do three things 

1. Tounderſtand the meaning or mind- 
of God in them, for-what fins committed, 
or duties neglected they are ſent: Aﬀicti- 


ons are Gods meſſengers, and we ſhould. 


never be at;,quiet.:till we know their er- 
rand, Fob 10.2. | | 

2. See the hand of God in all thoſe 
Affiicions.. So did David, Pſal. 39. 10.. 
And holy fob, 1.21. Hoſ. 6. 1. 

3. Labour to anſwer the end of God in- 
your ſtraits and troubles, that you might: 
be made more humble, more holy, more 


heavenly than before that we may fay 


and find, that it hath been good for us to 
be afflicted. We have as much reaſon to 
ſeek unto God for a bleſſing upon our dai» 
Iy Rod, as upon our daily Bread. | 

7. Time muſt be redeemed by caſting up, © 


your accounts every day, and ſo to make even. - 
with God, and not get further into his debe.. 
This will be the way to get acquaintance,. 
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to procure a pardon, before you are called; 
- and forced to an account. Secret duties, if 

well done,arcthe ſweeteſt duties 3 and yet 
ſadly neglected by Saints themſelves. You 
ſhould retire every night, and ſpend a 
little time in ſelf-examination 3 and when. 
you lit alone, commune with your hearts, 
and call over the paſſages and actions of 
the day paſt. We read Ger. 24, 63. that 
Tſaac went out in the evening tide to me- 
ditatez a precious duty, but rarely practi- 
ſed. Chriſtians ſhould ſpend void ſpaces 
of Time in Ejaculatory prayer and holy 
Meditation. And O kow hard it is to 
aſcend this Mount of Heavenly Medita-- 
tion ! *Tis very eahe and delightfom to 
think of the World, the pleaſures of ſin, 
Friends, Riches, wordly bufineſ(s ; but to. 
meditate on God, Heaven, -Eternity, the 
inſufficiency and vanity. of the creatures. 
the bitterneſs of fin, the certainty of death. 
and judgement, ( the very inwards of Re- 
ligion ) is very difficult. Before you lie 
. down upon your beds at night, call your 
ſelves to an account by ſuch queſtions as- 
theſe. 

I, I have lived many years: in the- 
world 3 what have I been doing all my. 
dayes? Haye I anſwered the end of my; 
Being * | ; | 
2,. Have 


a. . » 
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2, Havel had a holy awe of God in 
the midſt of my worldly buſineſs this day ? 
What thoughts of Death and Judgment 
have I had ? where hath my heart been? 

3. How have I performed duties this 

day ? What have been. the fins of this 
day, the niercies of this day, that I may 
! beg the pardon of the one, and bleſsGod 
for the other ? 
E: 4. What aſliſftance and Communion 
with God have I had this day in the du- 
tics of his worſhip ? Have not God and 
my Soul been ſtrangers this day, and ma- 
ny days together ?_ 5 

5. What have I done or fpokenf or 
God and his glory this day,in my Family, 
or elſe where? have I demeaned my ſelf 
like a Child of God this day? This is to 
make Religion our buſineſs, or to walk 
in the fear of the Lord all the day. 

6. Improve your time by endeauouring to 
order every days work with reference t0 your 
laſt day. The end of every duty, and the 
- great reaſon of redeemingtime lies heres 
namely, that we may be fit to dye, and 
ſtand before God, Therefore mult we 
glorific the infinite holy God, and make 
him our friend. Hence it is that we muft 
ſecure our ſouls and ſpeedily get into Je- 


fas Chriſt and grow in grace, do good to 
El IE others 
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others» call our felves to an account, and 
ckar our title unto heaven, that all our 
work may be done up while it is day, and 
none left to do,let death-call when it will. 
The Reaſons why. our precious- Time 

muſi be redeemed} are . 

 F, Becauſe the days are evil. 

. 2. Becauſe it is a conliderable part of 
our Chriſtian Wiſdom. 

Reaſon 1, Becauſe the-days are evil. 
Fhis is the Apoſtles Argument to inforce 
the duty. Precious Time, and evill days 
run parallel; therefore no part of a little 
time muſt be loſt. I ſhall inftance in. a few 
particulars to make it appear. 

1. The Tares of falſe Dotivine, or Dia- 
bolical,Blaſphemons, Damnable Opinions,do 
abonnd. How do the Devils Agents endea- 
vour to raze and undermine the very 
foundations - and the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Faith ? Thoſe old and damna- 


ble Hereſies that have been condemned and % 


expunged out of the Church of God, are 
greedily ſmbraced and ſwallowed down 
by more than a few, 2 Tim. 3.1. and 4-3; 
2 Pet, I. 12, Te therefore, Beloved, ſeeing 
you know theſe things before, beware left ye 
alſo being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall, from your ſtedfaſt neſs, 2 Pet. 
3-17. 2 Time, I, 13, 

- Mens 
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.' 2, Mens flagitions lives, aud moſt pro- 


digious fins make the days "Rill evil, What 
excrable abominations are there commit- 
ted upon the fiage of this evil World? 
Iniquity abounds, wickedneſs is in credit, 
and Religion under diſgrace. Many hate 
the power of Godlineſs, but are not aſha- 
med to wear-the Devils Livery. May 
we not complain with the Prophet, and 
fay as, Hoſe 4. 12. There is no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the Land. 
By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and 
ftealing, and committing Adultery, they - 
break out, and blood touceth blood ; there- 
fore (hall the Land mourn, And as,Tſa.12, 
15.For our tranſgreſſions are multiplied he- 
fore thee,and. ner fins teſtifie againſt ws > and 
mruth' faileth, and be that departeth from 
iniquity, maketh himſelf a Prey. And: Amos 
5. 10,12, 15: They bate bins: dos rebuketh 
in the gate, it is an evil time, 

3. Many are back-ſliden and Apoſtatiſe. 
How are the mighty fallen ? The Falling- 
ſickneſs hath. been an epidemical Diſeaſe, 
Mat. 24. 12. Becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, 
aud the love of many ſhall wax cold, Jer. 2+ 
2 Time.1.15. Rev. 2.4. 

4. Doth not God frown and threaten 


| to remove the Candleſtick , and leave us 


in darRneſs 7 Kev.2. 5. Amos 8. 9,11, | 
= How w 
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5, How is the Family of God, and 
- Friends of Chrift, divided and ſub-divi- 
| ded one from another ? Moab and 4m- 
mon, Herod and Pilate, can unite again 


Chriſt and his intereſt, when Chrifts little «| 


Flock are at a diſtance one unto the other, 
I Cor. 3.3,4. and when it thus comes to 
paſs, the days are evil, and our time had 
need be redeemed. 

Reaſon. 2. Redeeming the time,will ren- 
der us truly wiſe, See that you walk circum- 


Jpefly, not as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming. 


the time, Epbeſc 5. 15. Eccleſ. 6, 4. The 
wiſe mans heart ( faith Solomon ) diſcer- 
neth both Time and Judgment. To work 
while it is day, and todo a great deal of 
work in a little time, commendeth the 
wiſdom of the Agent. Whatever Learn- 
ing, Parts, endowments men have, they 
are not wiſe unleſs they redeem the time. 
The mea of Tſachar were of greatraccount. 
with David,becauſe they had underſiand- 
ing of Times, to know what 1/rael ought 


| todo, 1 Chrox. 12-32, The wiſe:God, in 


whoſe hands is our Time, taxes the Jews 
for fools,u0t obſerving the time, Jer. 8.7.8. 
and ſo doth our Lord Jeſus the Phariſes, 
Mat. 16.2, 3, Therefore redeeming of 
time is called a walking in wiſdom, as the 
Apeſfile expreflcth. it, Col. 4. 5. 


— 
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The APPLICATION. 


Uſe 1. T7 Irft, if time muſt be redeemed, 
we mult infer, that ſure then 
there is an Eternity. Let all the wafters of 
time count upon it. It is as certain as any 
* thing in this World, that there is another 
World. You may venture your Lives, 
your Souls and all, upon the truth of it. 
/ Why ſhould the bleflcd Apoſile Pawl preſs 
| Believers ſo ſixialy to redeem time,but in 
5 orderto their everlaſting welfare ? Aſſure 
thy ſelf of it, and believe it as firmly as if * 
both Eternities did now preſent them- 
; ſelves to thy bodily eyes, and thou didſi 
{ fee the Devils and reprobates in their 
{ Chains of Darkneſs, and hear them cry 
and roar in thoſe eternal flames: and alſo 
ſee Abraham, Tſaac, and Facob, and all the 
Saints departed, upon the I hrone, "ng- 
ing the ſong of Moſes, and the Lamb. 
This is that which is cither believed or 
feared by the beſt and worſt of men; O 
that it might have a deep and laſting im- 

preſſion upon all your hearts / "ES 

| 2. The opportunity of time is a very pre- 
cious priviledge. To have a gale of oppor- 
tunity to convey us to Glory, or the white 


flag upon the wall, inviting us unto our 
work, 


WC 
work to ſue out our Pardon before *tis 
too late. Time is a -rich invaluable 

Treaſure, and yet a tran- 
*-Punfium ft fent Treaſure. * Time 
uod UVEVIMUS | 
& puntto minus. C Gods Poſt) runs apace 3 
'. yea, flies as it were upon 
Eagles wings, and will be gone. Time 
is compared to Golden Sands running 
between two Eternities, and *tis an in- 
tinite mercy they are fill running, that 
you have a'day to work out your Salva- 
tion, to agree with the adverſary while 
he. is in the way, viz. to make up the 
breach between God and your Soul, Rev. 
2.21, The continuance of Tiine is very un- 
_ certain. The time is ſhort, 1 Cer. 7. 29. 
The whole is but a Span, a very little 
ſpace. *Tis but a few days more, and then 
thy lafiday; a ew hours more, and then 
thy departing hour a few breathings 
more, and then thy laft breath. 

3. Time, as precious as it is, and which 
ſhould be redeemed at any rate, is often let 
ſlip. What ſhall we do to paſs away the 

"2 time? is common in ſome 
Non exiguumn tem- mens mouths ; it is a com- 
, poris babemus,ſed q dity that lies upon their 

multum-perdemus. ds: 
Sen. ands > they know not 
what to do with it. How 


profuſe and prodigalare moſi of this great 
| treafure 
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treaſure who make no improvement of 
it 5 'How often hath opportunity come to - 
us, and waited on us, but very few are 
found to lay hold upon it? To how ma« 
ny Time-waſters may-that killing Text, 
Lake 19. 41, 42. be applied? And when 
he came near, be beheld the City, and wept ;, 
he could not ſpeak it without tears ſaying» 


= If thou hadjt kaown (even thou at-leaft) ix 


this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy Peace; but now they are hid from thine 
eyes. | 

4. Spiritual floth whereby we loſe ſo mnch 


= of our precious time, 't »© a ſore evil, and very 
| dangerous, Slothfulneſs( Solomon ſaith) caſt- 


eth into a deep ſleep, Prov. 9.15. The floth- 
ful man is like the door on the hinges, 
Prov, 26. 14. The ſlothful is brother to 


KM the great wafter, Prov. 18. 9. Therefore be 
*Þ not flothful,Rom.12.11.Heb.6.12.We read 
EF char Joſuab (aid to the Suns (tand ftill,but 

God nc: ver faid to the Soul, ſtand ftill. Re-+ 


lig:on requires action, labour, 


diligence , for it doth not Exigya pars 
 confitt in airy, empty no- eſtvita,quans 


tions, and ſpeculations of 795 979174, 


the head; but in the exer- F 
Wiſe of the mind and heart, Habits muſt 


be exerted, Grace improved 3 Heaven © 
(that is all up hill) muſk be ſtrived for, and 
gotten 


#0 day, if you will hear his voice, harden not 
| yore hearts, Do not ſpend ſo freely of this 


gotten, as it were by force and victory. 
*Tis a ſhameful and deformed ſight, to 
ſee a man profeſling Godlineſs in a Le- 
thargy,and not proſecuting his duty. Caſ 
off thy lazy and dull Spirit and temper,leſt 
thou befound that wicked, ſlothful, and 
unprofitable Servant, who muſt be caſt in- |} 
to utter darkneſs, Mat. 25. 26, 30, Let 
me ſay to them as the Danites to their 
brethren, having ſpied out a good Land, | 
Judges 18. 9s Are ye ſtill ? Ariſe and be 
210t ſlothful to go and to poſſeſs the Land. The i 
Heavenly Country is before you 3 ariſe, - 
and work, and loſe it not for want of las :* 
bour. Let not ſpiritual ſloth, by cating out 
your time,hinder your work, and rob you # 
of your wages, Rev. 3. it. L, 
5.1f the beſt of Saints ſhould redeem their 7 
time, what have finners need to do ? You 2 
that have been ſlumbring and ſleeping all 7 
your time, and not gone one fiep in the 
way to Heaven, but many in-the way to 4 
Hell,had need upand be doing, or elſe you 
will be eternally undone. Whilſt it is called 


{wift and precious ſtream of Time, every 
drop of which, hath an influence upon 
Eternity. Kaowing the time, that now it is 


bigh time to awake ont of ſleep. The night is 
; Ja" 
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far fpent, the dayis at hand; caſt off there- 
fore the works of darkneſs, aud put on the 
armour of Light. Let us walk honeſtly,as in 
the day; not in Rioting and Drunkenneſr, 
* 7ot ia Chambering and Wantonneſs, not in 
* Strife and Envy; but put ye on the Lord 
= Teſus Chrift, and make no proviſion for the 
S fleſh, to fulfill the Iuſts thereof, Rom. 13. 
I2, I3, I4. 
6. If time, and every part and moment 
& of it muſt be improved , this ſerves to con- 
3 fute thoſe that reproach ſerious diligence in 
2 Duty as a needleſs thing, If the bulineſs of 
our immortal fouls did not require great 
= care and diligence, why doth Pau! here 
= injoyn us to walk circumſpecly, not as 
2 tools, but as wiſe! Chriſtians, *tis your 
r 7} wiſdom, to know your work, and the 
2 time to do it, There is no trifling about 
7 Eternity > now is the day for the things 
3 of your Peace, let it not be hid from your 
eyes. It will be very fad when you are 
{ paſſing into the other world, to fee that 
you have all your life-time been ſowing 
the Wind. 

Uſe 2. Examination. Try whether you 
are redeemers of: the time, or not. 

Refle& upon what I have (aid, and thy 
Conſcience will tell thee, thou haſt ſpent 
moli of thy time in fin and vanity. How 

CG dxdt 
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fruitful are thy dutics ? Are thy hours for 
. God? Do Time and Duty go hand in 
hand ? Mayeft thou not cry out, many a 
time, Diem perdidji? dailylT loſe a day. 
Examine your ſelves, do not ſilence or 
ſiop the mouth of Conſcience 3 if fo, it 
will cry aloud another day. 

Let me ask you theſe few queſtions. 
1. Rave you fcriouſly bewailed the loſs 
of time, and begged the pardon of it ? 


2. Have your ſouls ſincerely cloſed with | 
Jefus Chriti, and freely and fully given up & 
and rcligned your felves to him to be his # 


for ever ? 


3. Do the great concerns of Gods Glo- |; 


ry, and your Salvation, bear down all be- 
fore them ? Canſt thou ſay, though I fol- 


low my Calling, and take care for my Fa- * 
mily, yet I am moſt folicitonus about my :/ 
everlaſting condition ? Whether they be * 
pleaſures or-profits, I can ſay, Pleaſures of 
tin be gone, World tiand by. There is a 


God to ſerve and honour ; I have a ſoul 
muſt be ſanct fizd and faved ; I have a 
ſhort time to redeem. I have a debt to 
Pay, an account £0 give, a ſentence to re- 
ccive, an Eternity to live. This is not fo 
be ſlighted » I muſt and will fave my foul 
Hell is moſt into'erable and eternal. 

4. Will you. ow promiſe and ſtand to 
it, 
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it, that for the future you will trade more. 
for Eternity, and get better evidences for 
Heaven ? Go about the work of Faith 
and Repentance ſpeedily 3 'leſk Death 
ſhould call, and you not ready. 


Uſe 3. Of Lamentation. That Profeſſors 
ſhould be ſo far from redeeming of time, or of 
doubling their diligence, that they negled 
their duty. T may cry out with the Pro- 
phet, Call for the mourning Women, for 
who is not guilty in this kind ? Amos 5, 
16, Sirs, for this ſhould our fouls mourn 
in ſecret places 3 the ſerious conlideration 
of which, is enough to fetch blood from 
our hearts, and floods of tears from our 
eyes. How little care is taken in fpend- 
ing that well, which when it is gone, we 
have no hope it can be reſtored to us a=. 
Spain? Do not you complain of the want 
of time, ſeeing you waſt time: There 
are many poor frivolous excuſes: The 
Servant will ſay, that he hath a hard, 
cruel Maſter, the Wife complains of her 
wicked. Husband, the Child of his un- 


godly Father 3 another, of the poverty of * ! 


his Family, he can ſpare no time. Who- 
*AT, . 
ever pretends the wz,;,ot time, let metell 
thee, thou haſt acarna], dead, tinful, floth- 
ful heart, the cauſe of all. Hafi thou not . 
| C2: | time 


(50) 

time for every other thing, namly, a time 
for cating, drinking, ſleeping, potting, pt- 
ping, playing,and none for Heaven ? Can 
-you riſe early, go to bed late, and cat the 
bread of carcfuJneſs, to get the meat that 


».- periſheth; and find no time for God and 


your Souls? Will this excuſe thee another 
day, thou careleſs, ignorant, deluded Soul ? 
Your Corn Cattle ,your Sheep,your Swine, 


your Hawks, your Horſes, and Dogs are 


cared for 3 .but for the better part there is 
no care at all. Wilt thou tell the great 
and terrible Judge, at the laſt day, I would 


have been ſaved, but T had not time ? there - 


are many that eat their bread by the ſweat 


of their brows. that take time for their 


ſouls, who will be brought in as witneſles 
againſt you at the laſt day. Will you 


' ſquander away your time, and the days 
evil, and opportunity for your ſouls hard- * 
ly come at? O conſider, it'is high time { 


to awake out of ſleep. 


—_— 


 Exhortation to redeem time, 


Uſe 4. You have heard what it is to re- | 
deem Time, and how Time muſt be re- | 


deemed. Now let all reſolve, without delay, 
| ; £ | 80 
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.* to put this ſo neceſſary a duty in prafiice,. Let 
Þ' young ones reſolve upon it, and the mid- 
dle-aged with the hoary heads. Tender 
unto thy God the creamand flower of thy 
Age and Time,and think it not too ſoon. 
In things of far leſs moment, you are for 
haſt and ſpeed. If you were ſtarving for 
-> want of Bread, you would think 'every 
| hour long, till you had a ſupply ? It your 
bodies were tortured and tormented with 
pain ard ſickneſs, would you think that 
eaſe and health might come too ſoon ? If 
z, 2 man were in the Sea near linking, can a 
\*.: Boat come too ſoon? or can a condemned 
3 Malcfactor have his pardon too ſoon ? haſi 
3 thou lived without God,and Satans ſlave, 
> and in danger of dropping into Hell, fit- 
teen or twenty years 3 and canſi thou get 
into Chriſt to ſecure thy immorta} Soul 
too ſoon ? Haſt thou not been the Devils 
roo long already ? ſuppoſe thou hadit died 
in thy Chriſtleſs ſtate, where had thy Soal 
been? Is it not better to be the Lords 
Servant than Satans ſlave? Asr the god- 
ly man that hath made trial, and he will 
tell thee. The ſooner thou art in a ſtate + 
of Grace, the fitter thou wilt be for Glo- 
ry. Make ſpeed in thy work, do thy ſpi- 
ritual bulineſs,thy wages are ſure,and thou 
ſhalt be bleſſed. Conlider, there was never | 
C 3. any 
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& any one repented.( living or dying ) that 
they were the Lords, and converted be- 
' times. | | 

And for you that have paſt the time of 
youth, in the ſatisfying youthful luſts, and 
lived, it may be thirty, forty, or fifty years 
i a courſe of ſin and vanity, is it not more 
than time for you to bethink your ſelves ? 
In ſo many years you have made ſad work ; 
who can tel] how often you have offend- 
ed, that have been profane Swearers, 
Drunkards, Lyars, Sabbath-breakers, ſo 
long ? If you were certain of having ſo 
many years come, yet the Devil, the 
World, and your Helliſh Luft, have had 
half your time. O let the time paſi ſuffice; 
know, your times are in Gods hands, 
Pſal. 31. 15. So that you are not certain 
of a day to come: therefore begin and 


make ſpeed in your work. 
And for the gray-headed, againſt whom 


Death hath raiſed bis batteries, you can - 


have but a few fands in yourglais, your 
departing hour cannot be far, your candle 
is within the ſocket, and it may be is come 
to a ſiinking ſnuf. Do you not ſee the 
Keepers of the old rotten houſe begin to 
tremble, and the {irong men bow them- 
ſelves? Expect the next blaft the houſe 


to fall. If you thatare leaning on your 
Be - _ faves 
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ſtaves,. and looking through your ſpcaa- 
cles, being ready to enter upon Eternity, 
do not mind your work immediately, 
Woe, woe be unto you for ever. It God 
ſhould work a ſpiritual Miracle, in con- 
verting and Ppardoning an old pray-head- 
ed finner, that hath been idle till the cle- 
venth hour, Mat, 20. 6. would it not be 
matter of amazement and- wonder to 
Men and Angels ? for the Devil to be 
cali out of poſſeſſion after he hath been 
an Inhabitant three-ſcore years and more, 
for ſuch an one to be born again, would 
be ſtrange indeed. I have heard of an old 


man, who being really converted not jong, 


before his death, cauſed this to ke written 
on his Tomb ; Here l[zeth a very aged man 
of THREE YEARS 3 OLD. Hereckoncd 
his time and lite before as loſt , and 
worth nothing. 

Now that you that have put off God 


_ and hazarded your fuuls fo long already 


might loſe no more time, contiider theſe 
Motives. 
», The preſent Time is Gods Time, ang 
muſt be yorrs. 
2. God the Righteous FM will reckon 
with you for your times, 
3. Tou have ſolemnly promiſed to redeem 


it, 
C 4 4. Men 
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4. Men take and improve opportunity for 
other things, 

5. Satan, your deadly enemy, is always 
bufie, and will loſe 10 time, 

6. Saving grace is an aGive and ſpring- 
ing Principle. 

7.. Time once had, and loſt, cannot be 
recalled. | 

S, Conſ. How abey prize time that have 
Loft it, 

9. God bath jozned Time and Duty 10- 
gether, | 

IO. On this moment of Time Eternity de- 
pends. 


." Motive 1. Conſider, The preſent time is 

Gods, and it muſt be yours. Do not you 
hear the holy Ghoſt fay, It is now high 
time to ſeek, the Lord, and calling to youz 
come away, make ſpeed ? Hof. 10, 12, De- 
layes and Lazineſs are the two great 
Gulphs, in which multitudes of Souls are 
drowned and periſh. How many are now 
* in Hell, that purpoſed and promiſed to 
+ turn to God ( as you do) hereafter? O 
fear and tremble leſt it ſhould be your caſe. 
To enforce this, take theſe few hints. 

1. The preſent time hath moſt 'Pre- 
cepts 3 - and Gods commands, like War- 
rants in the Kings name, mult be obeyed 
L ON. 
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on fight thereof. We ſay, Muſt is for the 
King : If thou art young, read Eccleſs. 12. 
is Remember now thy Creator in the dayes 
of thy youth, To day if you will hear bis voice 
harden not your hearts, Pfal 95. 7. Firſt 
ſeek the Kingdom of God, Mat. 6. 33, Tow 
muſt not ſtay long, Hof. 13. 13. Blcts God, 
and wonder the Golden thread of preci- 
ous time is ſpinned out fo long. 

2, It hath moſt promiſes, and they are 
great and precious, T will receive you : faith 
the Lord. They that ſeek me early hail 
find me, The preſent time is an accepted 
time; in which God may be found, P/z7. 
32. 6. Now God calls, Heb. 3. 7. and you 
may come and welcome, ona 6.37. And 
it will be matter of unſpeakable comfort 
to a man dying, and looking into Ercroni> _' 
ty, to know he hath done the work for - 
which he had his Life and Time. 

3» You have the beſi examples. And 
"tis your duty to imitate and follow them 
who are gone to Heaven before. Your | 
dear Lord would loſe no time 3 I muſt do. 
the work of him 1hat ſent me while it is day, . 
When faithful Abraham was to offcr his - 
Son Tſazc,he made hafte, Gen.22.3. he roſe 
up early in the morning.. ary Magdalen 
came early in tneMorning to enquireafter, 
and to fee the Lord Jeſus whom her ſoul 
loved;Mark 16.2, C5 Mos - 
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Motive 2.God the righteous Judge will 
reckon with you for your time, Not only 
for your health, wealth, firength, parts, 
graces, memories, but for every minute 
of your time. It at the day of Judgment 
we mult give an account for every idle 
word, much more for ſo great a Talent, 
fo. rich a Treaſure as Time. A Heathen 


. could fay, that every wiſe man muſt zam +. 


otiz quam negotii rationem reddere, give an 
account of his bufineſs, and of his idle- 
neſs. You may, like Fools, waſt your 
time, negle&t your duty, and ſtand out 


againſt the call of God 3 but it will coft " 


you dear Eecleſ. 11. 9. Rejoyce, O young 


man in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer ©: 


thee in the days of thy youth; axd walk 
inthe ways of thine heart, and in the fight 
of thine eyes : but know thou, that for 
all theſe. things God will bring thee unto 
Judgment, The great Land-Lord of your 


Time is at great expence to continue - 


it, Thoſe Luminaries of Heaven over 
your heads 3 and principally, the: Prince 
of. all the Lights of Heaven, the Sun , 
that glorious and' mighty Giant, the 


{ / Prince and Crown of all Corporal: Crea- 


tures-do tire and waſi, ( as it were ) their 
Ccaleftial'vigor, to beget and give time : 

Time is ſo rich a jewel, that God would 
| have 
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have no man value it to another. If-one 
man had hurt another, he was to pray 
toth for his cure and loſs of time, Exod. 
2T. 18, 19. So muli you at the great day 
of Account, for all your Time, for every 
Sermon you have hcard, for cvery Sab- 
bath and Sacrament you have had all your | 
days. 

Mot. 3. To have all promiſed to redeem 
10ur time. The Vows of Jehovah are up- 


on YOU, Say with David, I will pay my 


/ows. If the Godly man will perform his 
promiſe to his hurt, Pſal. 15. 4. much 
more ſhould you for your Profit. Take 
the counſel of the wife man, Eccleſ. 5. 4, 
5. When thou voweſt a vow unto God, de- 
fer not to pay it : Pay that which thou haſt 
vowed : better it is that thou . ſhowldeſt not 
vow, than to vow and not pay, Row often you 
have engaged your ſelves to leave your 
known fins, and tolive ſoberly,and righte- 


. ouſlly, and godly in this preſent world, 


let Conſcience witneſs. If you that have 
reſolved to read» pray, ſandify the Sabbath 


&c. ſhould ſiill waſt and trifle away the 


times it will not only be a breach of pro- 
miſe but a fin again{ti Light, for whieh 
thy heart will reproach thee 3 and if thine 
heart condemn thee God is greater than thy 
heart, and. knoweth all things, 1 Jo#943.39. 

: Remember, 


Remember the promiſes thou didſi make 
at ſuch a Sacrament, or when ſtruck at 


the heart by ſuch and ſuch a Sermon; 7% 


or when Death was in thy Family, or. { 


thy ſelf near unto it; and defer not to. þ 
perform thy Covenant: God, who is a * 
God of Truth will not be mocked; and f 


that you ſhall know ere it be long, Feptha 
would-perform his vow to God 3 1 have, 
faid he, opened my mouth to the Lord, and 
{cannot go back, Judges 11.34,35- Herod 


for his Oath fake murdered Fobn the Bap- 7 
2ift, Mat. 14. 9, 10. How many times | + 
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haſt thou ingaged to dedicate and devote: : 
thy ſelf to God and his Service ? There- /-! 
fore ſay, Lord, for my promiſe ſake T will 
Sacrifice my ſelf, and become thine, re- \.' 
deeming my time for tby glory, and mine : ; 


own Salvation. 


' Motive 4. Conf. Men take and improve yl 
opportunities for other things. The fitteſt 7 
and beſt time is taken for buying, ſelling, . 


plowing, fowing, and gathering into 


Barns 3 and eſpecially -in evil and hard | 


times. Men will riſd early, run, ride and 


| Jabour in the very fire, as the Prophet | 


ſpeaketh. Redeeming the time, *tis a Me- 


taphor taken. from Merchants, that will- | 


be early in the Market, left the opportuni- 
ty. of - buying the beſt Commodities - 
ſhould; 
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ſhould be loſt. The Proverb is, That Time - + | 


and Tide ftayes for no man, and that we 
muſt make hay while the Sun ſhineth,There 
is none but a ſluggard will. ſleep. in Har- 
veſt; the diligent Husbandman will not 
Joſe a- day then. Chriſtians, in this great 
affair of your precious, .immortal, and 
never-dying ſouls, do as men about other 
things. Millers and Mariners obſerve and 


improve every gale of wind; yea, the 


Stork in the Heaven,the Turtle,the Crane 
and the Swallow, know and obſerve the 
time of their coming, Fer. 8. 7. They 
that ſay, to day or to morrow, we will 
gointo ſuch a City, and buy, and ſell, and 
vet gain, Jam. 4. 12. will, as we fay, 
turn every fione, and loſe no time to buy 
a good bargain, to make a rich Purchaſe, 
And ſhall not we redeem our Time, and 
make the beft of our ſpiritual Markets, to 
make proviſion for our Souls, that are 
more worth than all the World ? 

Motive 5. Satan that enemy and grand 
Soul-deluder is always buſie, He is an 
active Devil, and heloveth to find us idle 
Chriſtians, this old Serpent is never more 
at work, than when we are idle: for idle- 
neſs layeth a man open -to all his heliiſh 
ſnares and temptations 3 and then if temp- 
tations come, you are out of Gatls way - 

| an 


| ſenſual- objects3- and he centred into the 


and if Satan find you on his ground,. he | 
will be too hard for you. The Apoſtle ? 
tells us he goeth about, and ſtill offers þ 
temptations for the walting of our Time: 
This roaring Lion hath a large Circuit; 
for ever fince he was cafi out of Heaven, ® 
he hath been going to and fro in the earth, i% 
and walkingup and down in it, Job 1.7, 
His grand deſign is-to devour, I Pet. 5.8, +4 
This black Prince loves to prey upon pre= 3 
cious Souls ;the Soul being that {lweet mor- #4 
ſel he is ill gaping at. This Adverſary 
hath his ſeveral walks, he is in the Shop, 
' in the Market. in the Street, in the Cham- 
ber, in the Cloſet, and every where, where 
fin is 3 and he is alſo in the Congregation -; 
among the Aſſemblies of the Saints, when # 
they are about ſpiritual ſervice, When 2% « 
Foſhua, the High Priett fiood. before the } 1 
Lord, Satan was ſtanding at his right hand Þ : 
to refiſt him, Zech. 3. 1. Fhis deadly ene- þ 
my was with Chritft and his Diſciples at M t 
the Paſs-over, for there he entred into Fu- WF 1 
das, John 13. 26,27, Therefore, Chriſti- t 
ans, we have necd to work and watch too, 
The Devil that hates you and all man- 
kind, doth beſtir himſelf; he goeth forth 
into the broad way of Proianeneſs, and \ 
there he tenders and tempts men. with 
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by-path of error, appearing as an Angel 
of Light, and inticeth wanton wits to 
ſuck down the poiſon of his damnable 
Do&rine. And when once he hath injec- 
ed his poyſon into the head, how much 
time is ſpent in writing and diſputing: to 
defend his deluſions? We read. that it 
was while man ſlept, this enemy (Satan) 


”} came and ſowed Tares among the Wheat, 
3 Mat, 13.25. 39. He is a working buke 
+ Devil, never at leiſure, but is alwayes 


ſpreading his baits, and caſting his ſnares 


E and Nets to- cath Souls. Therefore be ye 


ſober, be vigilant, and watch unto: prayer, 
and imploy this Talent of precious Time 
well. Idelneſs is Satans Shop, and the Mo- 
ther of Miſchief. David was at leiſure, and 
on the roof of his houſe, when Satan pre- 
vailed by that ſad temptation, 2 Sam. 11, 


7 3+» Therefore ſet God alwayes before you, 
# keep in his way, and be doing your duty, 
= that you may be kept from his fiery darts. 


Z The flying Bird is ſeldom ſhot : The cau- 


telous diligent, a&ive Soul is moſt ſecure. 
Motive 6. Time once gone cannot be ye- 
called, Time paſt is gone for ever 3 


| Time preſent ( if we may fo call it } is go- 


ing future Time is moſt uncertain, 
neither Men or Angels can hinder, ar 


op it. 3 turn) or bring it back again. 1t- 


 oppor- 


opportunities be not now taken, they may - 
never be had. Be good Husbands of.your 
time, and work now, oryou may never 
work. Times Redemption may be your 
Salvation ; therefore follow and improve 
the light, before darkneſs over-take you, 
You all know, that yeſterday, or the laſt 
hour, will never come again. If thou 
 hadſt as much Treaſure in thy cuſtody, 
'or power as the whole World is worth, 
it- cannot purchaſe one minute of Time 
paſi, You that are old, may as cafily call. 
back yoar youth, or become young again, 
as recover any part of this precious Time, 
Luke 19. 42. = | 
Motive 7. The nature of ſaving grace is 
working and ſpringing up 3 which turneth 
all the powers and facultics of the Soul 
Heavenward. . Such is the aSivity and 


' vigour of this gracious Nature, that it - 


will bring a man to a What wilt thou have 
me do ? Aiir'g.6. Eph. 2.10. *Tis not 
a lazy and languid thing, but full of life 
and power. The State of fin in Scripture 
is deſcribed by death and darkneſs, which 
are a ceſſation and privation of . Life, 
and Light, and Motion ; and the State 
of grace is deſcribed by Life, Eph. 2... 
which 1s powertul and moſt vivacious.like 
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great things. It is no wonder to ſee the 


BE men of the World, that are born after the 


fleſh,to be dull luggiſh, unaQive. But you 
that have a Divine Nature, and a Spirit 
of life and power in your hearts, ſhould 
be diligent and laborious, 2 Tim. 1. 6: 


= Rom. 8.2, This living principle of Grace 
# made the holy Apoltles who excited 0- 

7 thers to redeem their time, ſo to employ 
F his Talentz the Grace of God in him, 
| made him labour more than they all, x Cor. 


15. 10. The ſireams of Grace that flow 
into the Soul are called Rivers of Living. 


| Waters Joh. 7. 38. and a Well of water 


ſpringing up unto Eternal life, Joh. 4. 14. 
So that Chriſtians have greater advantage 
of doing good,and of living to Gods Glo- 


| ry. Therefore fiir up the grace of God 
| thatis in you 3 caſt off ſloathfulneſs, and 


put on diligencez and laying aſ:de every 
weight, rejoyce ( as the Sun) to run the 
Race that is fet before you. 

Motive 8. Confider, How highly 2bey 
prize Time that have loft it, and are com® 
to the end of it ; and who, with 1he loſs of 
Time have loft themſelves. We have many 
dreadful Examples, that ſtand as ſo many 
Sea-marks to warn us to take heed... 

The poar Jews were utterly undone _ 
by it... The Lord only knows how. _ 
O 
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of them are now in flames. that ſuffer the 
vengeance of eternal fire, for not impro- 
ving the day of grace, Luke 19.42. Mat, 
23437. The fooliſh Virgins having loſt the 
Opportunity of buying oyl, came too late 


to the door. And Eſax (iaid too long to 


get the bleſſing 3 moſt do things when it 
is too late. Men go to bed late, riſe late, 
go to Market late, come to Church late, 
and make peace with God when it is too 
late. The old Iſraelites marched * to- 


wards Caanan when it was too late, and fo 
loſt that good Land Ohow dreadful will 


mercy ſlighted, and time loft be to the a- 
wakened Soul, when it comes to die, ſceing 
it ſelf in a Chriſtleſs ſtate ! It was a ſpeech 
once of a woman in terror of Confcience, 


when divers Miniſters and others came to- 


her in a way of comforting her, ſhe looks 


with a gaſtly countenance upon them, and: 


gives them this anſwer, Call back Time a- 
gain if yoa can call back Time again, then 
there may be hope for me: But Time is gone. 
Another great Lady upon her death-bed 


cried out, All too late, all too late, a world 


of Wealth for an inch of Time, Another 
Gentlewoman, ( of whom I have heard ) 
who was wont to imploy this precious ta- 
lent of time in playing at Cards and ſuch 
like games, coming from her fport late 
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in the night, finding her waiting maid 
. ( that was Religious ) reading in a good 
' Book ; and caſting her eyes in the Book 
over the Maids ſhoulder, ſpeaks theſe 
words, or to this effe&t, Thow poor Melan- 
choly Soul ! what always reading and ſpend- 
ing thy time thus ! wilt thou take no com- 
fort in thy life ? The Gentlewoman reti- 
ring to her Chamber, went to bed: The 
Maid lodging in the ſame Room, percciv'd 
her Miſtreſs under great diſquiet and per- 
turbation of ſpirit, ſighing and groaning 
bitterly. The Servant hearing of it, fe- 


- Þ veral times called to her to know the rea- 


ſon ſhe could not ſleep : the maid urging 
of her, at laſt ſhe cried out, and faid, I 
read this word ETERNITY ix thy Book, 
which hath ſo pierced my heart, that I be- 
lieve I ſhall never ſleep more, til T bave 4 
better aſſurance of mine Eternity, Another 
wanton Lady, that had waſted her time in 
{enſuality,zwho died not many weeks palt, 
told her vitious Mother, ſtanding by her 
bed-ſide, That it was too late to ſpeak, of 
God to her , for you have undone me, and 
am going to Hell before, and you will cer- 
tainly come after. Tt is common with many 
dying,and going into the other world, fad- 
ly to bewail the loſs of time. When they 
fear Mercy is going, Patience- expiring 
| an 
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and the time reſpited forRepentance over, 
then they prize opportunities at another 


rate. And Oh what would the Damned 
in Hell give to be admitted into the 
World, if they might but-enjoy one day, 


or hour, to deliver themſelves from that 


28. 


Reſpects : | 
I. In reſpe& of Aſſiſtance. 
2. -In-reſpe& of Acceptance. 

I. God hath joyned Time and Duty 

together, in reſpe&t of Affiftance : and 

what Infinite Majeſily hath joyned, mult 


not by any means be ſeparated 3 Work and Þ 
"Time, Opportunity and Duty muſt go to= |; 
gether 3 Adam had his work in Paradiſe | 
befor the Fall. And the ſecond Adam |: 
was always in ation, to. the end of his 


days. His meat and drink was to do the 


_ Will of his Father. Nullus mihi per otium 


dies exit, T have noday for Idleneſs, was 
the Language of an Heathen, Chrifiians 
do your work in ſeaſon,and you ſhall have 
aililtance. Gods opportunity is as wind 
to the ſails, or as Oyl to the wheels, which 
will make you glide through difficult du- 
ttes with much facility. It we work in 


dreadful place of Torment ! Luke 16.27, | 


Motive 9. Conſider, God hath joyned ; 
Time and Duty together : and that in two : 


Gods - 


Þ- 
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* 
4 


(67) 


Gods time, God will work with us, and 


we (hall be workers together with him. 
Goſpel-time is in order to Goſpel-work ; 
ſpiritual opportunities are appointed and 
continued for ſpiritual duties. The work 
of Faith, Repentance, Mortification of fin, 


8 the plucking out right eyes, the chopping | 
# off right arms,tighting and wreſtling with 


the Powers and Prince of darkneſs, are 
exceeding difhcult : but God, whoſe arm 


| is potent, will give power: and how ecafi- 


ly will great work or ſervice be done, 
when there is great aſſiſtance in the doing 
of it? A burden that is too heavy for one 
to lift, by the help of another will come 
up eaſily. This Paul witneſſeth, Phil. 4. 


| 13. I can ds all things through Chriſt which 
+ ftrengtbneth me. The feeble Fews, by the 


help of Jehovah raiſed up the walls of Fe- 


| r#ſalem from jts very rubbiſh, and that in 


ſpighc of all oppoſition» Neb. 4. 2, 3, and 
6. 15. they plying the work, the Lord was 
with them by his great power and firong 
hand: they made their prayer unto 
God, when firength was almoſt decayed, 
and laboured in the work from the riting 
of the morning till the Stars appeared, 
and fo the wall was finiſhed. Let- time 
be redeemed, and then a great deal of 
work may be done in a little time : Gods 


OPPOor-. F 


_ ___ 


opportunity will make believing and re. 
penting eafie, Luke 19.6, Ads 2. 37,41, 
- As 16,14, 34- O therefore while it i; 
.day, work out your falvation 3 for it is 
God which worketh in you both to will and t1 
do, of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12, 13. 
3, God hath Joyned Time and Duty, 
in reſpe& of Acceptance. Every Tim: 


is not an accepted Time, 2 Cor. 6,2. They 


Iſraelites that refuſed to march up to Ca- 
212aan at Gods command, loſt their oppor: 
tunity, and afterward he would neither aſ- 
fiſt them, nor accept them. If thou ſiayeli 
till Gods time be paſt and gone art thou 
ſureGod will accept thee hereafter ? There 
is a time when God will not be found, 


will not be ſpoken withall, Iſa. 55. 6. 


Eſau ſought the bleſſing with tears, and 


it was denied him, Heb.. 12. 17. Prov. 1. 


29.- Do not ſay, What need fo much 
fpeed ? What need ſo much improving 
of Time, ſo much reading, hearing, pray-| 
ing, preaching ? But reſolve upon thy du- 
ty now or never. 

Motive 10. Laſtly, conſider, That on 
the prefent moment of Time eternity depends. 
This deep and heart-affeCting Meditation 
1ſhould even ſwallow us up, and cauſe us 
to haſten unto our work. Let go, times 
opportunity, and you will certainly g 
: = | ring 
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ruined to all Eternity. The Painter being 
asked why he was ſo exa@ in drawing his 
lines 3 anſwered, I paint for Eternity, 
Conlider,- that thou muſt believe and re- 
1 © pent for Eternity, hear and pray for Eterni- 
ty 3 fear, love, obey for Eternity. A work 

of infinite moment depends on a moment of 

AY time. This day thou maift throw thy 
f laſt caft for Eternity. This ſwift Poſt 
will not ftop, no, not for a moment. 
Secure foul ! Doſi theu fee Eternity be- 
| fore thee even at thy door, and that 
af: there is but a ſtep between thee and an 
endleſs fiatez and wilt thou not be more 
induſirious for thy ſoul and Heaven ? It a 
man were to run or wreſile for his life,or 
#1 for a Crown or Kingdom 3 how he would 
'| ſtrain & firive,and that with all his might! 
| If a man were to go over Sea for his life, 
| and had but one gale of wind in his life- 
' | time, would he come to the water fide,and 
INE} loſe it ? If a MalefaRor had but a day ap- 
1 pointed him to ſue out his pardon, would 
] he not improve it? This is all our caſes : 
God hath given us but a day to work 3 
of when the day is ended, it will be night 
70" ] for ever, Luke 1 9, 12, 42. Joh. 9.4. Now, 
It may be, Chriſt is at the door, offering 
thee help 3 open to him, leſt he withdraw , 
and come no more. It is probable the 


Spirit 


Spirit of Life and Power, ſiriveth to turn 
to God, O refuſe not to comply with it, 
leſt the Spirit fexve thee, as Samuel did 
Saul, that came no more to him, 1 Sam, 
15. 35. I ſhall conclude the Motives with 


the words of the Pſalmiſt, To day if you 


will hear his voice, harden aot your hearts, 
left God ſwear mn his wrath, that you (hall 
not enter into his Keſt, Pal, 91. 7. — 11. 
Now if thou art r&folved to put this 
duty into practice, through the help of 
_ Heaven, ſpeedily and diligently obſerve 
theſe direions. 


 Dirccions for the redeeming of Time. 
I. Take heed and beware of thoſe things 


which rob you of your ime, 
2. Labour.to convince your ſelves of the 
worth of Time, and value it accordingly. 


3. Set apart a confiderable poriion of 


time for the moſt ſecret duties. 

4- Caſt up and compute your Time. 

5. Maintain a holy fear upon thy hear: 
of coming tothe end of Time before thy zpork 


be done. 


Dire&. 1. Firſt, Take heed of thoſe thing! 
which rob you of your Time. Now the 
Thieves that will rob you of this exceed- 
| | ing 
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 ingrich-Jewel,are theſe fix, aganſt 
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. hich, J J 
watch as for thy life. _ = 


* 1. Vain Thoughts. 

2, tWorldly Cares. 
3. Unneceſſary Viſits. 
4+ Unprofitable Diſcourſe, 

' 5. Exceſſive indulging the outward man. 
6. Unlawful or immoderate Recreations. 


- TI. Vain Thoughts, Theſe are ſecret and 
ſubtil Thieves, that inſenfibly rob us of 
our time every day, and in every duty 
Vain, impertinent, and wicked thoughts, 
like Pharaohs Frogs, creep and crowd in 
upon us, and thruſt out good thoughts 

ſo that we cannot keep our mind ſieddy 
and compoſed. -- Solomon faith, Prov. 17. 


24. The eyes of a fool are inthe ends of 


the Earth ; fo are our thoughts, gadding 


wandring up and down, here and there, 


and eyery -where. Theſe evil thoughts 
ſpring and riſe from within usas naturally- 


_ asſparks from the fire,Gea.6.5.Mat. 15,19: 


Ont of the beart proceed evil thoughts. 
And they follow us continually in every 


place, and in !every ſervice, as the Birds 
on. Abrahams ſacrifices, which Abrahan 
did drive away. They muti not lodge, 
Jer. 4..14«+ Thopgh we cannot hinder the 
21421 | D : 


Fowls 


+ 2 Bs 
Fowls from flying in the Air, or over our 
heads 3 we may hinder them from pirch- 
ing on our heads. Holy David had vain 
thoughts, but he hated them, Pſal. x15, 
II3. There is not a minute, but many 
thoughts paſs from us, ' us in a minute 
ſands do in an hour-glaſs, Pſal. 94. 19. 
Chriſtans, confider how much of that 
time is loſt which you ſpend\in holy du- 
ties, by vain thoughts 3 when we ſhould 
draw nigh to God, our' hearts, by'our 
thoughts fieal away. - And: there are but 
a few awakned tender ſpirits, - truly fen- 
fible of this intrinſeeal ſecret evitz chough 
much of a Chriſfiians duty, and the very 
- Inward« of Religon, lies in obferving the 


. thoughts, and in watching the heart. | 


Therefore above all keeping» 'keep thy 
Heart, Prov. 4. 23. and take heed of thy 
Spirit, Mal. 2.15, 16, © SY 
2. Worldly Cares ave great waſters of 
our precious time. "The moſt do-mind 
carthly things, Phil. 3. 19. Mens heads, 
hearts and thoughts are ſo intent about 
the things that periſh, that they do hard+ 
ly entertain a ſerious thought of God and 
Eternity all the day. God 'is not in-all 


| their thoughts. They that are of-the-fleſh 


do mind the things of the fleſh, Rork. 8.4. 
and not only the children of _ : 
"a ut 


: 


but Profeſſors themſelves, are fo eager 


that their abundance will-not ſuffer - them 


"of our time : Of which you mutt take 


the contrary. The wife'man-ſpeaking of 
*the*vicions and verttious Woman, 'giverh - 


ber feet abideth not in ber bouſe, Ecclef.7.11: \ 
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and vehement in the purſuit of this poor 
earth, that almoſt all their time and 
ſirength is ſpent about it. And while 
men are fo careful and ſolicitous about 
many things, and in a very crowd and 
hurry of butineſs, it is impoſſible for them 
to redeem time for God and their Souls. - 
As ſoon as their eyes are open, the things 
of the world ſtand as fo many Suitors, 
to. invite and draw them. Some have 
their hearts ſo overcharged and forfeited 
with cares and fears of this evil World 


to ſleep, Luke 21. 4. Eeeleſ.5. 12, Now _ © 
when itis thus,opportunities are loſt, Souls - + 
are neglected, Holy Duties omitted; or ; -. 
if ufed, ' they are very unſuccefsful, -Ezek. 
33-31." Mat.1322, : Therefore take heed 
of the World', fo greet-a devourer of 
time. | 130 L051 _—-8T 
3, Unneceſſary vifits are great walters 


heed, it being /no mark of Godlineſs, but 


them this different Character, viz. the one 


the other, 'looketh well to- the ways of ber © 


bouſheld, and eateth not the broad of idlenaſs *. 1 


by A . © Prove." 


4+. # Sree 
Prov.31. 27, And we.read of ſome. that 
wandred about:from houſe -to hoſe, 'be- 
ing zdle tatlerr, and buſije.bodies, /f ſpeaking 
- . #bings which they ought not, 1 Tim $413» | 
How men do trifle about the time in go- 

ing from houſe to houſe 3 to whom it may 
- be ſaid as Pharaoh to the- oppreſſed Iſrae- 
lizes, ye are idle, ye are idle! Let that 
- time you have to {pare from your Callings 
and Families, be ſpent in reading, prayer, 


.or other Rellgous Exerciſes: and in all 


-  - Fourviſits, intend and defign the doing | 
* of good, or: the receiving of good 3 and 
not the paſſing away of this precious time. | 
When - your friends. or Neighbours are | 
fick,, and under the hand of God, go | 
to them, and give them counſel for their ; 
fouls. Rom. 15.2, 

4-. Vnprofitable diſcourſe robbeth us of 
imuch time. _ Some imploy their tongues 
in telling fabulous and filthy ſtories,others 
.in_ diſcourſing of. parties and opinions, 
and in talking of the faults and miſcar- 
-xiges of 'other men. - Some about the | 
- Times and.inquiring after News. .. Thoſe 
_. - did. the men of 4tbens, who ſpent. cheir 

-'time_in_'nothiny elſe, but either; to. tell, 
. or- tO. hear ſome new thing, As. 17.21. Þ 
* -.And they moſtwhen the come together, | 
A palkaay the time in diſcourſing: of .theſ 
SIFRe7 Bree : _ World, 


_ 
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World, and the concerns of it, But let 
Chriftans when they converſe, imitate 


| their Lord; the words that proceeded out 
of his mouth were gracious words : Walk 


#n wiſdam towards them that are without, - 
redeeming the time. Let your ſpeech be 
always with Grace, ſeaſoned with Salt, that 
you may know how you ought to anſwer eve= 
ry man, Col. 4.5, 6. 

5. Exceſſive indulging the outward man. 
Much of our time is ſpent in making pro- 
viſion for the fleſh, Rom, 1. wlt., Some 
hours every day are taken up in providing 
for the belly, to Pleaſe the Palate : and 
ſome at rheir Tables take up much time. 
Others to gratify a proud fancy'3 much 
time is waticd in decking and trimming 


the body. There are thoſe'that ſpend more - ] 


time in looking into a glai's, than upon- 
their knees in praying to God. A Godly 
Miniſter coming to aGentlewomans houſe 
co dinner, where he waited from 'ten of 


the clock till one, all the while ſhe was - 1 


dreſſing; burſt out into weeping) to think 
that ſhe ſhould ſpend ſo much time in 


Trimming,and he (© little in Praying. Alſo, - | 


exceſſive ſleep doth deyour great part of 
our ſhort time and life. When we ſhould 
be on our knees in our Cloſet, we are in 
our Beds,oreon our-Couches, Others waſte 
02.2” rs D 3 —_ 
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their precious-time in Ale-houſes and Ta- 
verns, and Brothel-houſes, from day to 
day 3 Gods day being not exempted. | A=- 
gainſi ſach there is a dreadful wo, Wo wn- 
to them that riſe up early in the morning, 
that they may follow ftrong drink 3 that 
continue all night, till Wine inflame them, 
Iſa. 5.11, 12. 

6.Unlawful and immoderate Recreations 
are the occ:fions of great expence of time. 
Recreation { not. to be uſed but as Phyfick 
in caſe of need ) is an ingroſler and waſter 
' of our time, that is dear and precious. 
| Many are fo exceſlive in it, as if they 
were ſent into the World to do- nothing 
bue ſport. What time is ſpent in Carding, 
Dicing, Dancing, Interludes, Stage- 
playes, Bear and Bull-baitings, Hunting, 
Hawking, and in reading Romantick 
Books ? which, for men and women pro- 
fciling the Goſpel are not of good report, 
. 'Phil. 4.. 8. the turning of the Bible, or 
ſome good book is - more becoming a 
Chriſtian than turning a pair of Cards, a 
game ſo much accuſtomed by the. profane, 
and an. occaſion of much fin. _Theſe 
things will caufe bitterneſs and. hor- 
ror at laſt they are honey to the fancy, 
but a ſting to the Conſcience. Conſider, 
which, will afford moſt comfort dying 3 
| an _ Ttrem, 
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Item, So many days in Recreation, or ſo 
many days in Humiliation 3 ſo many hours 
of. prayer, . or {6 many hours in playing at 
Cards; ſo many hours in vain, filthy dif- 
courſe,* ox fo many houry in furious and 
heavenly conference : rem. So many Sab- 


baths.in reading, hearing, and finging of _ 


Palms, or ſo many Sabbaths ſpent in eat- 


. Ing, drinking, walking, or worſe. Holy 


Bradford accounted that hour loſt, where * 
in he had not done ſome good. ' Tixus - 
Veſpaſien, was wont to ſay, Diem perdidi, 1 

have loſt a.day. _ , ; 
 Dire&. 2. Set a due eftimate xpon this 
preciour Fewel of Time, that your hearts 

may be ſo truly: tender,as to make Conſci- 


- Ence of waſting of it. A Godly Minifter | 


was wont to fay, when he ſaw the morn+ 

ing clear and ſerene. *Tis pity this day 
ſhould be loft. Q value your time, reckon 
more of one Sabbath then of the beſt Fair 
or Market that ever thou waft in at all 
thy life. Set upon the now day of Grace, 
the price of Eternity. I have told you al-. 
ready, the damned in Hell ( if it might 
be!) would give a World for an gopportus: 


_ nity to-make peace with God. 


- Dire: 3. Set. apart ſome. conſiderable 
”s ' D. &. 


portions 
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portion of Time, - for the moſt _ ſecret Du- 
#ies, | ET 

1. For ordinary ſecret Prayer and Me- 
ditation, ſet ſome time apart in the mor- 
ning and evening of every day 3 and do 
not catch and ſnatch at praying times. 
Many ſerve the world and the fleſh all day, 
and put off God with a few words or 
. fleepy prayers at night. Prayer is the 
breath of the new Creature, and the fign 
of a ſpiritual life, 4s 9. 6. Chriſtans 
| let your prayers be ſecret, ſincere, fervent, 


| conſtant. The way to Heaven. (ſaid a 


good man) is through the Cloſet, and they 
that have been eminent in Piety, have 
been excellent in Prayer. Holy. David 
would not let a morning paſs without 
prayer, Pſal. 5. 3. yea, three times a day 
he was at this bleſſed duty, Pſal 55. 17. It 
was his element and conſtant imploy- 
ment, Pſal. 109. 4. Your prayer miſt be 
frequent, if it be effeCtuall, Prayer without 
fervency;, is as a Bullet without Powder, 
or as a bird without wings, that cannot 
mount up into the Aer. Holy fire muſt 
be put to the daily Sacrifice, God an- 
fwers by fire. He that looks upon the 
heart, regards the manner of your-Pray- 
ers more than the number of yous Pray- 
ers. Cold flight mumbling over a few 
| | pctt> 


petitions, either out of cuſtom, or 'to ſtop: 
the mouth of- Conſcienc, will not pre- 


vail, Pſal. 25. 10.12. 26. g. Fain. 5. 16. 


Chriſtians, the time that you ſpend/with 
God in ſecret, is the ſweeteſt time, and © 
beſt improved. Therefore, if thou loveſk 
thy. life, be in-love with prayer. Reſolve 
to ſpend ſome time with God in Private. 
every day. | 

2: Extraordinary private faſting is a 
duty very neceflary, and praQtiſed but by 
a- few Soul-affliting days between God: 
and* a mans ſelf, would through Grace, 
be much for ſpiritual advantage > Husbands _ 


would mourn apart, and their Wives: , ; 


apart, Zech, 12, 12, 13. Faſting days will. 
be ſoul-fatning days, 4G 10. 30. and: 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, Mat. 5. 4. 

3. The third pirvate duty is Selt-exa+ 


mination. When thou art alone, .ask thy: 


ſelf theſe queſtions. . 


xr Is it moft certain that Iam-in aſtate- 


" of Grace? © 


2, Is Grace thriving ? doth my inward: 
man proſper ? 

3, Do Live in no known fin agaſn(t: 
Eonſcienee, Pſal 19. 1. 28: and. exerciſe: 
my-(elf unto Godlineſs ? 

Ds 4:D* 
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4. DoI make Conſcience of redeeming 
time, ſo as to joyn Time and Duty toge- 
ther ? -A precious ſervant of the Lord was. 
-wont to ſay, if a man could anſwer to. 
'theſe two Queſtions, he need not to fear: 
Firſt, Am I Gods Child ? Secondly, Am I 
#1 Gods way? Pfal. 119. 94+ | 


Dire&t. 4. If you would redeem your 
z#ime, compute your time. Pray thou mayeſt 
doit, Pſal. 90. 12. Pſal. 39.4. Numbring 
the people was Davids fin 3. but numbring 
his days a Duty. | Tis.common for men 
to number their Sheep, their Cattele, Hoy- 
ſes, Lands, Wares, Money, but to number 
our dayes is a rare: kind of numbring :; 
for. the negle& of- which, what arrears are 
we fallen into with the great Land-Lord 
of our time? Chriſtians divide your time 
into parcels, and: confider.how lictle God 
hath 3 how much time was ſpent in thy. 
infancy and childhood, before thou hadſt 
the uſe of reaſon ? how much. is ſpent in 
our callings and imployments about the 
World? How. much in cating, drinking 
and urprofitable diſcourſe ? beſides all this, 
half, or more- is ſpent in ſleeping : ſothat 


"in. the. work of God and our. immortal: 


ſouls, we Imploy but a very little : There- 
fore tis more than time to redeem it. 


Dire. 5. 
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 Dirc&. 5+. Maiutain always a boly fear 


upon thy beart of coming to the end of Time, © 


before thy work. be done, Live continually. 
in an expeQation of your great change. 3 
buy, ſel}, -converſe, read, pray, hear, and' 
do all as dying men, and paſling to re- 
ceive the recompence of endleſs Joy, or 
Woe. Chriftians, if you would wo: k: 
while it is days if you would glorifie 
God on Earth 5 if you would ſeeure, and: 


eternally ſave your immortal ſouls ;- if 


you would not be a prey to the Prince of: 
darknefs , if you would ſtand with com- 


fort before the Lord Jefus, at his dread= 


ful Bar 3 if you would not ſpend your: k 
days without hope : Ariſe therefore, and: 
be doing, and the Lord be with you. 


it "PI 
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Deut. 32. 39- 


0. that they were wiſe, they that underfleod 
this, that they would conſider their latter 
end, 


T's always ſcaſonable to inſiſt on fuch | 
ſubjecs as direct us to ſpeak of ano= | 
ther World, eſpecially in times of 

; great ſickneſs. and Mortality, in 
- which thouſands of fouls night and day 

| hHaye been crowding into Eternity ( wit- 

 nefs the late dreadful Plague in fixty five.) 
I therefore made choice of this. ſerious, 0 | 

- and heart-awakening ſubjeQ, that drouſfie, 

| ſecure ſouls might be awakened to a deep 

> conſideration of the world to come. The 

* whole Chapter-is ſiiled the Song of Moſer, 

his Swan-like ſong, or ſong before his 

+ death, ' the dying words of that eminent 

| faithful ſcxyant of God 3. and-if the words 

of a dying man are to be regarded, how 

+ much _the. words of. a dying ofes ? 

This Moſes. being ready. to go into the 1} 

} other World, compoſeth this ſong, of © 
which. the. text is part; and dying. 

| | words, 
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words arc waghty, « and make the deepeſt 
impreſſion. | | 
Natvanery, 
The Song is partly Minatory. 
Promiſſory. 


Tz the Narrative you have, 

_ F. A Narration of the infinite. greatneſs; 
and moſt glorious atributes of the God of 
Iſrael, introduced with a pathetical and' 
awakening acclamation, Give ear, O ye 
Heavens, and: I wilt ſpeak 3 and beor O 
Earth the words of my mouth; ''* 

2: We have a-Narration of their cor- 


' ruption» ingratitude and Rebellion, ver'5; 


6. They bave corrupted vhemſelues, they are 
a perverſe and crooked Generation, do ye thus 
requite the Lord, O: fooliſh: people and un-. 
wiſe ? Notwithſtanding the remarkable 
favours, and rare indulgence of God to- 
ward them, yet #bey forſook him, provoked 
him to jealouſfie * with ftrange Gods, and ſa- 
crificed to Devils, and not unto God, verſe 
16, 17. Becaufe of. which he threatens, 

I. To bide- bis face from them, than 
which nothing more bitter to the Soul; 
verſe 20, 

2. To inflidt variety of fore Temporal 
jadgments upon them 3 than which _ 
thing moxe. C—— to the body... Þ 
Land 
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will heap miſchief upon them I will bend | 
mine Arrows upon them ; they ſhall be burnt 
. with hunger, 'and devoured with burning 
heat, and with bitter deftruGion, the ſword 
without, and terror within, ſhall defiroy both 
the Toung man and theVirgin,with the man 

of gray hairs';. for 4 fire-is kingled in mine 
anger, aud ſoall burn to the loweſt Hell, And 
verſe 27+ | God. gives the reafon' why he 
would not utterly defiroy them, and make 
a full endof them. Were it not tbat I feer- 
& the wrath of the enemy,8c. 

And. now the:words of - the Text Gonna 
tobe the application of the. whole, O that 
| they wonld-confider their ilaiter end ! 

' _ _ You may look upon theſe words;-as it 
| were a Mount caſt up by which the people 
' of Jrae! might'take a view of things to. 
come, and haye-a proſpeC: of what ſhould 
befall. them in their latter. end. O that 
hey were miſe | to be wile is oppoſed to 
that brutiſhneſs, verſe 28. They. were a 
Nation void of Counſel, for they wanted 
the right exerciſe of Reaſon, and that 
wiſdom which-is from above to obſerve, 
+ and improve the gracious providences and 
| diſpenſations of God. 

That they would conſider : Conſideration 

is a fixed ad of the underfianding, or 


_ in .oxder to:pxaQice 5 for doing and: 
colt. 


conliderivg are frequently joyn'd. together, 
Fudges 18.4, Now therefore: conſider what 
ye have to do, Heb. 10. 24. Let us conſider 
| one another to provoke unto Love and good: 
works, The ſame thing is variouſly expref- 
ſed in Scripture, viz. to look naxzawly 
upon a thing, to call to. mind, . to know, 
and to. conlider in ones. heart, | to rcall 
things to rembrance, tq 'ommune, with 
a mans hearts Pſal.77. 5,6  _ 

. . Their latter exd. By which we are not 
only tq-underſiand thoſe tremendous,and 
defolating, Judgments. that, ſhould. ſuxprize 
them in this World, but to, Remember the 
great things of the other as alſo.Old age, 
Death, the Grave, Eternity 3 Death with: 
its Anteccdents, concomitants, and con-- 
{equents. | | 

The words contain a pathetical Option: 
Or Wilh, - O that they. were wiſe | In which 
obſerve. 

1. The perſon wiſhing, vis. the great- 
and glorious-God. 

2. The thing deſired, and, that is Divine 
wiſdom: a Jewel in deed, aprice far above 
Rubies. FR: 1 | 

| 3-The perſons for which God thus defireth,. 
viz. For Iſrael, a people nigh to the Lord, 
and yet a brutiſh; CS and un«. 
wiſe. people. Q: that they: were wile, &c. 
| | As What: 


FP. 
4 
r " 
" of w 


8). 


- 4 What this Wiſdom is, wherein it dith 
cont viz. in the conſideration of thelr 
latter end. - 

The Dodrines obſervable from the 
words are theſe. > 
 "DoR. 1. That God: ith earneſtly defire 
ad long for the' good of a people: 

- "Do. 2. That 'an inconfiderate people 
are a fooliſh and unwiſe people, 

' Dodt. 3. That want of ſerious confidera- 
tion is incident not only to the propbane,but 
ro men profeſſing God, and Godlinefs. The 
Tfraelites were the only Church ' of God 
then in''the- World, . and yet they were 
not-wife to underſtand, and Confider their 
latter end:. 

-. -ſhall not handle this part; but ſpeak 
to the chief ſcope and intent of the words 
in this one Propoſition. 

-Do@. That it is a duty and matter 0 
bigh concernment to confider our Iatter-end; 
O that they were wiſe !_ that they would 
conſider, vis: practically: conlider, and 
live always in the belief of the- other 
World, ſo as to do up all their work:while 
it is day / this ſeems to be the great im- 
port of the Spirit of God in this Text. . 

-Eerna] Souls, what ever eſcapeth your 
thoughts, this muſt net +5. this ſhould -be- 
your .v vade mecum 3-it ſhould rife. up with 
you; 


4 
bl 
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; you, lie down with you, walk with you 


wherever you go or are. This Moſes him- 
ſelf, that precious and renowned ſervant 
of God deſired, ſeeing ſuch a dreadful mor- 
tality in the wilderneſs,” and ſo many fad 


ſpectacles of Divine wrath, Pſa], 90, 12. 


So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts to wiſdom. And as 
Moſes deſired it, fo alſo hoſy David, Pſal, 
39. 4» Lord,make to me t6 know my exd, and 
meaſure of my dayes, what it is, that T 
may kiaow how frail Tam And Selomon 


| ſets a better upon it, Eccleſ. 7.2. It is bet- 


ter to go to the houſe of mourning,than to the 
bouſe of feaſting : for that is the end of all 
men, and the living will lay it to bis heart, 
And it is an argument that-men are dead; 
when at a houſe of mourning they are not - 
moved with due compaſſion, to a due and 
deep conſideration of their doleful and 
dying condition. oe _ 
I ſhalt comenow to ſhew you what we 
are to confider, concerning our latter end: 
and O that it may take a deep-imprefſion 
upon all that read thele plain truths F 
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, Seriouſly conſider, and believe, . 
I. That itis moſt certain that an end on 4 
| e 4* 


*, I 
A” 


he. For whatſoever the SUP IRIP" ſpeak 
of death, the Grave, and Hell, is an in- 
fallible truth, You are to conſider, that 
every man. is moxtal,,, muſt die, ,and paſs 
into the .other World 3- and that in every 
. one for your bodies, there/if an. immortal 


' and never-dying foul 3 and that after theſe _ 


bodies bave ſlept ini the duſt of the earth, 
they ſhall live again 3 there, ſhall be a Re- 
ſurre&ion- of the juſt, and: uojuſt 3 and at 
the end of the World. a Tribunal ſhall 
be (et up, before which, all the World 
ſhall be made to ſtand. And that as ſoon 
as your breath is gon, the Spirit ſhall re- 
turn.to God: that pave it, either to the 
Jukice of God, or'to.the Mercy of God 5: 
to the. place of Joy, or to the place of 
"orment. 
Our tranſgreMfon, natural conſtitution, 
with a Statute Law of Heaven, have 
brought us under a neceſſity of dying, 
Wherever the Viper faſineth, it killeth 
certainly, 'though not ſuddenly : Sin and 
Death are twins, fin is the great murderer 
that let death into the world : for her __ 


i inclineth unto death, aud her paths unto t 


dead, In the day that thou eateſt thereof | 
thou (halt ſurely dye, Gen. 2. 17. vis: 
thou ſhalt become mortal. As foon as Adam 
bad ſinned, he (and we in him our repre- 
ſcnta= / 


| "TER 

 ſentitive. ) became ſubje&, or liable to 
death : Sin like amighty Monarch reign'd 
from Adam to Moſes : A MalefeGor caſt 
at the Bar, .is dead in Law, though he be 
reprived for a time 3 the Body ( faith the 
Apoſtle )is dead becauſe of fin : Some die 
in the Womb, ſome in their infancy, ſome 
in their youth, and they that live longeſt, 
die at laſt: Death never hurts a man but 
with his own weapon 3 it always finds fin 
in'us; and- the ting of death is fin. And. 
wherever you mect it,, or fee if, you may 
ſay of it as Ahab to the Prophet , Hoſt 
thow found me, O my Enemy ? Death, and 
every death is the fruit of fin, death tem+» 
poral, death ſpiritual, and death- eternaL 
The Soul 1bat fins ſpall die, Ezck.-18. 20. 
The wages of fin is death, Rom. 6.33; Our 
natural conftitution rendereth us obnoxi- 
ous to a diſſolution 3 our fleſh is not the 


flcſh of ſtone or of braſs, but frail or moul- / 4 


dring duſi, to which, as to our center, wg 
muſt return, Ger. 3. 19. Dnſt thou art and 
unto duft thou (alt retwern, Ecclel. 3.20: 
All getqone place, all are of the duſt, aud all 
turn to duſt again, Heb. g. 27. 1tis ap- 
pointed for man oxce to die. Job. 14. 5. His 

* days are determined, the #umber of bis 
months are with thee, thou haſt.appointed bis 
baunds that he. cannot paſs, No ſhield or ?! 
. A  Buckler 4 
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Buckler can fortify againſi this King of 
Terrors 3 impartial Death ( the great Le- 
yeller) knows no faces, and therefore none 
can be exempted. . If faithfulneſs might 


challenge immunity from Death, then Mo- ut 


fer might have been. excuſed 3 if beauty, 
. then ASſalom ; if ſtrength, then Sampſon; 
if ſincerity and piety, than David ; it ſub- 
tilty, then Achitophel 3. if magnanimity, 
then Alexander ;, if riches, then- Crafws 
if wiſdom, then Solomon ; but one event 
happens to them all; ſo that when the fa- 
tal moment cometh, no ranfom can be gi- 
ven, no art norskill can keep us here, 
Sirs, -were this Doctrine of the other. 


i 'World' believed, it would have a greater: 


Impreiſion upon. our hearts did we (c>- 
rlouſly conſider of that future fiate of re-- 
tribution, according to our faith;to which: 
we malt live or-die, fiand or fall to eter- 
nity, it would have a greater influence. 
gþpon our lives, | | 


__ 


—— 


2. Conlid. That at your latter end, all 
things in this worl@'will fail you,and taken 
tbeir leave of you for ever, All your natural 
indowments, outward injoyments, parts, 
-- parentage, birth, breeding, wit, wealth, | | 
A Epc moo nuke, 1 
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lands, wives, children,friends; when your 
breath.is gone, all theſe aregone, Prov. 27, 
24. Riches are not for ever, neither doth a 
Crown endure to all Generations. The glit- 
tering Sun of all outward Glory will cer- 
tainly ſet, which your own experience,and 
Scripture evidence, doth clearly evinec. 
Riches have wings and they fly away; Prov. 
3+ 5. The faſhion of this world paſſeth away, 
1 Cor. 7:29, 30, 31. We brought nothing 
into the world, and'tis certain we (hall car- 
ry nothing out, x Tim. 6.7. If a man were 
poſſeſſed with as much ef this World, as 
Solomon the great King, of Jeruſalemywho 
had great magnificent Buildings, fruitful 
pleaſant Vineyards,Gardens,Orchards,and 
trees. of all manner of fruits, variety-of 
Servants, poſſcifion of great and ſmall 
Cattle, heaps oi Gold and Silver, peculiar 
Treaſure oft Kings, muſical Inftruments, 


men and women-tingers, and whatſoene 


his eyes delirez yet when he takes a fer 
ous view of all things, he would ſay with 
him, ll bis vanity, and that a man hath 


ng profit of his all labour which he takejth - | 
iinder the Son, 'which made the wif man Þ 


Even to hate life, Eccleſ. 2, 


+ 


Since the Fall, there isa cutfe upon the 
creature,, which indeed is decieving, Vex- 


ing, decaing, and all outward comferts 


0 


: bh 
| 


may. ” 


a) 


may be compared to Pharavhr Hoſt, who 


arc-ative-this hour'and the next drown'd, 
and-dexd upon-the'Sea-thore : and though 
you judge they ſhall endure for ever, Pad. 
49.1. Lake 12.19. they will deal by you 
as Abſaloms Mule, that left him in his 
oreatetExtremity, What woful milſcries 
attend worldy Riches in the getting, 
keeping, -and' parting with them ? They 
'are fnares and thorns,Plagues and Scorpt- 
ons unto many 5 they pierce them thorow 
with many forrows, 1 Tim. 9. to. 

Yet here' men toil, beat their brains, 
weary their bodies, tire their fpirits, break 
their fleep, perplex | their thoughts, rack 
their conſciences, ingulf and drown them- 

ſelves in cares, endanger their ſouls(dream- 
ing of nothing but Perpetuity : ;and whet 
They have done all, like the filkworm, die 
in'theit work: nay, many a man ſur- 
vives his. own happineſs, which periſheth 
before he'periſheth'3 and it's the worſt of 
miferies *to ohclive our own happineſs : 
therefore let not Riches heighten your 


'hearrs,” and prompt you to Pride, which 


JS *tod too comthon., 2 Cade 
\, This day the tich wordling ſang a #e- 
*quiemto hisſidly deluded ſoulconcludin 
"he had-mpch laid up: the night Ellowlnk 
his . ſoul is required. Hamen is to ay 
on | = +tahit 
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the ſecond man in the Kingdom, but foon 
toft all, and his life too. Now doth Ne- 
buchadnezzar walk: in his fiately Royal 
Palace of Bable, priding himſelf in his 
outward pomp , but while the word was 
in his mouth, a Voice came from Heaven, 
ſaying 3 O King Nebuchadinezzar, to thee 
be it ſpoken, thy Kingdom is departed from 
thee, Dan. 4.29, 30, ZI. 

Feruſalem this year is the Princeſs a- 
mormg the Provinces, the next year made 
Tributary, and they that lived delicately. 
are deſolate, _ imbrace dun "ns Lam. 
I. i. and 4. 5. Yeſterday ?; "Cattle 
might be hank: 'by ra Er and to 
morrow he is ſtripped of all, and left na- 
ked, Neither is our age without a ſad and 


dreaful inſtance ( viz. ) famous Loxdon 


on the Lords day ſtanding, by Wedneſday 
burnt, and laid in aſhes, and thouſands 
of the Tnhabitants houſeleſs and harbour- 


Teſs 4 therefore if Riches increaſe, Tet not 


your hearts upon them 3 they are uncer= 
tain, cannot fatisfie, cannot profit 3, will 
periſh, and that for ever. O then let tho 
Preclons, dear, everlaſting; Jeneh,. oy 
up in your mouldrin decaing, d | 
bodies be'cared for / ! Fhat can it Fre "I 
tan, to gain the whole World, ond loſe 
Nis on Sexl ? Mat. 16, 26, 


Zo Con- | ; 
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3. Conſider, How fron all the preſent 
pleaſures of ſin will be gon, and leave ng- 


 #bing, but a | ſting. Old age, Weakneſs, 


fickneſs will make a great change in the 
whole outward man,as to beauty,firength, 


natural vigour, livelinefs of ſenſes, and all | 


whereby a man might take any pleaſure 
in the Worldzor in his Luſts. When {ick- 
neſs, Old age, Deaths fore-runner cometh 
it will make a ſirange change in the moſi 
comely countenance 3 corporal comelinels 
and beauty is ſoon fiained 3. ficknefs will 
not only fade it, but deface it : You that 


'are endowed . with* comely proportion, | 


ſparkling eyes, well-Favouredneſs, amia- 


bleneſs of colours, of white and red, with 


fireightneſs and agility of body, with a 
chearful aſpe&tz when old age cometh, it 
will plow deep furrows in thoſe fair faces; 


and yet many ( ignorant of their foul ſouls] 


and' filthy hearts ;) are proud of their fair 
faces and, comely. fcatures.z. fo that they 
grow wanton by reaſon of itz and to ſet 
out their beaty and . whiteneſs of thelr 
skins (- not being contented with their 
Creators curious make), will add painting, 
'*pacthes, powdering, criſping» curling, at: 
tificial, hair, and. what not,? Know, 'that 
old age will not only wither your beauty 
3 which is but Skin-deep ). but, abate your 
Ty outward 
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outward Arength, natural vigour, livelt- 

neſs. of ſenſes, and all whereby you may 
have any worldly pleafure. 

Old age is Solomons evil day, when the 

Sun, Moon and Stars, will be darkned, the 

l keepers of the houfe tremble, and the 


h ders ceaſe, and all the daughters of 'mufick 
{hall be-brought low, and fear ſhall be in 
the way 3 when the whole outward man 
*71 decayed, viz, eyes dim and dark, cars, 
deaf, teeth roten, gums bare, head bald, 


at Y breath corrupt, hands and feet weak and 
hy trembling ; an evil day indeed, in which 
as you ſhall tind no delight in your former 
y dalliances, for the Graſhopper will be a 

fl - burthen, and defire: ſhall fail, Eccleſ. 2. 
it But the beauty of Grace withers not un- 
= der the greateſt declinings of naturalbeau- 
_ ty 3 for Grace is the Oyl in the lamp that 
air never goeth+ out, but -ſhineth more” and 
"Y more. The Kings daughter is all ptorious 
= within, Pſal. 45. Godlineſs,which is Gods 
nelr likeneſs, caſts a luſter that is very lovely in 
city the fight of God and Man. Thow' art all 
Ing, fair my Dove,” and there is no ſpot 114 thee. 
_— Sinners ! you that now taſte'the ſweet 


of ſin, 'rcJoyce to do wickedly, that ſpend 

| your time in riotous drunkenne(s,in cham- 

bers of wantoneſs, lie upon beds of 1yo- 
E 


ſtrong men bow themſelves, and the grin- 
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rand firetch your ſelves on your couch- 
cs,and cat the Lambs out of the flock, that 
chant to the ſound of the Viol, that-drink 
wine in bowls,that are not-greived for the |; 
HMiGctons of Joſeph, that put far away the |; 
evil day; know that the fire of fin will 
burp, ard that your ſweet morſelsare but % 
for a moment 3 thoſe ſweet monſels and | 
delicate dainties will coſt you dear. 7 
Hear now this, you that are given to |; 
pleaſure, that feaſi your ſelves in doing # 
evil; *tis but a little time, and you will ſee !; 


and ſay, that all your delights, hopes, joys 8 
are palt and gone, and that you thall ne- {X 


ver ſee or taſt them more, only the gravel, |? 
oa[l,guilt and ſting will remain. You that 4 
Jove this helliſh banquet of fin, (the ſtol'n :? 
waters that are (weet, and bread caten in } 


ſecret that's pleaſant)don't know that the 4 


dead are there, and that her gueſts are in ;3 
the depths of Hell, Prov.g, 17, 11S. Sin isa :; 
{weet poiſon, pleaſant in the ating, but þ 
bitter in the end : for tbe Soul that ſinneth 
fhall die, Ezek. 13.20. and will you ſpare 
it, and keep it till within your mouth ? 
hide it under your tongue,until it be come 
'the gall of Aſps within you, Fob 20.1213, 
Conſider alſo;that your ſecret wickedneſs, 
. commited in the dark, in corners, that is | 
masked and cloſe kept, is known to God. 


The | 
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The ;infinitely - holy, and heart-ſeatÞ- 
ing God-marks them, Fob. ro. 14. Hoſe 7. 
2. Watcheth them, ob 14.16:Scaleth them, .” 
they are down among his treaſures, Der. Fd | 
32.34. and they will find you out, Namb.s 
32.23, ( if not truly and deeply repented 
of,and pardoned)they will lye down with 
you in the Grave,and follow you into the 


ather world,and meet you at Gods dread- 
ful Bar, and be diſcovered in the fight of 
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g , the whole world ; evil ſhall perſue the 
e | finner: This evil thing, and bitter ( bred 
's B in the wound, not buried in the grave, not 


extinguiſhed by the fire of Hell (ſhall pur- 
ſue the ſinner unto Hell.. Sinners, this is 
moſt certain, unrepented fins will never 
leave you, but lie down and riſe with you, 
your bones are full of the fins of your 
youth, which ſhall lie down with you in 
the duſt, Fob 20. 11. Sin is a bad bed- 
3 fellow, and aworlſe grave-fcllow, and if it 
at ſ< fleep with you, it will awake with you 
bþ | when the dreadful Trumpet ſhall found 3 
re Ariſe ye dead,and come to Fudgment, The 


? damned in Hell have all their fins about 
Ne them > that which was the cauſe of their 
3o being caſt into hell, wil be their everlali- 
s, Þ ing companion there, and will you take 
iS WW theſe Vipers and Scorpions into your bo- 
A i  foms, that will. be always gnawing upon 
— 


E 2 your 


your hearts ? Know this,your poſting Sun 
of 'all finful: ſenſual delights, 'will-ſet in 
the dreadful Ocean of endleſs, caſeteſs,and 
remedileſs forrow. 


—_— LAN : —"f 
4+ Conlider, That only which is eternal | 
will ftand you inſtead when you come to die. 
(.2iz.) when you ſhall ſhoot che vaſt gulf, 
and lanch out into: that infinite Ocean: of 
Eternity, that hath _—_—_ bounds, nor 
banks. nor bottom. | 
Immortal ſouls ! Do you ſee any thing 
that hath Eternity graven upon it 2:.There | 
are varieties of. objedts,bath of perſons and | 
things, that preſent themſelves to your | 
view. Lift up your eyes to the vaſi Hea- } 
vens that are beſpangled and beautified # 
with a glorious, Sun, Moon andglittering * 
Stars, that have been there for ſomethou- # 
ſands of years, See whether Eternity be 
there ? No, they had their beginning and þ 
- muſt have their period, Gen, 1 Heb, 1. 10, 
11. Thox Lord in the beginning baſt laid the 
foundations of the Earth, and the Heavens 
are the works of thine bands : They: ſhall 
periſh, they wax old as doth a garment, but 
3hou remaineſt; The day is coming where- | 
in the Sun ſhall be tarned into darkneſs, and 
the Moon into blood ; the Stars of Heaven | 


ſpall | 


She. alli ., 
fhall fall, and the powers of the Heavens 


ſhall be ſhaken, the Elements ſhall melt 


with fervent heat, and the Earth with the 
works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up, 


- Mat. 24. 29-2: Pet, 3. 10. 


-+:;Moreover, look to your near and dear 
Relations, for ' whom you expoſe your 
{clves to fo much pain, care and trouble; 
look to Abraham your Father, and to Sa- 
rah that hare you, { as the Pcophet ſpeak- 
efk in another caſe ) to your Husbands, 
Wives, Children, Parents, Friends, Neigh- 
bours, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, are theſe for 
ever ? No, many of them are gone down 
to the. dark vally. already,; and-(hall: re- 


turn no more. Or look to thoſe brave He- 


res exander;Ceſar; Pompey, and where 
are:they:2- Areithey not all- conquencdiby 
the 'King-of Terrors, and held'in the Pri- 
fon ofi the: Grave; for many' 100 years ? 
Look :to:your Gold, Silver, Pearls; Per- 
farves, coſtly Cabinets, Rately: fiructures, 
Frincely Palaces; )are theſe for-ever ? No, - 
they are corruptible things,and'cannot de- 
liver in the day of the Lords wrath.Kings 


Palaces are deſolate placesready to become 


a heap 3 Crowns are tranſlated from head 
to head 3 Scepters paſs from one hand to 
another 3 and Kingdoms have their rife 
and they have their ruine ; And will you 
E 3 


ſell) 7 
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ſell your precious ſouls for pelf,. and tran- 
fitory traſh, which indeed is more in ex- 
peQation than in fruition ? confider how 
lictle that is worth, for which you run the 
dreadful hazard of lofing Heaven. '. +, 
- But now( if you are þellevers) lift'up: 
your eyes to the everlaſting hills, and put 
the Eagles eye of Faith within the Veil, 
there is the Ancient of Days 3 God your | 
Father is the chiefeſt Good, and higheſt | 
Happineſs 3 there-is Chriſt your dear Re» | 
deemer, the Prince of Glory, and a Houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in theHea- 
vens, and upon the favour of God, the 

... Jove and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, you 

- may (ce Eternity. © - | 2K 
 - :  Agajn, turn your eyes inward to: the 

# hid&nimianofthehkeart, is there the ſeed 

of God, or impreſs of his Image, and the 
Divine Nature ? 1 Fobn 3.9. 2 Pet. 1. 4. 

Is there an active, living, tpringing princi- 
ple. of grace? Fohn 4. 14. On this thou 
mayck read: Eternity 3 Grace is. the Heir 
of Glory, every drop of which runs into 
the Ocean, and nothing elſe can befriend 
you 3 For the things that are ſeen are tem- 
poral, but the things that are not ſeen, are 
eternal; 2 Cor. 4.18, ; #6 ef 7 2h lt wn 


5. Conſider; | 
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5. Confid. Which of the two Fternities 
you are going towards ? I would have you 
deeply and ſeriouſly conſider, that there 
is one place for the Sheep and another for 
the Goats 3 one place for the Righteous, 
and another for the Ungodly 3; one place 
for Believers and another for Unbelievers : - 
one place for the Dead, and another for 
the Living 3 an eternal night or eternal 
day 3 eternal pains, or eternal pleaſures 
eternal Bliſs, or eternal Burnings 3 an 
eternal Life, or eternal Death 3 an eter- 
nal Heaven, or an eternal Hell. 
= Now Sinners, fiop here and conſider; 
1 F unto which of theſe two ao you belong ? 

$ Have you any ccrtainty of a Blefſed and 
Glorious Eternity * that Heaven,and Hell, 
will be your place and portion 3 for refol- 
ving of which, confider, and anſwer to 
theſe Queries. 

Haye you unfeignedly believed, repent- 
&d, and turned to God with the renting 
of your hearts, and reſigned your whole 
ſouls to him? Do you find your hearts 
affeionatly and vehemently carried out 
to Jeſus Chriſt, fo as not to be ſatisfied 
without Union and Communion with 
him? Is Jeſus Chrift the Beloved and 
Darling of your Souls? 
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. - Have you ( being ſenſible of what you | ;| 
have done againſt him, and of your un- | |; 
worthineſsof him ) by a deep and hearty/ | 
humiliation, laid a ſoundation for Hea- 
ven and happineſs ? . You muſt ſow before 
you.can reap, and they that ſow in tears 
ſhall reap in joy, Plal. 126.5. 

. Are you Heaven-born, or born after 
the fleſh only ? If by a ſound work of Con- 
verſion you are become new creatures in- 

deeed, 2: Cor, 5. 17, it is well, ſtand and 

. wonder at amazing Mercy, ifnot,; fear and 
tremble, for if you fail here, you are ut- 

terly undone for ever. | 

: Further, are you riſen with Chriſt, or 

_ idead:in treſpafſes and fins? Eph.2.1, Are 
 yqu partakers:of the firſt Reſurrection, or 
-are-you in your graves. rotting, fiinking, 
in your fins, peing paſt feeling ? Are you 
truly at odds with fin, and every fin? 

- Or: , you, take pleaſure in unrighteoul- 
. neſs:?: Axe-you for Godligels. in the lite 
"and;,pawep of it ? and is there no reign- 
 ingallgwed fin in your hearts and ways ? 
Doth ſin, and every fin look ugly, feel 
heavy;taſte bitter, and no Idol of the heart 
| to keep Chriſt out of his Throne ? No (e- 
'cretifin lived In againſt Conſcience ? Do 

you pray, and dehire to live in the fear, | 

and as under the eye of God, making con- } 
ſcience 


Fe , 5: b, 
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ID, ſ&ret Sins, #hd of ſecret dutics - 


with a'Fhtcre reſpe&t to Gods glory, and 
a good” ?'Doth the heart-ſearching 
God tind/you in your Clofſets, 'on your 
Knees friorning and evening, pouring out 
your fouls before him ? every one that-is 
godly, will pray, - Pſal. 32.6; 

"Are you crucihed to the World, or do- 
your fouls cleave unto the duſt? have you 
a treaſure in Heaven, or- treaſures in the 
fieldonly ? © have you bought the Pear] ?. 
or are you content'with Pebbles ? who are 
your aſfociates,the Divels herd, or Chrifis 
fock ? are you:companions for-Swine and- 
tithy Dogs, the World of Ungodly, or of- 
the-Doves and Lambs of Chriſt ? whoſe 
mark have  yow , | the mark of: ſheep ?* 
Cviz.Holines, Humility,Innocency ) or the 
mark "of Goats: (viz Luſt, Pride, - and- 
Uncleanneſs 2) 'Who keeps the Throne, . 
the King of Saints, or the God of: this- 
World ?: Do:your hearts- and lives ſpeak: 
Heaven, Heaven, Heaven, or Hell, Hell, Hell >- 
Hell is not more the place of the Devil, : 
than the heart of a-wicked-man. Can you 
look upward, and fay, Or Father -which+ 
dit: Heaven,” or thuſt' you look down-- 
ward and fay,Our F ather which art in hell?- 
How: carr yow take corafort inany thing of 


_ world, that arc like to be unſpeakably: 


E. 5: ang. 


and eternally miſerable. in;; the. oeber 


World ? Snppoſe you had as.much of th 

riches, pomp, and glory of the World .a5 
any man that ever lived upon the face of 
the earth ? If you could ſay, this Crown, 
this Kingdom, this Country is mine 3: this 
Gold, this Silver,ot this Shop,theſe Goods 
this Mannor, this Farm, theſe Fields,theſe 


Flocks,this Corn, theſe Cattle,theſe Mines, 


theſe Pearls, theſe Jewels are mine 3 what 
would all avail you, if your Souls are the 
' Devils ? Now,how ſtands the caſe of your 


precious Souls ? are they ſecured ? have. 


you made a real preparation for death and 
jadgment, or left all undone ? Are you 
veſſels of honour prepared unto glory, or 
veſſels of wrath fitted to deftiruction ? Rom. 
22: 23, - Let Conſcience ſpeak, commune 
with your hearts, Pſal.4.4. Confider ,your 
wayes, Hag, 1. 5. Search .and try your. 
- ſelves, Lam. 3. prove your own work, cx- 
amine your ſelves, whether. you arc in the 
Faith, 2: Cor. 13. 5. Whatſoever you ſow: 
you: ſhall certainly reap, Gel: 67,8. and in 
- the place where the tree falleth, there jt 
- hall lie, Eccleſ. 13.13. If it falleth co.the. 
North, it lieth to the North 5 if ie falleth. 
towards. the South, it lyeth tawards- the: 
Sovth. If you live and die towards Hea- 
ven, Weaven will be your place and home 3: 
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but if you tive and die towards Hell, Hell 
will be your place and home. Fox accord- 
| ing to your doing in this World, will be 
your doomin the World that is to come, 
| 2 Cor. 5-10: And is it not fad and dread- 
= ful, to bdlieve that you have precious ne- 
| ver-dying Souls,and do not know whether 

they thall be ſaved or damned, Miand or 

fall, live or dye to all eternity ? and yet 
this is the caſe of Thouſands and Millions 
of men and women now in the world,that 
are making poſt haſt to Hell, and think. 
i and hope they are in the way to Heaven, 
{ ; Prov. I6. 25s 
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3 6. Confid. How near are you tv your ever. | 
' Hlafting habitation? You are all going down: ..." 
the Rreamn* of Time, into the great @- * *1 
cean , and: you will ſhortly come thi- - |: 
ther. There is-not a ſtep you fiep, not a: 
breath you draw, not a word you ſpeak, 
not a-moment of time you |live, but kath: 
an influence upon Eternity. Theſe golden 
fands runningbetween two Eternities, will 
quickly be gone, a ſhort race will be foon: 
run.' O-what a nothing is our life !' viz. . 
a ſpan,adream,awind.,a thaddow,a vapour, | 
a: poſt,. ſwifter. than a poſt,. Fob 7: 6;. You: - 
are. all going to FI and-laf- home;, - 1 

to © 
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to the Houſe of Eternity 3 every man go- 
th to his long home, Eccleſ. 12. 5. How 
doth he go ? he goeth ſwiftly, alway in 
motion, night and day, ſleeping and wa- 
king,labouring or loitering, this Poſt haſt- 
ens,time and tide ſtayes not. Again,he go- 
eth- inſenſibly, man doth not diſcern or 
perceive how his precious time doth fly 
from him 3 the ſhaddow on the Dial paſ- 
ſeth from one hour or figure to another, 
from the Sun-rifing to the ſetting, though 
| its ſpeedy tranſient motion - is not obſer= 
ved; ſo man paſſcth from infancy tochild- 
hood, from childhood to youth, from youth 
to middle age, and fo to old age, and the 
grave; and we take little or no notice of 
it.. Again, he gocth irreſiſtibly, neither 
men- nor. Angels, Phyſick nor Phiſician 
can keep him here 3 it is as cafe, to obſiru& 
.the whole courſe of nature, - or to hinder 
Gods Covenant of day and; night. Aman 
may as well reſirain the- Sun from riſing, 
the-Sea-from flowing, or the wind from 
| blowing, ..as' keep. man from. dying, and 
going to the place appointed for all living. 
We are but of yelierday, Fob 8. 9. it-was 
but as -it' were yeſterday, and he were in 
| the womb of nothing, had no being, and 
it will be butas it were to morrow,and we 
fhall diſappear, and ( be as to this world) 
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as if we had never been. Weare'cruſhed. 


y before the Moth, Job-4. 19. and fn'a 

n | moment wego down into the Grave; ahd 

= (hall come up no more. Yea;our Pi@ures 

(- and Statues remain freſh and firm, when 

- YU we are gone down to the bars of the: Pit, 

Ir aud reſi together in the daft; and 6ur vety 

y Dogs, Horſes live, when we. are: dead 

(- and become meat for Worms. | 

r, This: heart affecting meditation had: a 
h very great influence on a -great Perfiais 
x= King, who taking a view of his huge vaſt 
d- Army, . wept to think that within an hun- 
th dred years, not one man of them would 
he be lefralive. Sinners, you are to look be- 
of | yond the grave, becauſe after death, the - 
er judgment, Heb. 9.27. O then tremble to - 
an confider, that you are all this day-ftanding 
& before the door of Eternity, either on the 
er brink of life; or the brink ofdeath;/ upon 
an the borders of Heaven, or-the: mouth- of 
2, {| Hell, and ſhall ere long be made to-fee 
11 what is on the other fide of the Walt; 
nd as ſoon as Death hath ſhut your eyes; 'yvnu 
18 ſhalt ſee and: know! what you: ſhall-be for 
yas ever. It you are: now unconverted, '!ard 
in without God in the World, you'aret al- © | 


nd moſt come within the ſight. of the-burn= 
ing Lake of Fire and. Brimftone 3- but "if 


of ; 


” 


Salnts, you: are: almoſt: within-che' view = 


'of the-New: Jeruſalem; if ungodly finners, {þ 
:yeu arc almoſt within the dreadful noiſe 
of the milliones of wrath, and the ratlings 
of the fiery chains of the Priſoners of 
Hel, the dolorous out-cires and hideous 
roarings of the Spixits in Priſon, cry- 
ing out. one and all, O what evil, and ax 
taftuite- evil; and bitter- thing is fin, which 
we would not confider or believe til] we came 
#o this diſmal place of Torments | There 
you may hear the curſed, tormented: un- 
believer - crying out upon his God-pro- 
voking-Chrift-rezeCting,and Soul-murder- 
ing. G@nof Infidelity, ſaying in the anguiſh 
af kis-ſoul, 1 Thad accepted of the 'remedy,] 
bad nat been in tbis delefl miſery, #he Lord 
of Glory was at the door, l beard bim knock a 
long time,but wauld vet let him in, therefore 
is Hells month ſhut uponanefar ever. There 
the Swearcrs, Lyars,Blaſhphemers,chac did 
teay:and- read the Sacre} name of their 
Creator, and ſwear' by the Blood and 
Wounds of theiz oftexed Redeemer. are 
heard: with their:hot-and ſcorch'd tongues 
19 bewail that ever they ſhould take the 
Name of the infinitely holy God in vain. 

_ There the hypocritical andialſe-hearted: 
Profeſſors, the ſinners in; iow cry:out and 
with, that either they-had made no.thew: of 


love to- Cari and holineſs at: all, or => 
Y; 
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ithoy\had loved: him in lincerity, and above: 
.Al};\tbat'ſo. they rdight.have. eſcaped over- 
laking burnivgs. 


There the  OIIG ranting, Golbih 
driunkard,. that pleaſed his £yc and: palate 
with his pleaſant cups,; -parkling, wine,and 
curſed companions, is.heard to wiſh in 
the agony of his-Soul,. :0 that Thud been 
ſober, temperate, obſteminer, that ſo T might 


| #108 bave taſted of the mine of the wa of 


God, which is red and full of mixture, the 
dregs whereof I muſt.be: made to —_— & 
ever, Pſal. 75.8. Iſa..5.22.,. © 

There the Glthy, unclean Adv ers, 
and Adultcrefſes, that burned in-thelr heb 


 lich Luſt, which they were xzcſolved to 


fatisfie, are heardto wiſh., O that we bed 
been ſaber, modeſt, chaſt, and that our wan- 
ton, luftfil eyes had: been flark blind, and 
never knows. or ſeen. the face of man or apo- 
may, that ye might not have ſuffered the 
Kengance of Eternal fire,” Fude 7, - 

.-' Bhere the notoxioufly vile, abominable: 
Atheiſts, that mocked and: ſcoffed at the 
bdlicf of a'DNeity. avd Judgment'to: come, 

and that faid-in-the- pride and-Rtoutneſsof 
theix hearts;Jet him makeſpecd;and: haſten 
his work, that you may(ee it ; for we have 
made a Covenant with -Death-, and- 
with Hell are we at agreement, _— 


(x10). 

heard to roav und cry, Oithaowe bud beard, | 
- bolieved; and feat bt; Wa, fareddId by 
Miniſters concerning this dar arnd-dertifal 
ildeeVefars it was too latg i: © 0: 

-'There the --Worldling and. inpececlied 
"Kondhionanity that.made ' Earthi his Hea- 
, yen;i Gold his:Gbd;, and! chiefeft-Govd, ts 
-heard:tb fay:in'the; bitterneſs of his: heart, 
.O that (IT bad never-ſoen auy Gold or Silver 
all 'my dayr, fo that 'l 'migbt have 'ha#' a 
better portion; orthat-T bad with Lazarus 
begged my bread,  ſo-that T _ not: have 
come into this place of torment? -\ ITE 
+» There the timorous, fearful, cowatdly 
Apoftate and. Back-{lider.in heare, who for 
_ fear of a. little outward hardſhip, declined 
his profeſſed Principles, :and - tarned: his 
back on Chriſt; -and his perſecuted: little 
Flock;may be. heard: to-whih; that-cither'he 
had never known'the:way ofrighteoufnels 
On that he had-been«faithfubto the deuth- 

Secure.and ſadly deluded--Souls,: confi- 
der. you ate not far fromthis Jircful gull, 
where multitudes: of Souls: lament: -and 
weep day and night 5 and'certainly; if tho 
hortible:atid amazing cries and'yellingsof 
thoſe: inferna) Spirits were -[ounding:-in 
yout cars,you would not.reſt > og in uy 
beds and houſes: - nn tt 5 wie 

- hive, Were. fad: and: aftoniſting. outs 
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cries,when the world was drowned, when 
Sodom was burned, to ſee the Clouds fud- 
denly drop fire on their heads and heuſes, 


and men, wormen, and Children,burning 
together : but. this was but a flee | bite to 


that place where is weeping and'gnaſhjvg 
of teeth to all Eternity.” Remember all 
you that forget God, the day of your ca- 
lamity is at hand,and the things that ſhall 
come upon you, make haſt, Deut.32,35. ' 
But if you are the ſervants of the Lord 


and rea] Sajnts,. mourners in$7o#, lift up 
your heads and: hearts, for 'you belong to 


another place, a better Country, - viz. To 
Mount Sion, and to the City of the Living 
Ged, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and. 10 an itt 


| neat company 9,0, we ;: t0 the a 


Fa) Wi: St+ 5 


Jae of dw to the Spire of - Fuſt men 


made perfe. And to Telus the Mediator, of 


the New.Covenant;and to the blood of ſprink- 
ling, that fpeaketh better things than that. of 


Abel, Heb.12.22,23.,24- And know, thac 


you are almoſi come within the hearing of 
theſe Heavenly ſongs, eternal triumphs, 


and Hallelujahs of Saints and glorious 
Angels in your Fathers Houſe, I bere yog 
will have fulneſs of joy and pleaſure for ever 
more, Pſal, 16, I Te \ 2 


7. Con- 
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7. Conſider, How ſudden, violent, or 
wnexpecied your end may be, Therefore let 
none think or-ſay, they ſhall dic in their 
neſt; + or promife themſelves a time of 
preparation by a long life, or a lingring 
ficknefs, Conſumption, or ſuch like : Fear- 
leſs, careleſs finners ! you do not know 
what a night,or what an hour may bring 
torth; the rich man in the Goſpel, white 
he dreamed of many days, was arreſicd 
. by # killing and dreadful meſſage 3 Thox 


Fool, this night thy Soul ſhall be required of | 


thee, Luke12.20. He lives not, that know- 
eth where, when, or how he ſhall die, 
ſome have gone to bed well, and died the 
ſame night 3 others hath drop'd dead from 
their horſes 3 fome have died at their 
Tables, whilſt the meat hath been in their 
mouths 3 others have died in their full 
firength, being wholly at eaſe and quiet, 
with breaſts full of milk and bones moiſt- 
ned with marrow; others die in the bit- 
 *erneſs of their Souls, and never cat with 
pleaſure. They ſhall lie down alike in 
the duſt,and the worms ſhall cover them, 
when they are brought to the Grave, and 
Temain in the Tomb. Sirs; there are ma- 
ny dreadful inſtances in the word of God 
of the fad and ſudden approach of this 

mer- 
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4 + - mercileſs meſſenger, death, which fland 


as ſo'many Sea-marks to give you' warn< 
Ing, leſt death ſhould come in an hour you 
look not for it 3 and find you unprepared 


The King of the Chaldeans in his greateſi 


jollity, and having not a thought of death, 
ſaw an hand-writing on the wall which 
was very terrible, and the fame night was 
ſlain, While be was feaſting, and drinking 
wine, and praiſed the Gods of Gold and Sil- 
ver: inthe ſame hour came forth fingers of 
a mans hand, and wrote over againſt -the 


Candelftick upon the Plaiſter of the Wall of 


the Kings Palace; and the King ſaw the 
pare of the band that .wrote; Then the 
Kings Conntenance was changed and hits 


thoughts troubled, ſo that the joints of bis 
loins were looſed,and his knees fmote one*a= 
gain another, Dan.5.3,4 5,6; 30. Death . 


is the King of Terrors, and Terror of 
Kings. Good Hezek#ah received a ſudden 
famrtons for death; 1/:38.1. which made 
him to tur his face to-the-wall,-pray and 


weepſoxc,and'to chatter likea Crane, and 


mourn like a Dove,in-the bitterneſs of his 
Soul; - becauſe he was to go- to the gates 
of the Grave, and to the pit, where there 
is:nohope. The: firſi-born -in Egypt were 
flain-at::midnighe, which made a great 
cry," 'Exod. 12, 29, 30. Korah and his 
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wicked, company were ſwallowed 'up in 
the midſt of their Rebslion, Neumb.16.30, 
31, They went down quick into the pit, and 
all Lſraclfled at the ery of them... ©. 

There died ſuddenly. of the menofiBeth- 
ſremeſ»fitty thouſand :and threeſcore and 
ten, becauſe. they looked--into the. Ark, 
I Sam. 6.19. And: God many' times ta- 
keth away..the.. defire:of our: eyes: with a 
Hroke, as he did'\Ezechiels.wife; Ezek 24. 
- Jobs Children died at their Banquet, 
Pyar was:{mitten. aad:died-in-his fleep. 
Ananias and Sepbirab being Hysband and 
.Wife,died within three:or forir hours one 
of the other, with a ly«.in-then thouths, 
.Afte 5, 5,19 The Rightcous'Jadge many 
times ſhoots-2n arraw.ſugdeaiy:arwicked 
men,they dic.in-the'a& of fin;\ Pſak 64.7. 
When theyzare-about-to fill their © bellics, 
- the Lord: doth caſt the fury of his wwath 
upon” them, a5: he did--vpan: the choſen 
men of 1/rae}, Pſali\ 78s. 30,5 $10 : Many 
times,: God .40: execute his'ficrce wrath; 
ſends out his gefizoying Angel, who: will 
make dreadful work in a little. tiine:3: for 
in one, 'night, in, the Camp-of the' 4ſhn# 
_ ans, the Angelpfthe Lord (mote an hun» 
dred and: foup{core and ''ten.;: thouſand 
that, in the morning. were al} dead Corps, 
Wo. th 36. How ſhore and fnecrtain is 
; our 
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our life; -ſubje& every moment to the 
| ſtroke of death; inl'which'the eaſt crumb 
or fly nay pat arr end unto, as it hath t6 
many ? ' And as our end! may'be' fudden, 
ſo alſo it .may' be; violent, a-mortal dif- 
caſe may invade both heart and head, and 
poor dying creatures many times are (6 
Hiirefſel and diftraQed, :that they carinot 
think of any thing buc their tormenting 
pain, being uncapable to ſay any thing to 
God: or Man about their-Souls:! O-how 
ftupid and unſenſible do many ſouls: make 
their paſſage inco+the other-world:!-Like 
Nabal, or like a man'in a 'Lethargy 3'or 
as ſo many ſiocksor ſtones, and 'not awake 
till they.awake-in the flames: of Hell. -: The 
Rich man died, and in hell lifs up-bis eyes; 
his firſt and (ſecond death was! very uti 
expedted.:. . Alb youi5obdurate finners*! 
fiand: here and” wonder: at the matchiels 
mercy and.'infinite patience! of the'great 
God in;delaying the King of Tetrors fo 
long 3 God hath not dealt ſo-kindly'with 
thouſands of ſinners that are gone before. 
unto judgment, and: who: went 'Yown' £0 
the pit in a'moment,witneſs/the laft dread- 
fut Plague, by the means of which'a hun< 
dred thouſand ſouls were ſent into Ercrni- 
ty. Olet not Loxdon nor England tor- 
_ getthat, and other tremendous judgments 
ay | which 


"(216) 


which our ſins have called fore a worſe 
than any yet ſhould came upon us. The 
forgetting . of our, ktter £nd- is a deadly 
and ama ts fin, and that which will 
haſten judgment. Her filthyaeſ7 is in ber 
ghres, fhe remembreth not her laſt end; 
#berefore ſhe came dawn wonderfully, ſhe 
had 40 Pen, Lam. 1:9. 


— — 


"_— 


— 


8. Conſider. That Vi death cometh to 
ftrike the ſtrokg, your Souls are flartled, your 
Brernity 'is eaſt without change for ever : 
Then your immortal ſouls are for Salvati- 
On,or damnation.z for cternal lite,or eter- 
nal death; 'for an eternal 'Heaven, or cter- 
Ral Hell.. You fadly beſotted: fouls, know 
and remember, while you have a day, be- 
fore - the -golden thred of life be cut, that 
if you be found without Chriſi;Faith, Re- 
Pentances Holineſs, but a'moment after 
death you are undone to Eternity  Aﬀter 
death 'all' means and hopes fail, there is 
no: work or device in the: Grave, Eccleſ. 
9. Gad will be then irzeconcilable, fin un- 
-pardonable, ' Heaven .not attainable, ; and 
your Souls-Joſt irxecoverably. And'then 
.the Devil your |bloody adverſary will have 
his dehign- upen you 3 he knoweth thavit 
you be his in life and- death, that you are 
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his for ever, and thathe and you ſhalt ne- 
yer part, Sinners, this is certain, as the 
tree falleth, ſoit lieth , as is the feed, 'fo 
will be.che harveſt if you do the Devils 
work, you-muſi have the Devils wages 3 
if you march under the command -and 
conduc of the Prince of darkneſs, :and 
ſuffer him to lead and hurry you hither 
and thicther at his will whil you live;you 
will be his Priſoners and flaves :in that 
dreadful dungeans of diſaml darknefs after 
you are dead. | 

Confider, the Land of Darkneſs is no 
place for ſervice, there is. no repenting'in 
the Grave, no Lord have mercy upon us 
written on Hell-gates, no Sabbaths, -no 


| Sermons, no Minifters there. *Tis in the 
4 time of life that you -muſt labour and 
- make preparation for life :eternal 5: be- 


cauſe according to your work-and choice 
in this world will be .your [everlaſting 
Lot in the Work that is to come. Tt is 
appointed for you once ito die,. and after 
death, Heb. 9.27. The pale Horſe:Death 


gocth before, and hell folkweth after, Rev. 


6 8. there -will be no change of your -con- 


dition,the eternal ruine, or eternabwelfare 


of. your precious ſouls depends' on theſe 
few minutesz this ſwift ſirxcam of mans 
lite, after it once turneth or declineth,ever 
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runneth wirli-a perpetualiebb, never flow- 
cth again: fo that all chat you leave un- 
done now,will be undone for ever. If you 
die _unbelivers ,- you will-be : unbelievers 
for ever 3 if youdie under the the guilt and 
power of fin and wrath of God, you will { 
remain.under the guilt. of fin, and-wrath þ 
of: God: for: ever : but if: you--die holy, 
humble, mortified,; fincere ſouls, you will 
xemain holy,. heavenly, and in the favour 
of God forever: Rev. 21. He that is fil- 
thy will be filthy ſtill, and be that is holy,will 


be holy ſtill : But the impenitent unpar- 


-doned inner, . though he live an hundred | 
.ora thouſand years in ſatisfying his luſis, Þ 


{will be-accurſt at laſt. Poor ſinners ! that Þ 


-read this:little Treatiſe, let me beg. you to | 
beup and doing while it is day 3 the night Þþ 
-will come, wherein. you nor no:rhan'can | 
work, :; Feb. 9:44 then to your work with 
might: and main, while your candle is bur- 


:ninp, your Sun ſhinitig';: Will you yet loj- | 


ter, and (ce your glaſs running, your Sun 
ſetting,. your ſelves dying, -and your fouls 
-pexiſhivg 2:10 ſeck the: Lord while he may 


- .be found; Wa.5 5.6. in an acceptable time, 


- 2: Cor.6.2;: before the day paſs as the chaff, 
before the decree bring forth, before the 
evil. day cometh , before they that look 
out of the Windows be dark - and the 
| keepers 
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keepets of the houſe begin to tremble, be- 
fore the doors be (hut in the fireets, and 
the filver cord be looſed, or the Pitcher 
be broken at the. Fountain, before- you. are 
gone to your--long home, iand © the'Spiric 
return to: God thatgaye it. 11 2 © 
Conlider with:your ſelves, axe you fit 
to grapple with this mighty Monarch 
Death ? . are you fraughted for this long 
Voyage, and ready and: willing to paſs 
through this: .dark Entry: ?:-:Take heed, 
and fear, left you be found-unfic;; think 
upon the fadly deluded: Virgins; that had 
their Oil to buy when their Lamps ſhould - 
burn, and ſocame to the door, but found 
it ſhut: think on poor Eſau, that*was 
hunting tor Veniſon, while the loſt the 
Bleſhing, - & Th "3 
Poor perithing ſouls ! what do you in+- 
tend to do ? if you will work, it muſt-be 


now or never z -are you reſolved to ſeek”. } 


and - (ſecure the Kingdom of -God:-firft, 1 
Adeat.'6..33. whilftit s called:today Per | 
willyou beſtow nothing but the dregs ard 
ſauffs of' ratten 'old-age upon God: zind 
your immortal Souls ? O that you might 
know in this your day the things which 
belong to your peace, before they: be hid 


from your eyes !: i. 


DF | 9.Lafily þ 


| ICtao ) 
.--9. ' Lafily,. Confider; Fbat it iz the moſt 
dreadful and amazing fight on this fide Hell 
. +0 ſee a Chriftleſs unbeliever breathing out 
bis la: There: are other fad: fights, viz. 
«to. fee. 4; nian- ſtarving for:went 'of bread, 

or dying for .want-of:ia Phyſitian , or 


drowning for-want.of a: Boat 3 or to ſeea | 


_ mnan; dead, a corps, a:body. without a ſoul, 

butiah ! how ſad and aſtoniſhing a ſpeQa- 
lg is. jt, to'iſee a:man;near the: coaſts: of 
Eternity, 4725 to beholda wretched ſinner 
:In His cold: {(weats andidying groans, with 
his precious: and immortal ſoul . ſtanding 
[on his pale, cold, quivering lips;and death 
the great Conqueror, and King of Ter- 
rors:marching furiouſly. with his Writ of 
.xemove in'ope hand:( not to be reverſed) 
and his deadly dart and ſting in the otlier 
-hand 3 .Conſtience 'on' the 'rack, barking) 


A : biting and: tearing him like a Lion 3 the 


-Devil, Gods Executioner lookfng on, and 
_fanding by 3 the; heart under dejedting 
and finkingideſpair, the'eyes dim and fix- 
ied, . his heart-firings ready. to break; with 
anguiſh 3 his Wife; -Children, Friends, at 
the bed-ſide weeping , ſighing, crying, 
;wringing;their hands, beating their breaſts; 
the Wife crying out, alas my Husband ! 
the Child crying out, alas my Father! 'The 
Poor periſhing ſoul all this while look- 


ing 


< *ECEF © | 
ing backward upon his miſ-ſpent time, 
and by-paſt fins, inward upon his own 
' | heart, adreadful fight ! where he ſeeth no 
» | Chrifi, no Grace, no Purity, nothing but 
> Y fin, puilc, death, darknefs: Then looking 
npward to. that God that has been pro- 
voked, to that Chriſt that hath been re- 
G jected, to that Heaven and Eternity that 
: he hath loſt 3 and looking downward to 
] that dark and dreadful pir, that muſt be 
: his place and portion (with a fearful look- 
1 ing for judgment ) ſeeing the Devils 
- come and ready to ſeize upon him. Oh 
p what a dreadful out-cry and (hrick will the 
- Soul make when it departs ! Perceiving it 
ſelf finking down; down to the. burning 
) Lake, and bottomleſs pit, where he muſt 
a cake up his lodging with devouring fire to 


, all Eternity. 

2 The pangs of death,the worlds loſs, an- 
d guiſh of: conſcience, and frights of Hell 
S meeting together, will: make a, man per- 


be fealy miſerable; and force him to cry out. 
with curſed Cain, Gen. 4.13. My punify-- 

* ment is greater than I can bear ; or to fay 
By ( with the fadly afflicted Church) Bebold 
S | #0 ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, And if the 
dreadful refle&ion- of a -guilty acculing 


Conſcience be fo tormenting here, what 
K- will th: whole fame and Sea of wrath be, | 
'S when 
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when.poured out to the very-utmoſt ? 

_ Senſleſs finners ! Conſider, this may be 
your doleful cafe when you come to die, 
viz. to have much ſorrow and wrath with 

yourficknels, Eccleſ,5.. 17. For there is u0 
peace to the wicked, ſaith my God: not one 
word in all the Bible, but ſpeaks terror in 
life and death, though the ſinner lives a 
hundred years, he ſhall be accur(t, he dieth |} 
ynder all the curſes written in Gods Books | 
yea,under that molt dreadful Goſpel-curſe, | 
T Cor. 6.22. The apprehenſion of which | 
will cauſe: ſuch difiration of fpiric, and 
{ad refle&ions of guilt, which will make | 
| them curſe their God and their King ; | 
looking down to the pit, roaring out, who 
' among us ſhall dwell with devouring fire ? who 
among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting burn= 
- #ngs ? Therefore be wiſe to conſider this, 
all ye that forget God,leſt be tear you in Pie- 
ces,and there be none to deliver, P(al.50.22. 
And as *tis dreadful and amazing to ſee 
the Unbeliever dying, fo on the contrary, 
*tis comfortable and reviving to ſee the 
godly mandying , becauſe his ultimum is 
his optimum, his laſt is his beſt, the day of 
bis death i better than the day of bis birth, 
Ecelcf. 7. 1. his end js peace, Pſal.37 37. 
God at peace,conſcience at peace,and all 
at peace 3 © blefled fight, to ſee the _— 
| orn 
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born panting Soul going out of the World 
upon the wings of joy,calmneſs and ſeren{-' 
ty of ſpirit, with tull ſail for Heaven, long- 
ing and crying out, Make no tarrying, O 
my God, haſt my beloved, haſt; ſocome 
Lord Jeſus; I defire to depart and to be- 
with Chriſt, which is beſt of all, Phil.1.23.- 
You have heard what are the great things 
to be confidered, namely, that an end will - 
certainly be, this world is no place of con-* 
tinuance3 they that now ſee you, erelong 
will fee you no more for ever : You have 
heard that, your preſent thingg will periſh, 
that info full of dezdly-poifon will leave 
a ſting,a dart that will frike through your 
Liver,ant that the caſe of the wicked will . 
be doleful; 'dreadfu),. yea, deſparate, when 
they come to die 3 for when death comes, 
your Soul then will be ftated fo as there 
can be no alteration to Eternity. | 


The next thing is,to ſpeak to the reaſons 


why *tis a duty 6 matter of ſuch moment 


 taconhfider, which are theſe following. * 


Reaſon 11s taken from God, Becauſe the 
only wiſe, gracions,muft indulgent and ſoul- 
compaſſionating God wiſheth it, and that 
moſt vehemently, O that they were wiſe | 
that they underſtsod this, that they would 
conſider their latter end ! Sirs, in this pa- 
thetical Option or deſire, there is the very 
© -'3 | Lene: 
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tender bowels of God) this is, the very 
Janguage of his heat, and it is, as, if. he 
had (after the manner of men ) ſpoken 
thus co his faithfal ſervant Moſes. I have 
but one with,or requeſt,and all is compre- 
hended in this one,vis. that thou thould 
go and tell them from me, that they muſt 
be wiſe to conſider this, to remember the 
days of old, and the years of many Gene- 
rations, what I have done for them in 
chuſtng them above all Nations of the 
World to be my Treaſure, portion and 
peculiar People 3. and becauſe I love them 
1 have delivered them, wrought wonders 
for them in Egypt, the Red-Sea, and in 
the Wilderneſs 3 and have kept them as 
tenderly as the apple of mine eye,carrying 
them upon Eagles wings, but yet let them 
know, that they have forgotten me, pro- 
voked me, and that their end is like to be 
miſerable 3 for a fire is kindled in mine 
anger, and unle(s they do ſpeedily conſider 
ir, will burn to the loweſt Hell. 
Now you ſouls in peri], which is beſt ? 
to thwart, croſs, and grieve your well- 
wiſhing, deareft, beſt, and only friend ; or 
to pleaſe and gratific your profeſſed, dead- 
ly, implacable enemy ? Your Adverſary 
the Devil cannot endure that you ſhould 
think of Death or Dying 3 for if Satan 
that 


_zALC+ 
thatigld Serpent. would -permit, and ſuffer 
you to, look into. HeN, - he: could: neither 
_ drag nor-draw you thither at his pleaſure. 
And. will you gg. on in. the ways of fin 
and..death ? or-bethink.your ſelves whoſe 
you are, what. you have done, whither,yo# 
axe going, and what: is like- to become of 
you when your breath,is gone, w hatpro= 
viion you have made-for the other world, 
that ſo the great buſineſs between God 
and your ſouls may be made up. 

Sinners ! if the infipitely-holy, juſt, and. 
righteous God did. dejize - or delign- your 
ruine. and deſiruQion; .he:'would not have 
excited: you to. this ſolemn. and ſerious: 
ra deration of theendof fin, Death, and. 

Eternity, until it were 400 late, and you ' 
Jeſt, wn" bs remedy 3, ſo. that what is here 
iatended, hath a. tendency to. make you 
happy if it be xegarded. | 'Q) that they were ' 
wiſe, &c. 
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Reaſ 4. Becauſe 4 SS F ER heart-. 
affeGing conſideration of deatb andthe grave 
will beth. realize it, and repreſent is 8s near 5 
even.at the door, and make it'to ftand in open 
view : Whereas things looked upon at.a 
diftance, whether they be! goad or whether 
they be eyil;having _ alittle, if any, influ- 
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ence ©. now a lixed and hearty confidera- 
tion will-give as it were a'being for future 
things, and bring rherti near, ſo'that you 
may-reallyconvetſe with-thoſe things. - 
' A truly godly man that hath a view of 
unſeen things' by Divine contemplation 
here apon the wings'of Faith and Hope, 
he may afcerid up to Heaven, and walk a 
eurn in the golden ſtreets of the New Fern- 
falem, as the Prophet Ezekiel was in the 
Viſion of God at Feruſalem in his mind, 
when his body ' was by the River Chebar 


S-— 3m90ng the Ciptives in- the Larid©of the 
. Chaldeans:;fo Tikewiſt thoſe fadly wound- 


ed Spirits, who- through fear” of death, 
are all their life time ſubject *to Bondage, 
' being exerciſed with Soul-conflics, -atid 
vader powerful cutting and, kifling'c6nvi- 
&ions of ſin atid miſery; have ich thatk 
ind diſtal thoughts und apprehenfibns'of 
Hell and the wrath of God, which makes 
them ever and anon to enter into the 
Chambers of death,and vitlit the Priſoners 
of rhe Pit; and look upon that black Gulf 
and Aery Furnace to be fonear, that they 
are on the brink of it falling down conti- 
nuallys This hath been the cauſe of many 
of Gods precious Ones, who are now in 
Heaven above all theſe fears and: frighes 
that. were: ofice rhdte.. bitter. than _ 
SIT; | > & An 


(127) 
And Oh how many travailing with theſe” 
Pangs and Aponies of Soul, are ready to - 
cry ouit with holy Fob ! Chap 6.4. The 
Arrows of the Almighty are within me, the 
poyſon whereof drinketh up my Spirits, the + 
terrors of God do ſet themſelves in array a- - 
gainſt me: Such is the. nature of meditati- - 
on, or conlideration, that it will cauſe fu- - 
ture and remote things to have a real, . 


powerful , and deep impreſſion. on our. - | 


minds. As for inſtance, | 

A Merchant in India, by his meditati- -* .. 
on or contemplation, may converſe with - 
his Aﬀairs,his Wife, Children,and Friends - 


in England, or a Merchant that's walking , | 


on the Exchange in London may have his . 
mind and thoughts in Spain or Italy, or 
elſe where 3 a MalefaQtor caſt into Prifon 
for ſome notorious crime,may long before 
the Aſſizes , converſe with the fad cir- 
cumftances of his Trial; he may ( in his. 
thoughts ſee himſelf brought co the” Bar, 
ſtanding before a terrible Judge to hear 
his Indi&tment read, the Charge proved, 
his doom and ſentence pronounced, and 
ſee( as it-were ) himſelf at the place ofhis 
_ Execution, with the Rope about his neck, 
which ruſt immediately hang him : And 
if you .would -jn good--earneft ſer your | 
Aeiyes 10 confider your latter end, you may + 

; | F: 5. xcally. 
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really and. heart affecingly converſe with 
Old-age, weakneſs, Sickneſs, your death- 
bed, ſhort-breathing, co'd ſweats, dying 
pangs and groans, winding-ſheet, coffin, 
and ſee your ſelves ( as it were) ſtretched 
out,nailed up,and on the ſhoulders of men 
carrying you to the Grave, where worms 
and filthy Vermin muſt feed upon you. 

The Servants of God and Saints of old 
have done this with great ſucceſs, and 
Soul-advantage, and ſo ſhould you. They 
bave reckoned or counted their Lives by 
days, becauſe they were every day liable 
to death, and expeRed it dayly. Teach ws to 
u#umber onr days, ſaid Moſes, Pal. 90. 12. 
Few and evil. have the days of my life been, 
faid old Jacob. For man: that is born of 
s woman, is. of few days, Job 1,5. All 
the time of which (ſaid Job) will I wait 1ill 
my change come, Job 14. 14. For T know 
that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the 
bouſe(a dark. houſe)appointed for all living, 
And Chapter 17. I.. he ſaid, my breath is 
corrupt, my days are extind, the Grave is 
ready. for me 3 where ever he went or came 
he was looking for a grave. Again, by 
confideration we may. not only look to. 
the Grave, but beyond it, to the great 
txanſa&ions, and. aſtoniſhing things that 


qt Mall be after death. We. may converſe 


with 
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with the worlds burgjngs Chrifts coming, . 
the. Trumpets ſounding, the Graveg.open-. 
logs. the dead's:irifing, the wicked's.'roar- 
ing, (who -as;jolly as. they. arc) ſhall then. 
cry to dead and deaf Mountains and rocks: 
to fall 'on. them, to hide them from the 
dreadful face of the npw lighted Son of 
God,” for in - that ;great: day of his fierce 
and terrible ; wrath, they: will: not. be able 
to:ſtand, Rev. 6.16, 17: 

By this realizing. "believing conſiderati- 
on, we may ſee the Judge ſtanding, behind 
the door:; and the Son of God (as it wer 
ready to-break forth 'of the Clouds with 
power and'great, glory,as Hierom did, who - 
ſaid, whether I cat or drink» I hear this- 
voice in my cars, Ariſe ye: dead, and come- 
to Tudgment :; now if a right conſiderati-- 
on of the great things to.come be fo pene-. 
tratings and. heart-awakening, let death. 
which always doggeth you at your heels: 
be often upon your thoughts, your heads: 
and hearts too ſhould be much upon it 3, 
every night you lic down,and every morn=- 
ing. you ariſc, let there be ſome ſerious: 
and awful thoughts of Death and Eternity,. 
That which many.have engraven on their 
Rings, viz. Remember to die, 1ct it. be by. 
the pen of a Diamond written on your: 
coma It is ſtorie of Philip of mr” | 
| tnaz -* 
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that-he Jaid a charge upon -one of his Ser- 
vants'to 'come every morning into - his 


Chamber, and proclaim'this, That hewas. 


rhortal; and if a Heathen were fo careful 
of keeping the. memory of his Mortality , 
much more ſhould a Chriſtan , we ſhould 
always rertiember the days of darkneſs, 
and keep Life and Death,Heaven and Hell 


before us, there' being but a ſtep between 


us:and Death. . The negle& and want of 


this,: was Iſraels fin, and Ferwſalem's too s. 


Shee did not remember hey laſt end, therefore 
tt came down wonderfully, Lam. 1% 9. and: 
this God who_ would have us remember 
and-confider, doth ſadly. complain of, by 
the Propher, Iſa. 1.3. calling Heaven and 


ecafider ns La ets 3» BR Refi, 
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Reaf. 3. A ſerious conſideration of your 
Tatter. end ( through. grace ) will 'prove' an 
abſolute and ſover ign Antidote to expel the 
greateſt evil ( yea, a means to eſcape an in- 


. finite loſs, viz." ſin and the dreadful effeiis - 


ow 


6d gonſequences of It, . 
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What is the cauſe of that Toundation 

and Sea of wickedneſs, and moſt prodigi- 
ous iis thit tre tow in the World, and 
in this Nation, in every City, Town, and 
Place, and in moſt Fatnilies, among all 
ranks and degrees of men, vis. Magiſtrates. 
Miniſters, People, Parents, Children, Ma- 
ſers, Servants, but this.their not duly and. 
deeply conſidering heir latter end ? This 
we find laid down in the word of God to 
be one main ground of all fins, and of'the 
negled of duties. 
You careleſs Souls ! Did: you - believe 
and remetnber 'that you ruſt die, 'and: 
come to judgment, that your naked ſouls, 
and naked fins. muſt ſhortly, ſtand before 
the moſt tremendous, direful Judge of 
quick- and dead, the refleion hereof 
would be as a knife at your: throats, as a 
ſword at your breaſts;or #s a hand-writing 
on-the wall to retard and hinder your con- 
Rant and deſparate courſe of wickednels. 

O what horrid;hclliſh' outrages are now 
commited, and that deliberately, impu- 
dently; obſtinately, even againſt the light 
of Nature, Conſcience, Scripture ! What 
Curſing, Lying, Swearing, Blaſpheming, 
Sabbath- breaking, Cheating, Couzening, 
Stealing ! What Wantonneſs ,- Filthi- 
nefs, Uncleanneſs, Swiniſh Drunkenneſs, 
_ Coyctoulneſs,. 
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Covetouſneſs, Earthly-mindednefs ! what 


Mocking; 'Scofting; Wrath, Envy,, Malice,. 
Pride,  Paffian,; and | Spiritua] Wiekednels 


too,. as -Unbelief,. Atheiſm, Impemitency, 
Hypocrifie,;Apoſtalie, Hatred: of God, his 


People, Miniſters, ways and Ordinances, 
every -where aboundeth ! - Men - declare 
their-{in like Sodow 3 and arenot aſhamed - 
of. the unfruitful works of-darkneſs, ' and. 


why; 2 but becauſe they do mot ſet their 
Minds and hearts upon their latter end. 
Poor dying finners! Let me ( out of. 
tender compaſſion to your, bleeding, and 
almoſt tinking ſouls ) intreat-you as for 
the Lords ſake, to, go down to tie-Grave, 
to go down to Hell in your thoughts, and 
ſtop here, and think of the King of Ter- 
rors, the worm of-confcience, the approach. 
of Devils, the-burning Lake, the bottom- 
leſs pit, the loſs. of God, of Chriſt, of Hea- 
ven, and your precious ſouls; remember 
thoſe fiery ſcorching endleſs flames, the 
preſence and company of Deyils, Repro- 


bates and damned Spirits and your (weet 


morſels will be gall- and wormwood to 
you. Theſe amazing. things being truly. 
refleted on, will be as lightning in your 
eyes, Thunder in your cars, as Thorns, 
Darts, and {words in your fleſh; as Poy- 


fon in your Bowels, as Fire in your Bones. 
| | = 
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to compel and force you ſpeedily to curb. 
and check the reins of your hellith Lufts,. 
that.ſo you might fly from. the wrath: to. 
come. -— 

Did you but view that dark and'cold' 
grave and hot Hell that is ſo near, you 
would rather fiarve. or die , than run. to 
that exceſs of riot 3 you could' not ſleep, 
and ſnort, dance and ſport upon the pits 
brink under ſuch a confideration. 

But forget all this, baniſh the thonghts 
of God, Death, and Hell; and: you will 
run and ruſh into fin,as the horſe into the 
Batte), Luke 12. 45. crying peace, peace, 
till danger, death and deſiraQtion. come, 
1- T hef. 5. 3, 

This was that mighty fin that ripened: 
Fernſalem-for ruine,and brought her down 
wonderfully. Her filthineſs is in ber (hirts, 


| freremembreth not her laft end, . The Lord 


cowplaineth by the Prophet 1ſaiah of the 
ſame thing, Iſrael doth not know, my peo- 
ple doth not confider: But what follows, a 
finful Nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
a ſeed of — they have fer ſaken the 
Lord; they have provoked the holy one of 1f- 

rac}. Compare Lam.1.9, with I/ 1.3,4-. 
But he that doth that which is lawful 
and right, fhall faye his ſoul alive; 
who is that ? He that conſidereth,. and _ 
turn«- 


(136) | 
turneth away from all his tranſgreſſions - 
that he hath committed, he ſhall fave his. 
Soul, whofoever doth periſh, that man 
ſhall never periſh, Ezek. 18.14,28. 


— 


be 


Rea(l. 4. The conſideration of your latter 
erd will be a powerful incentive to make you 
exert, and put forth the greateſt induſtry in a 
way of duty, Yea, it will certainly have an 
influence upon all our duties, and upon all 
our graces; for confidering and doing are 
frequently joyned together, Pſal 41. 1. 
Prov. 31,:16. She confidereth a field, and 
buyeth it. T thought on my ways,or confider- 
ed my- ways, and txwrned my feet unto thy 
teſtimonies, Pal. 119.59. Lam.3 40. Heb. 
I0. This, if any thing, will make you ſe- 
rious, diligent and conſtant in any duty, - 
and to work while it is day, before the 
night cometh; wherein no man can work, 

The Apofile exhorts, to confider one axo- 
other, #6 provoke to love andgood works z and 
jo much the more as ye ſee the day approach- 
ing, Heb. 10, 24, 25. The remembrance of 
the day of our death, and of our paſſing 
into. Eternity, with a deep impreſſion of 
it upon the heart, will be as a voice of 
thunder,ſpeaking to the ſecure ſenſleſs fin- 
ner. Awake, awakezthou that ſlcepeſt,open 
TORT A OAT TAY thine- 


Theoves h_ Muxdezers will-pray-in Pri- 
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thine eyes, ſtand upon thy feet, and behold 
and ſce what a Sea of blood-and wrath-i Is 
here ! See and believe, believe and confi- 
der, conſider and fear, fear and fly, and 
make hafte in. thy work: Thy work: is 
great .and weighty, diverſions are many, 
adverſaries are (irong, thy ſirength is 
{mall,thy time is ſhott,thy account is Brear, 
Death and Judgment are at thie door{there- 
fore up and be-doing now or-never. . 

You ſlow and ſluthful fouls ! lee yeur 
apparent.-and incvitable danger ſuddenly 
provoke and ſpur ypu-unto your duty to 
ſeek- the Lord in a time accepted;: before 
the door of life be ſhut, God withdrawn, 
and Mercy quite gone, : 

.._ The piofaneſi Sex-man will figh, mourn 
—_—_ -Promiſe,, vaw.,: if-death and danger 
looks hier-in the face, when the Ship was 
like to'be broktn;avd death threatened in» 
mediately to ſurprize them, the Mariners 
were ſore afraid,: and cried every one to 
his:God.. : And this the very: light of na- 
tire; diGated to the Ship: maſter ( though 
a Hoathen) that then- it. was no.teafon 
to ſleep 3: What meaneſt thon O ſleeper, 
ariſe, ard' call upon thy God., if ſo be 
that God will 1bink apon us that we periſh 
ot; Jonah 1, .6; 'And:the moſt notorious 


nz 
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ſon, or when they-come to the Gallows 
the place of Execution. HOT 
When the moſi Righteous Judge (ent 
his deſtroying Angel to the City of Lo#- 
den,and other places in the year 65. for the 
dreadful fear of which many thouſands 
did fly, and many thouſands did fall, viz. 
the carkaſſes of men like dung; upon the 
ground, and as handfuls after the harvelt- 
man. When Death did knock at a thou- 
ſand doors in one night, O what confeſſing 
of fin, faſtings,' cryings, and importunate 
knocking was there at'the throne of grace 
( and it may be by 'many perſons and fa- 
milies, that -prayed but little ' before- or 
ſince.) That God would pity, pardon,and 
remove that.amazing,ſweeping Jadgment 
which is now almoſt forgotten. - Upon'ari 
awakening apprehenfion of Ninevehs fatal 
xaine, the King and his Noblts decreed 
and proclaimed-a Faſt, and enjoyned every 
one to cry mightily to God, Fonab 3.7. 
-- Sinners were you but truly ſenſible of 
your. peril, you would pray'to' purpoſe, 
viz, more ardently, more inwardly, more 
deeply, (more affeFionately. than ever.yyou 
have done, It was a ſuppoſed danger,and 
that of death, that cauſed Facob to weep 
and make ſupplication 3 -For Eſau hated 
Jacob, aud ſaid in: bis. beart, the days of 
| | mourning, 
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mourning for my Father are at band, = 
will 1 ſlay my Brother Jacob, Gen. 27. 
and Facob was greatly afraid and ifireſed, 
Gen. 31. 7. Which made him fo impor- 
tunate with God for deliverance, and he. 
prevailed, Ger. 31. 11.Hof, 12. 4. Poor 
ſinners ! your caſe is dangerous,(1 will not 
ſay deſperate ) but you are.-ignorant. of 
itz you do not know thatiyou are poor, 
miſerable;blind, and naked , were you but 
ſenſible that you are liable to the wrath of 
God, the ſtroke and ſting of Death eve- 
ry. moment, it. would conſtrain' you to 
cry mightily. to God for pardon. Holy 

. Fob, when he confidered of Death and 


| adgment, ſet Prayer to work, - and ſaid, 


W by doſt thou not pardon my tranſareſſ row, 
and take away mine ;inquity y for now ſhall 
I ſleep in the duſt ? O that thou would|t bide 
me in the grave, that thou wouldjt keep me 
ſecrex till thy wrath be paſt,that thou would(t 
appoint me 4 ſet time, and remember me; 
Job 7.21. & 14-13» This alſo made thoſe 
two gracious Kings, Hezekiab and David 
to weep and pray'in the bitterneſs of their 
ſouls: in thoſe days was. Hazekiah ſick un- 


. to death, and Iſaiah the Prophet came.nnto 


bim and ſaid, Thus ſaith the Lord, ſet thy 
bouſe in order, for thou. ſhalt die, and ot 
live. Then Hezckiah turned bis face to the 

| wall, 
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wall, and wept ſore; and prayed to the Lord, 
Ifa. 38, F,2,3. » BL on 

David. when the ſorrows of death com- 
paſſed him, and the pains of Hell got hold 
of him, then {ſaid he ) I called wpon the 
Lord, O Lord I beſeech thee deliver my Soul, 
Pal. 116. 3, 4. Fonzeh that could ſleep in 
the Ship; prayed in the Whales belly, Ort 
of the belly of Hell cried I, and thou beardeſt 
my voice, -Jonah 2. 2. The Apoſile Peter, 
and Chrift himſelf prefleth prayer from 
theconfideration of the end of the World, 
The end of all things, is at hand, be-ye there- 


 foreſobor, andiwatch anzoprayer,1 Pet.4.7. 


And,pray ( ſaith Chriſt ) that ye me' eſcape 


all theſe things; and ftand before the Sun of 


man, Luke 21.36. Neither doth our dear 
'Eord Jefus preſs that on us, which heUid 


not -praQiſe'3 for being ſenſible +of the _ 


bitter and moſt dreadful cup of his Fathers 
wrath, he-prayed; Father, if it be poſſible, 
ler this cp paſs, Mat, 26, 39; © 

_ Sinners ! let me tell you, as fecure and 
ſenſleſs a5 you are, an awakening fmpreſs- 
lion of approaching Death and Judg- 
ment upon your ſouls, would be as the 
cry at midnight to excite and ſtir you up, 
to: get in your Oil, and to trim your 
Lamps. The Virgins both wiſe and fooliſh 
were all aſleep, and ſecure enough, os 
: ae ICS that 
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that ſudden and amazing cry was heard, 
Bebold, the Bridegraom cameth, go yo forth to 
meet him. Mat. 26.6, Then they all aroſe and 


trimmed their Lamps. Tis the form and 


rain that haftens the Bee into the hive,that 
brings the Traveller.into. his Ing. the Ship 
into the Harbour: So likewiſe the .ſenſe 
of death, the dead and drouzy profefſor 
unto his Prayer. In their afflidions ey 


, will ſeck, me early, Hol.5. 15. 


An heart-affeQing Mediation of un- 
changeable eternity, will be as a” voice 
from the Clouds, crying, Haft. fianers, baft, 
poſt-baſt ; baſt as for thy life in the. work 
of Faith aud Repentangce, in parting with 
fin, and cloſing with Feſus Chriſt, mas 


which there will be no hope. Noab |: was mo+ 


ved with fear, and prepared and got into 
the Ark, to the faving of his houſe, when 
the ſecure deladed world died by the de- 
luge, Heb. 11.7. knowing the terror of the 


| Lord, we perſwade men, 2Cor. 5. 19: 


| You wretched finners that will not be» + 
lieve or confider untill you are juſt drop- 
ping into the pit: if you had but a little 
cranny to look into the other world, how 
violent and reſolute would you be in the 
ſpeedy proſecution of your known duty ? 


1 you would examine, prove, and try your - 


{elves 3 you would, rcad, hear, meditate; 
| _ watch, 
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watch, pray, repent, fear, love, obey more 
than ever. Did you ſee, the night will 
come,is coming, and that the days of dark- 
neſs ſhall-be many, Whatſoever you qo, you 
will ds it with your' might, Ecclefy 9. 10, 
Now before the decive* bring forth, before 


the day paſt' as the Chaff, before the fierce 


anger of the Lord,come npon yo, ſeek ye the 
Lord z for how ſhall you eſcape if you neglef 
ſo great ſalvation? Zeph.2.2,3. Heb.2.3. 


es _— 


— 
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Reaſ. 5: You are to conſider your latter 
end, becauſe bere-lieth your bhigbeft wiſdom , 
O that they were wiſe, &c. If you would 
be ſo-wiſe as-to exceed all the wife men, 
great Statifts, and Politicians in the world, 
it maſt bein conſidering of; and preparing 
for. your end. ': Sirs, in this you are moſt 
concerned, becauſe hereby you will pro- 
mote your own intereſi, for it will make 
a man profitable to himſelf, wiſe for him- 
def, "Fob. 22; 2. Prov. 9. 12. *Tis true 
Wiſdom to undetand'this,viz to be wiſe 
to that which is good, Rom. 16. 19. to be 
wiſe in Chriſt, to ſecure the chiefeſt good 
is the beft wiſdom. 

' There are many wordly wiſe men, who 
while they live, provide for every thing 
but death,and they are often ready to die, 


before 


_—— 
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before they begin-to live; (in a ſpititual 
ſenſe) and is it not a very unfit and fad 
ſeaſon to. prepare for death when it is a 
burthen to liye ? And indeed, ſuch axe the 
many evils -attending, old-age, that men 
car: have no. pleaſure in them;Eccleſc12. 1, 
And fhall theſe be accounted the gnly wiſe 
men, that are but wiſe in their Generation 
to get the World, to purſue lying vanities, 
and forſske their own. mercies, to hew 
out Ciſterns., broken Cifterns that can 
hold no;water, and forſake the Fountain 
of living water ? This is to prefer Pebbles 
before Pearls, to gain Earth and to loſe 
Heaven, er. 2.13. Jonab 2, $. Mat.16. 
26, Tobe happy for a time, and miſerable 
to Eternity, | 1c) te) 

True wiſdom, and ſerious conſideration 
is exerciſcd about things good and evil ; 
yea, "tis converſant about the beſt: good 
how it may attain it, and about the worſt 


( evil how it may impede, avoid; and eſcape 


it, chufing/ the moſt adequate ard cffecual 
means to: bring it-to paſs. This excellent 


Divine: Wiſdom js proper-and. profitable 


to dire ,Prov.1o. 10.and fo it doth every 
conſidering godly man while he lives, faft 


and firmly to ſecure that which he hath 


of . greateſt value , viz. a precious ſoul, 
more worth than any thing he ſtands poſ- 
| ſefſed 


Y  - - 
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ſefſed of. If all the Rocks were Pearls,” af 
the Earth and Heaven Gold; or ifall the 
waters in this vaſt Ocean were (converted 
Into” Chryſtal, or the moſt precious tones 
in the World, 'and put alt in one ſcale 
and the Soul into the other fcale, the Soul 
would weigh it all down. Our dear Lord 
tells us , that the gaining of the whole | 
World is an invaluable contideration to 
the loſs of one ſoul, Mat. 16. So that he 
muſt be wife indeed, that hath' gotten a 
Cabinet for this rare incomparable”)ewel, 
where it will be for ever fafe. ' * He that 
winueth Souls is wiſe, ſaith the wiſeſt off 
2 meer man, Prov. 11. 30. And furethenÞ 
he is ſo that ſaves his own. Again, he that} 
conſidereth his end, is in the very way toſ 
procure and make the belt friend that willl 
certainly ſtandhim in ſtead to purpoſe,and 
In the greateſt peril, viz, God, Chriſt, An- 
ples, Saints, Conſcience, Scripture, his real 
friends. When once the breach is made 
up between God'and'the poor Soul,” who 
can harm or hurt' it ? If Ged 'be for us, 
who can be againſt us ? Rom, 8, 1 will lay 
me down and ſleep in peace, Plal.q,8, More- 
over, he provideth againſt the greatefif 
wants, by laying up for a ſpending time]. 
There was not a man to be found in all 
Egypt ſo wiſe as Feſeph, who hg 
dog their 
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their want, filled the ſtore-houſes againſt 
the years of Famine he that gathereth his 
meat in the Summer ( ſaith Solomon ) is 
wiſe, Prov. 10, 5, Confider the time of 
Youth is your Summer 3 old age, a lick- 
bed, is not a gathering but a ſpending 


time, and you are not wiſe, wiſe towards 


God, wile for your precious fouls, that do 
not make it your buſineſs to trade and lay 
up a fiock and ftore againlt that time. Ma- 
ny a lilly Soul, -like the wanton Gralhop- 
per, leaps,and skips, chirps,and lings all the 
Summer, and when the Winter cometh, 
periſheth for want : But the truly ſerious 
and confidering Soul, like the laborious 


Bee or Ant, toils ot labours in the Sum- * 


mer : And that man might pat off ſloth, 
and learn his duty, and fo provide for 
time to come, Solomon ſends him to the 
Ant, Go to the Ant thou ſluggard, conſider, 
her ways, and be wiſe, which provideth her 
Meat in the Summer, and gathereth her 
foodin Harveſt, Prov. 6. 6, 8, And lo the 
wiſe in heart, that trade for Eternity, lay 
up the beſt ſupplies againſt the evil day, 
which are the Favour of God, and intereli 
in Chriſt, pardon cf fin, peace ot Con- 
ſcience, a fiock of prayers, rich and choic: 
experiences, and love-tokens of their t a- 
thers Favour, the evidences ot their Bea- 


G venly . 'Þ 
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This is the hidden and 
Heavenly Treaſure of the godly man , 
who only is called the man of Wiſdom, 
Mich. 6.9 | 

Belides, he preveneth the wort evils, 
viz, The guilt ef Sin, the ſting of Death, 
ſorrows of Hell, terrors of Conſcience, 
the wrath of God, the loſs of God, his 
Soul and Heaven, This infinite and ir- 
reparable evilor loſs he ſhall never ſuſtain, 
becauſe this timely confideration of death, 
and Judgment, will be as means to fit him 
for it. They that were ready went in 10 the 
Marriage, Mat.25. 10. 

But for you that are careleſs of your 
immortal Souls, that think not of Death, 
that will not conſider your latter end ( if 
infinite mercy do not ſpeedily prevent ) 
you will certainly die without wiſdom 3 


if you donot fſeafonbly ſecure your ſouls, 


make God and Chriſt your friends (while 


the poor people of God lay up a treaſure 


in Heaven) a good foundation againſt the 
time to come, New will treaſure up wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and revelation 
of the Righteous Fudgment of God, Rom. 
2. 5- And this is the doleful caſe of many 
worldly wife men, and of thoſe too whoſe 
office and imployment is to keep, ( if it 
might be ) others alive, viz. to cure di- 

ſcales 
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ſcaſes, and prevent Death. Te is obſerved 


concerning Paracelſus , a great Phyfitian, 
a man very $skilful in Chimical Experi- 


ments, that he bragged and boaſted, that 


he had attained to ſuch wiſdom in diſcer- 
ning the conſtitutions of men, and in ſtu- 
dying Remedies, that whoſoever did fol- 
low his Rules, and keep his Directions, 
ſhould never die by any Diſeaſe 3 caſually 
he might,and of old age he muft, but he 
would undertake to ſecure his health a- 
gainſt Diſeaſes. A bold and moſt pre- 
ſumptuous undertaking : But he, who by 
Art promiſed to prote& others, could not-- 

his Art make himſelf a Protection in 
the prime of his Age, who died before or 
when he had lived but thirty years. 

Poor Mortals ! ith that you cannot pre- 
vent Death, it is your wiſdom to prepare 
for it; and for as much as you cannot by 
any means, power or {kill keep off the 
tiroke of Death, get while you may, a 
remedy or Antidote againſi the ſting of 
Death, that when you die, you may not 
die unpreparedly , or die without wiſ- 


*dom. For man in bonour that underſtand- 


eth not, is like the beaſt that periſheth, Plal. 
94. 20, So did that miſerable miſtaken rich 
man, who ( though by himſelf or others | 
judged wiſe ) inthe account of the only - - 
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wiſe God was a very fool; who providing 
only for the time of life and not for death, 
did deſerve the name of thow fool this night 


ſhall thy Soul be required, Luke 12. 20. A 


dark and dreadful night indeed in which 
he loſt both Worlds at once, Earth and 
Heaven too.And will you ſay that youare 
wiſe, and not conſider what -your end 
ſhall be ? The five Virgins are called foo]- 
iſh Virgins. But why ? Becauſe they did 
rot make proviſion for the Bridegrooms 
coming, and when they came to the door 
it was ſhut upoh them; ah ! ſad and dread- 
tal diſappointment, 

But the diligent and prepared foul, that 
Nath gotten in his oil, and made all ready, 
is ina capacity to look upon death with a 
fmiling aſpe&, becauſe the deadly poiſon 
and ſting is out, and it can but kill the 
body, "cis not able to hurt the Soul : But 
the ſleepy fecure finner, will be dreadfully 
furpriſed, as Belſpazzar was by the hand- 


writing , that appeared on the wall, the 


terrifying and amazing fight of which 
changed his countenance,and troubled his 
thoughts, ſo that neither his Wine, his. 
Wives, or Concubines could comfort him, 
who had lifted up himſelf againſt the 
Lord of Heaven, Dan. 5. 
Sinners ! Conlider the King of Terrors 
| is 
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is a terrible ſight, and to none more then 
to thoſe that have their heaven here; ic 
will be to them as the tearing off their Caul 
from their very hearts, worſe then cutting 
off a Member from the Body; for many 
have (ſuffered the loſs of Mcmbers to fave 
their lives 3 O death, death, death, bow biz- 
ter, bitter is the remembrance of thee to the 
man that is at eaſe in his poſſegion | And 
let me tell you, evils and dangers, by how 
much the more ſudden and uncxpcated 
they are,by ſo much the more dreadful and 
aſtoniſhing they are. What a ſad and hide- 
ous cry was there in Egypt when at mid- 
night God ſmote their firſt born, and alfo 
when the earth opened her mouth and 
{wallowed up Korah and his curſcd com- 


pany, that went down alive unto the Pt, 


inſomuch that all Tſrael fled at the cry of 
them, for they faid left the Earth ſwallow 
us up alſo, Namb. 16. 31, 32, 34, And 
how terrible was that ſudden thower of 
fireand brimſtone upon filthy Sodom,atter 
a. bright Sun fhiny morning, Cen. 19. 
32, 34; So when griin and-galily deaih 


, comet in a black night, and draweth the 


Curtain, and looketh upon the ſecure im- 
ner, it will be very formidable ; for who 
can look. Death in the face that dare 
not look God or his own Confcicnce 
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in the face ? but the ſincerely godly man) 
fitted for Death, may look and live above 
the fear of Death and Hell, and welcome 
Death as old Facob did the-Wagons that 
his Son Joſeph ſent to fetch him down to 
Azypt, when he ſaw the wagons,the ſpirit 
_ of Facob their Father revived, Gen.46. 27. 

Death, though a grim Porter, will open 
tne gates of Glory to every Believer, and 
let them into their Fathers houſe, for-both 
lite and death are theirs,1 Cor.3.22.Bleſſed 
are the dead that die in the Loyd, Rev. 14. 
13. To me to live is Chriſt, and to die is 
gain, Phil.1.11. Whoſo is wiſe will obſerve 
theſe thinge. Theſe are the Reaſons why 
your latter end muſi be conſidered. 


A 


— 
—— 


The Application. 


It it be a duty neceſſary to mind your 
end, T-ſhall deſcend to improve it by way 
of Application. 

Uſe 1. This calls aloud unto all you 
unconverted finners that have made no 
preparation for Death and Judgment, to 
tiand, wonder,or fit down and admire at 

the unwearied patience, the matchlefs and 
- amazing mercy of the intinitely gracious 


Hath 
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Hath the moſt righteous, juſt, and fin- 
revenging God, held your ſouls in Life, 
and kept you from Death and Hell to 
this very day ? and will you not, even to 
aGoniſhment, adore the unſearchable 
riches of Grace ? Men commonly wonder 
at things above their reach, or that for 
which they can give no reaſon, and ſpe- 
cially at rare, tingular and unmerited 
mercy. Now fiopa little, and fpend a few 
ſerious thoughts, and conſider what reafon 
can be given that you ſhould be numbred 
among the living, when ſo many are dead, 


that you ſhould be in the world, and fo 


many thoufands of men, women , and 
children in their Graves, and their preci- 
ous fouls you know not where. Now that 
your bodies are not laid up in that dark 
and diſmal priſon of the Grave, and your 
dear never-dying ſouls, bound, fertered, 
and chained in that direful painful Prifon 
of Hell, is matter of the greateſt wonder. 
in all the world. Have you not cauſe to 
doubt that many of our Neighbours, Re- 
lations, and ſinful companions and ac- 
quaintance are gone down together, and 
it may be ſome of thoſe you leaſt ſuſpe&. 
And you know net how many are now 
in -flames for the very ſame fins that you 
ſtand, guilty of, if not leſs ficners than * 
G. 4. your... } 


»Yaur {cl - 0 admire Sick God with 
your whote & ſouls thagyou are yet on this 
lide:rhe :Grave, and*not gon down into 
hat place of corment 3 you enjoy many 
Opportunites for your ſouls, and are till 
exhorted to part with (in, to turn to God, 
. toaccept of Chrili, to think of Death and 
Hell, that fo you might never fee it or 
feel it3 for there is much more in the 
pains of Hell, and wrath of God, than 
ever you heard, or can imagine. According 


' "46 vby fro C Gaid Moſes )ſo is thy wrath, 


x: GO. I1, 
"Poor linners ! You are fill the living 
Monuments of infinite kindneſs, and 
therefore let not the living man complain. 
-Suppoſe you had died when Death ſcem'd 
- 'ncar, when you were lick and weak, ready 
to give up the Ghoſt, or when thoſe many 
thouſands died by the Plague or Sword, in 
what a miſerable condition had your ſouls 
heen, to be (hut up with Devils and dam- 
ned Spirits in the Lake that burneth with 
fire and Brimſtone ! And will you Kill 
maintain your enmity, increaſe iniquity, 
and even dare God to damn you ? Sin. 
ners, are you not beſides your ſelves? yea 
{tark mad, to make God, that ſhouldbe 
{ . your beſt friend, your worit foe ? for if 
his anger be kindled but a tittle, it will 
burn. 
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| as to the loweſt- Hell, and none carr > 


quench it, or ſtand before it, Can thine 
beart endure, or thine hands be ftrong in the 
days that T fhall deal with thee, Ezck, 22. 
14. Who can dwell with devouring hre? 
Who would (faith the Lord) ſet t5e 'brars 
and thorns againſt me in battel ? T would'go 
through them, I would burn them uf Toge- 
ther, Ia. 27. 4+ O when will you come to. 
your ſelves, and throw away your arms 
and contider your Souls ? or will you not 
be ſaved ?: when ſhall it once be ? why will 
yon die ? Let theſe Cords of Love draw . 
you,and cauſe you' fo'fay, Behold we come- . 
#nto thee, for thou art the Lord -our God, 8 © 

Conlider , others dreadful ruine hath - 
been your warning, that are now lockt un 
in that dark dungeon, and [hall come up 
no more, and whom the Devils arenow 
tormenting, the worm biting, and the tire 
burning. You are at prefent free from - 
that boiling . Cauldron, and in the Land 
of the living 3 .O- praiſe, praiſe the Lord 
tor his long ſuffering, you being bu: as [c 
were under 42 reprieve : 3 O prize, an} im- 
prove your life, and timely prepare for 
Death 3 for if thy Life were ended, thy- 
ſoul - ſeparated, and not peace wi God 
raade, thou-wert an undone Soul: . There- 


. Isno-place for repentance in the Grave,na 
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@hriſt* or- pardon to be obtained in Hell.. 
Bleſs.God your Glaſs runneth, your pub. | 
burneth,the day of Grace is yet continued, 
your- dear Lord is upon the Mercy-ſcat, 
therefore there is hope. 


| ——— 


Uſe 2: This juſtly reprehendeth all that 


ſght or negle& this great duty, but eſpe- || 
cially thefe three forts : none of which do- |: 


ferioully- conſider their latter end. 


2. The Tpnorant and inconſiderate. 
3« The ſelf-confident & preſumptuonr. 


1.The inſolent Atheiſtical Senſusliſts, T 
VU 2 


1, It condemneth Atheiftical Sexſnaliſts 


chat put the evil day far from them, Amos 
Ss 3.. And. whodrown or banith the aw- 
fal.thoughts of God, Death and Eternity 
out of their minds and hearts. They take 
the-Timbrel and: Harp, and rejoyce at the 
#aund of the Organ, and ſay unto God, 
depart from us, for we deſire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways, Job 21.22, 23. Godis 
298 indll their thoughts, Plal. 10,4. They 

aze- reſolved for a (hort life and a merry, 


whatever be the dreadful ifſue. They chaut 
%a the ſound of the Viol, and. drink wine in 


bowls, andeat the Lambe ont of the-F lock . 


end. firetcb themſelves upon their Comches, . 
laying.intheiv hearts,asthat wretch, Luke. - 
9 W.- W0 


| 
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12,19; Toke thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be 
merry : They will fatisfie their Lutis, en- 

joy the pleaſures of the fleſh, walk in the 
ways of their hearts, and in the fght of 
their eyes, and hereby they make the 
breach wider, and themſelves ſeven times - 
more the Children of the Devil, thougn 
at laſt they fit down-in everlaſting ſorrow. 
Let us eat and arink,, for to morrow we 
muſt die, 

You poor deſperately deluded fouls ! 
did you believe what you have.read and: 
heard' of the other world, or what the 
Scripture of infallible verity ſpeaketh of 
the infinitely holy, great, and terrible God 
( who will in no wiſe clear the guilty) 
you would quickly change your Courſe. . 
Did you now confider you muſt} die, and 
be judged, that in a very little time you. 
which hear me this day, muſt ſtand before 
the dreadful God ; would you tin fo freely, 


love the World (o immoderately , mock _ ; 


at a Deity, jeer at a ferious Piety, neglect. 

your Duty, trifle away your time, forget. | 
Eternity, and hazard thoſe your precious 
Souls, as you have done, and do ? Such: / 
Rake- Hells , and Devils —_— the: . 
Apoſfile ſpeaks of, 2 Pet. 3. 10. Know tis : 
firft, i. e. before the end of the ——_ There -* 
G8ll come in the laſt days, ſeoffers,; making - 


after, 
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after their own luſts, and ſaying where is the 
promiſe of his coming ? Nevertheleſs theſe 
Vipers, vile Miſcreants, and Monſters in 
Mens ſhape, think that they are wiſe, when 
indced they have no underfianding. Wiſe 
they. are, but it is to do evil, to cavil 
avainlt the truth, diſpute againſt a life of 
Holineſs, bat to do good they have no know- 
ledge, Jer. 4. 22s 

This was Teruſalems great fin immedi- 
ately before the fierce anger-of the Lord 
came upon them 3 .and this is the fad and 
dtcadful caſe of many, yea, thouſands in 
* the-World, and in theſe Nations3 not- 
withſtanding all thoſe awakening, deſo- 
lating providences, and amazing ſpectacles 
af mortality their eyes have ſeen. 

There are. but a few that look . upon 


18 themſelves as concerned at all, juli like a 


company of {imple Sheep in a fat Paſture, 
The Bu'cher cometh and fetcheth one to 
day, another to morrow, the relt feed on, 


- ard take no notice of what is become ct 


their lot companions. *Tis as it a com- 
; pany of condemned- perſons ( reprieved 
+ feratime ) ſhould be appointed to-be exe- 
| cuted one after anothey, within the ſpace 
> of -ſo many days. This day the firſt in 
.  oxde1 is. brought forth and execued, the 
_ dy. following a. fecond:s yet all. the ref 


that: 
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' that are to take their turns, fall a Drink- 


ing» Carding, Swearing, Singing, and fo 
continue till the very laſt; untill they be all 
Hanged, Dead, and Damned. We may: 
compare this mad deluded World to 
a company of poor blind men dancing 
about the brink of a very dangerous deep 
pit, but do- not perceive it, or ſee how: 
each falleth in one after the other, a firſt, 
ſecond,and third drops down, the reſt not 
diſcerning the danger , run the round: I. 
ſhall thus apply it. This day or hour a. 
{wearer tumbleth down to Hell. The next 
a drunkard. This evening or morning 
the pale Horſe mounteth one, it. may be a: 
curſed Atheiſt,or a malicious,bloody Per- 
{ecutor, or filthy. Adulterer, or an Idola- 
trous Worlding, and carrieth him to the; 
place of darkneſs. The next day he re- 
ceiveth his Commiſſion to fetch ſome more: 
of them 3 thoſe their brethren in iniqui- 
ty that are left behind, keep. and conti- 
nue their courſe ,, and dance about the 
Pit, not conſidering they muſt die, and 
come to Judgment. How little do the 
living lay to heart this great bulineſs of. 
their mortality, infomuch that when they. 
would deny a thing with greateli conti- 
dence, they will commonly fay , they. 


tLought mo more.of it than of their dy=: - - } 
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ing day, as if Death were not a matter of 
any moments but rather, a meer foy or 
trifle, not to be regarded. She remembreth 
not her laſt end, Lam. 1. 9. 

You ſclf-defiroying finners ! Do you 
know that you muſtdie, and leave the 
World for ever ? and are you fo ſtupified 
and mad, as not to think of death in ma- 
ny days together, yea, hardly to enter- 
tain a ſerious thought of death and judg- 
ment at a houſe of mourning 3 in the very - 
fight of the dead you can be vain, frothy, 
jeſt, pot,pipe,feaſt, diſcourſe of the World 
a ſad proof rhat men do not contider their 
latter end. Some at that ſolemn and fad 
ſeaſon ſeem a little {erious, but as ſoon as 
the dead Corps is removed, and the Grave 
and Coffin out of fight, Death is no more. 
remembred, To make you fenfible of 
this folly, let me reafon with you in a 


E. few plain hints. 


What, no thoughts of death, you that 
have been under a ſentence of death, and 
brought to the very pits brink, looking in- 
to Eternity / O-how ſad is it to think how 
_ quickly thoſe thoughts and impreſſions of 
your mortality, have worn out, and paſt 
away ? Sinners! Remember, and forget 
not the ſecret vows promiſes and engage- 
ments you then made to. God, ( "__ ) 

taat: 
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that you would part with fin, leave your 
wicked company, fit looſe to the World, 
tive godly, and make it your bufineſs to be 
Religious, and loſe no more of your pre- 
_ cious time, and: opportunites for your 
foul: if you have forgotten. it, the all-ſee- +- 
ing , and heart-ſearching. God remem-  _ 


bers it. Know and conſider, in thy heart, ©. 


that Death that-did but warn thee then, 
by ſending. his ſummons , will ſhoxcly 
come himſelf. 

Forgetful of Death ! and made of duſt, 
born of a Woman, and under a decree not 
to be revoked by men or Angels, Heb .g. 
27. Job 14. 3. As for man, bis days are 
determined, the number of his montbs are 
with thee, thou haſt appointed his bounds 
that be cannot paſs. 

Not mind your Death.!. you that have. 
fickly, weak, difeaſed bodies, fall of pains. 
and aches, that are ſo many partial quo- 
tidian deaths ?-yea, a dying daily ? What, 
put off the thoughts of death ! thou that 
haſt been at ſo many Funerals, heard ſo. 
many paſſing-Bells, or knells,ſeen ſo many - 
Graves, Skulls, and Cothns, before thine 
eyes ! forget your death! and yet finnersy 
finning daily, carrying the cauſe and lting, . 
of death in your boſoras ! mors 7n corpore, 


the body is dead becauſe of fin, Rom,5.21 
—— — 
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Thy body is-but a body of death, ſin hath 
Killed it, the fentence is paſt, Gen. 3+ The 
wages of fin is death, Rom. 6. 1. Tye Soul 


| that ſins muſt die,Exck. 18. 20, Wiat, put- 


off thisevil day ! and dead in part, old and 
| cold, having one foot in the grave, vs: 
feeble knees, trembling hands, wrinkled 
faces, gray or bald heads, the Grave being 
ready for you ? What:, no more ſcrious 
thoughts of Death ! and fo many pieces 
and parcels of your ſclf gone before to 
this long home ! So many Relations-and 
Children.now aſleep in the Dult of Death . - 
are they buried in perpetual oblivion, ne- 
ver to be remembred more ! 
. What ſinner ! what not think of death! 
and death-at the very heels: and before 
thine eyes, whither can you direct your: 
eyes, and not ſee that which preacheth or 
repreſenteth Death ? All the winter death 
is on the Trees in our Gardens, in every 
Flower 3 at your Table every day you feed 
on the fleſit of dead (creatures, to tell you 
that you muſt die; and'is not Death in 
your Beds every night ? What is fleep, but 
* - the picture mt image ef cold Death ? and 
. your beds, but the repreſentation of your 


dark Gries | 9 


O careleſs beſotted finners ! not: conſi- 
der of Death ! and haye-precious -ſouls, 
EE | | that. 


* ——_—_ us: Oh bat 
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- thatmuſilive or die, be ſaved or damned, 


to Heaven or Hell, Bliſs or Burning, to 
God or Devils, to Saints or curſed Repro- 
bates,” as ſoon as the breath is gone, which 
may be the next day or hour 3 this pale 
horſe Death, hath the red horſe Hell fol- 
lowing him, Rev. 6. 6, Laſily, what,not 
think of, and prepare for Death ! and 
called Chriſians, that profeſs you believe 
the Reſurrection of the Body,and the Life 
Everlaſting, a happineſs beyond the Grave! 
For if in this Life only ( ſaith Paul ) we 
bave hope in Chrif, we are of all men moſt 
miſerable, 1 Cor. 15. 19. = 
Poor hardned finners ! that now for- 
ect God, and this great and mighty con- 
cern of your immortal Souls, what will 
you do in the day of Viſitation, when the 
iniquity of your heels (hall compaſs you 
about, and no friend in Heaven above, or 
in Earth beneath, that can ſland you in 
ſtead ? and when Conſcience like a bold 
fiurdy Serjeant, ſhall take: you by the 
throat, and ſummon you in the name of 
the great Judge, to come and fiand at or 
before the Judgment-ſeat. Underſtand 
ye brutifh among the people, and ye fools, 
when will ye be wiſe ? Pſal. 94. 8. to un- 
derfiandthis, to provide fox your latter 


end.. | 
| 2. This. 
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2, This blames the ignorant, pettiſh,and 
ixconfiderate Soul, who in an angry fit or 
paſſion wiſheth for death out of a baſe end, 
Viz. as a Writ of eaſe, or out-let to preſent 
Pain, poverty, ſickneſs, and other worldly 
troubles and perplexities, not rightly con- 
fidering how terrible Death is, or what 
the dreadful conſequences of it are. Now 
that you may be convinced of this fin and 
folly, give me leave to tell you, that be- 
tween the worki, longeſt,and deepeſt miſe- 
ries and calamities of this life, and thoſe 
after death, there is no proportion, but an 


exceeding dillance, 
Poor deluded Sonls ! what is the bite of 


' a Flea to the ſiing of a Serpent ? or a 


ſcratch on the hand to a ſtab at the heart ? 
What is the keat and ſmart ofa little Can- 


- dle, to a hot fiery Furnace, or a devouring 


flame ? What is a drop of Gall to a Sea or 
Ocean of poiſon ? Or what isa pain, tor- 
ture or anguiſh for an hour, to intolerable 
miſery time without end, into which, to 
the Unconverted, Death will certainly be 
the door ? and are you ſo mad to imagine 
that there is nothing in the other World 
to be feared or felt, worſe than out- 
ward preſſures, perils, pains, which are 
but bodily miſeries,and that but for a mo- 
ment ? This fin, not only the prophane 
World 


SS 


World are guilty of , but ſome of thoſe 
r {that profeſs the name of God. Rebecks 
I, Ffaid to Taac, T am weary of my life becauſe 
t Rof the Daughters of Heth, Gen. 27. 46. 
Y [Rachel cries out, Give me Children or I die, 
-  "{Gen. 3o. 1. Eliſha being threatned by 
tf | Jezebel, ſaid, O Lord take away my life, 
v [Þ Kings 16.4. Jonah, for the loſs of a 
I [Gourd, ſaid, It is better for me to die than 
" {Þro ive, and told God to his very tace, that 
> }ÞJhe did well to be angry even unto death, 
| | Jonah 4. 9. The Iſraelites, when they 


F wanted water, wiſhed they had died 
in the wilderneſs. Theſe and the like 
| wicked wiſhes are in the mouths of many 
poor , ignorant , diſcontented perfons , 
who long to be out of this wretched 
World. 

Now by way of conviction, I ſhall lay 
| down theſe following particulars. 

I. What think you of theſe inward, 
and Soul traits, and conflits wherewith 
Gods poor afflited people are ſadly exer- 
ciſed ! and were you but ſenſible of the 
guilt and weight of fin, a wounded ſpi- 
4 rit, the wrath of God, and thoſe everlaſt= 

| Ing burnings 3 it would quickly ſwollow 

up your outward Miſeries,though never fo 
many. This is evident in the cxample of 
the Jaylor, who for the loſs of his Pri- 

LE t, ſoners_ 
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ers was fo tormented, that he would have 
killed himſelf before he was convinced of fe 
the dreadful Rate of his Soul that was in | 
danger of ruine. Ads 16. 27, 28. 29, 30, 
| Then he fell down, and cried out, Sirs, what 
fall T do to be ſaved? 

2, To wiſh for Death, becaufe of the 
evils attending this life, is very wicked 
and dangerous, interpretatively, and in wh 
effec it is to wiſh your ſouls in Hell. you 

Conſider and mind this alſo, that your |yji 
preſent ſorrows, croffes, troubles,of what }yj 
kind or degree ſoever they be, are the fruit VF 
of your ill doings, and far leſs than you |fc; 
deſerve 5 for it is a wonder. you are not |; 
In Hell! and will you dare to be ſo auda- 
elous as to fly in the face of your faith- |j 
ful Creator, when you ſhould be deeply I 
ſenſible of your horrible wickedneſs, and [jr 
humble under Gods hand, and accepting 
the puniſhment of your fin ye ſhould re- | 
pent. and turn to God > take away the 
cauſe and the effect will ceaſe, 

3. Youcan pleaſe and gratifie the Devil 
your deadly adverſary in nothing, more 3 
you with for Death,ſo doth the Devil to03 
if you are his now, you mult be his then, 
his here, and his for ever: He waits and 
longs that your breath were gone, your 
fouls ſeparated 3 therefore he would have 

| you 
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jou poiſon, hang, drown, ſtarve, or ſtab 
ave frour ſelves, that you might be dead, dam- 
of Fred, and burned with him in Hell. 
nf 4 Moreover, if you were dead, you 
50. Fwould ſuddenly repent, and change your 
at Imind, and if it might be, give the world 
to be alive again,with all the wants, pains, 
he [ind grief you now indure. Had you but 
ca I; peeping hole into Hell, to ſee and hear 
in Jwhat they indure, you would confeſs 
your fins, judge your ſelves, and cloſe 
ur Jwith Chriti before you die, that fo you 
at Imight not come into that dreadful place 
It Yoftorment. Now that you may hear and 
2U fear, and do no more ſo wickedly, let me 
Ot agk you: 
+ | 1. What think you of the Cing and 
> Fhitterneſs of Death , when a man comes 
y Jodie, Conſcience being awakened, roar- 
d ing- like a Lion, Death the King of Ter- 
8 [rors ſtanding by, when the guilt of paſt 
_ f fins, and lofs of precious time will be as 
Ee 


YF fo many fiery darts, and iinging Scorpi- 
* | ons, biting and gnawing on the heart ? 
1 | What think you it will be to die uncon- 
| verted, to die in a fiate of fin and wrath» 
J a Traitor to God in a ſtate of unbelicf 
& and impenitency (the Soul-damning fins) 
to die with an evil heart, and an accurling 


Conſcience, felf-condemned, cali in your 
| own 
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own breaſt, to die, to die, which is wozſi 
of all. . : 
2, What think you of the ſadneſs and 
_- amazing Terror of approaching Judy- 
ment, the ſecond Death 3 when a man 
comes to take a dreadful view of the other 
World. and begins to refle& and think, 
 wherefore was 1 born ? What have Ibeen 
doing ? are all theſe my fins ? O where 
ſhall 1 leave them ?-or how (hall I berid 
of them now I am dying ? whither amI 
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_ going ? What will be my company ? 


Vhere ſhall be my place, and how near 
am I to it ? What muſt I endure ? and 
how long? how long ? and Conſcience 
will anſwer , to Eternity, miſery without 
end. This will amaze, confound, or 0- 
._ verwhelm the Soul with fear and pertur- 
bation, when it fees that Heaven is loſt, 

. and that it muſt down, down to the Re- 
-gion of darkneſs, and company of Devils 


' - in that ftateofeverlaſiing woe. The kil- 
- ' ..--ling thoughts of which made a great man 


with that he might live, though but the 
life ofa Toad. 


What think you of the impartiality 


of the Judge; that will not ſpare the 


guilty, muſt and will judge and ſentence : 


according to the Fac, and reward every 
man according to his Works ? He would 


not | 
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not ſpare the Angels that ſinned, but caſt 


them down to Hell, 2 Pet. 2, 4. nor 
Adam, but caſt him out of Paradiſe, and 
ſet a flaming (word againft him 3 neither 
will he ſpare any impenitent ſinner in the 
day of his-wrath 3 Juſtice obliges him to 
jnſtifie the Righteous and condemn the 
Wicked. 

4. What think you of the impoſſibility 
of having any appcal ? There will be no 
Moſes to. mediate, no Mediator to plead, 


'F no Daniel, Noah, Fob to intercede , or 


to ſiand in the gap, not an Interceffor in 
Earth or Heagen to be found to ſpeak a 
word. There can be no appeal to God, 
his Calls and Counſels have been refuſed, 
his Intereſt oppoſed, his Enemies counte- 

nanced, his Laws violated, his Anger. will _ 
Larn like fire. No appeal to Jefus Chrift, | 
his Government hath been lighted, and -: 


Grace and Perſon rejected : or to the Holy - - 


Ghoſtz he hath been quench'd and griey*d; 
or to Angels or Saints, a't wilt be againſt © 
YOU. os es 

5. What think you ofthe refignation of 


1 Soul and Body to the Executioner*and 


Tormentor, the red Dragon ? *Tis' fad to 
ſee a poor Malefator committed to the 


Jaylor or Hangman, but O how much _ 


more dxeadf{ul will it be for ever-living 
| fouls 


( 166.) 
- ſouls in the face of Men, and Angels, to 
be delivered into the hands of that raging 
roaring Lion the Devil ? When God the 
righteous Judge ſhall ſay in fight of the 
whote *XYorld, here are the men that brake 
my Staivt=s,- prophaned my Sabbaths , 
that hated my Saints, that ſerved the De- 
vil, in the ſatisfiying their Luſts, the open 
and profcfſed Adverſaries to my name and 
Intereſt ; that would not, though I often 
Intreated them, come at my call, accept 
_ of my love, receive my Son, or indure a 
' life of holineſs, or by any means be drawn 
and perſwaded to think of, and prepare? 
for death and Judgment, though ti:z>» had 
time and opporiunity enoug!;. . Now take 
them Devil, and away to hell with them, 
- for my Soul abhoreth them. Thy Cove- 
nant Servants and voluntary Slaves they 
were in time, and thy Priſoners in chair: 


of darkneſs they thall be to Eternity to be. 


tormented day and night for ever, Rev, 


20. IO. 
6. What think you of eternal baniſh- 


ment , and ſeparation from God, Chriſt, 


Angels, Saints, Heaven ? This is the pu-- 


['niſhment of loſs, and the worſt of Hell, 
Mat. 25. 41. Then ſhall be ſay unto them 
0 the left hand, depart from me ye curſed 
#nto everlaſting fire prepared for the devil _ 

FO bigs 
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noſt intolerable punilhment. of the dam- 
I ned after innumerable thouſands of years 


| preſence oft the Lord, and the glory of 
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his Angels.O terriblegterrible,to be doom'd 4 
or ſentenced to lie under the wrath and 
hatred of the infinite great and dreadful 
God forever and ever,as long as God ſhall 
live, whoſe. being. is to Eternity, as long as < 
there is a- Devil to torment, or to be'tor= 
mented, ſhall their plagues lat. The fear- 
ful and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
Murderers, W horemongers, Lyars, Dogs 3 
Sorcerers, carry all their fins down to Hell 
with them, the fuel that feeds the wrath of 
Gad 3 fo that the oil of fin cauſes the lamp 
of wrath to burn and flame everlaſiingly. 
The debt of fin can-never be paid, Juſtice 
never fatish*d,and the damned ſouls rewain 
impenitent, and God implacable 3 ſo: that 
there can be no hope of pardon. The ſen- 
tence is ſiri&, unchangezdic,. wreverſible, 
Eternal.O Eternity ! Ecernity ' this ſtings; 
plagues, and: augments, and aggravatesithe 


they ſhall think it but the beginning of 
their: forrows, and ſhall be fo far-from an 
end,as if they had:bin in Hell. but am hour. | 
It will be everlafting deſiructiou from the 


his power, 2. Theſ, 1. 9. In compariſon of 
whichzall the rendings, rackings, tearings, 
H tore 


m | —_ 


torturings of mens. bodies here, by the 
.moſt exquiſite 'torments upon racks,- gib- 


are but - flea biting. - ' - 


"OT 


bets, wheels, gridirons, boiling lead, boil- 
ing oll, and other bloody invented En- 
gines and Infiruments of amazing cruelty, 


- Sinners | Tis Hell, Hell, that will make 


the ſadly tormented Soul ſeek death,” wiſh 


and long for that which ſhall never be, 


Rev.9g. 6. And will you deſire and wiſh 


for the woful day ? God forbid !/ Now 
your condition may be changed. then it 
will be ſtated. Woe, woe unto'you that de- 
fire the day of the Lord, to what end is it 
fox you ? The day of the Lord is darkneſs, 
end not light, Amos 5. 18, A day of Gloomi- 
neſs, a day of Clouds,and of thick Darkneſs, 
&t which the people (mould be much pained, 
#1d all faces ſhall gather blackneſs, the in- 


 bahitants of the Land ſhall tremble, for #be 


day of the Lord is very terrible,Joel2 : Now 


_ .- therefore do not wickedly wiſh it, but 


wiſely confider and prepare for it : And 
blefſed is that Servant whom when his 
Lord cometh, findeth fo doing. 


the 
gib- 
20il- 
En- 
ly, 


Jake 
with 
be, 
with 
low 
n it 
de- 
1s it 
teſs, 
mi- 
eſs, 
ed, 
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” 3, It -reproves' the - ſelf-confident aud 
preſumptuons, who conclude upon a fitneſs 
and' preparedneſs for death and judgment 
upon  very- flight and unwarrantable 
grounds 3 name!y, becauſe they ſeparate 
from the. notorious wicked, are not pro- 
phane, make a profeſſion, ſhew ſome legal 
ſorrow for fin, run the round of duty 3 
though carnal and heartleſs enough in 
thoſe duties 3 from hence they eaſily per- 
{wade themſelves that all is well, viz. that 
chey are the Children of God, in a ſtate to 
Grace and going to Heaven, and as fit to 
die as the very beſt. How many thouſands 
are there in the Chriſtan world, who fe- 
curely ſleep and dream of an intereſt jn 
Chriſtzthat hope and promiſe themſelves a 
future-and glorious felicity, who are but 
meer morta} men, and worſe, orrotten 
painted Hypoctites at the beſt having only 
a form of Godline(s, reſtraining, counter- 
feit .or common Grace ? Such Scribes'and 
Phariſees are the fooliſh Virgins, and yer 


confident fo the very laſt, they came to 


the door with a Lord, Lord, open unto uf, 
They had blazing Lamps, but' no oil in 
their Lamps or Veſſels; no real Union 
with Teſus Chriſt, no precious Faith, no 
firc:re Ive and evangelical repznt- 

IH 2 ance : 
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ence, the root of the matter was ngt in 
them. £® | 

You that have a name to live, take 
heed you be not deceived; if you are not 
truly united to Jeſus Chriſt, ke will cer- 
tainly diſown you. The Lord Jeſus tells 
us of ſuch ſadly deluded fouls that (hall 
ſtand up at the laſt day, and challenge a 
rewad in Heaven, to whom he will pro- 
teſt, I know you not, Mat. 7. 23, They 
never ſavingly knew him, had never any 
union or communion with Chriſt in the 
World, Many art called, but few cheſen:; 
The Children of the Kingdom (faith Chriſt) 


1H ſhall be caſt out. And I muli tell you, who- 


ever comes to Heaven, will mifs many 
there which they thought to find, and 
find others there they little expected. The 
finners in $:0# are more than a few, the 
Goats more than «the Sheep, the Tares 
more than the Wheat, more reprobate 
Silver than pure tried Gold, Thepwein 
heart, and truly godly man that mourns 
and bleeds for fin, that loves God, and 
prizes Chriſt above the World, is many 
times full of fears and doubts about his 
Soul, and the eternal condition of it: O 
what would he not give to be aſſured 
that all is well between: God and him ? 
0 
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to know that God and Chrift is his, that: 
he is fie tO live or die 3- becauſe a miſtake 
here is very dreadful, and of an infinite 
conſequence.. But on the contrary, the 
fooliſh, diſobedient, that are deceived, ſer- 
ving divers Luſis and Pleaſures, living/in 
fin, and: alienated from the life of: God, 


| Having no hope, and without God in the 


World, are highly confident, and firongly 
perſwaded that it ſhall go well with them 
in the World to come. I knew a poor, 
ignorant , prophane wretch, being told 


on his death-bed' (and but a little before - 
he entred into eternity ) that death was: 
come, replied, where is it, I will go forth 


and meet it ? Putting his legs over the bed; 
in a lictle time gave up the Ghoſt, There- 


fore I this great foul affatr let none be ſo 
fool-haxdy,. as to truſt without. trial, Bus: 


Jet e 4 prove bis own work, and then 
{hall be bave rejoycing in himſelf, and not 
in anetber: for every man ſhall bear bis own 
burthen, Gal. 6.4, 5- | 

Dueft. If the confideration of our Jatter 
end is of ſo much moment, Why do men 


and women tbat have immortal ſouls think, 


10 more of it ? 

Anſw. The great cauſe is- from that 
korrid, curſed atheiſm and.unbclicf, which 
(00S = 3 
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' is deeply rooted and*:riveted. in. mens 


minds and hearts. They do not credit 
that wondring and amazing DoGrine of 
the other World, according to the belief 
of which they muſt live or die to-all Eter- 
nity. Fl | | 3 
If we ſhould take a ſerious proſpet'of 
endleſs eternity, and of thoſe great things 
men ſeem to beleive, namely, that they 
mult die, that in every mans body there 
is a never-dying Soul, that there will be 
a different and unchangeable fiate of men 
after death, and that without holineſs, 
eal holineſs of heart and life, no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord 3 and compare the lives 
and praiſes of thoſe that pretend to be- 
lieve theſe things, and we may ſee ' them 


FF as buſic as a company of Aats-in:a funny 


day, and that the general courſe, g&#men, 
' hath no tendency towards thiS Mg, -but 
indeed a fad and woful incongruity. - | 
. 2, The fecond cauſe is want of ſpiri- 
tual and Divine Wiſdom. It was for warit 
of that wiſdom which is from above, that 
the Iſraelites did not conſider, O that they 
were wiſe | ſaid God." They are a Nation 
void of Counſel, neither is there any under- 
(tanding in them, Deut. 32. 28. If men 
were wile for their - precious. and eternal 
ſouls 


cd by -the-:;gricvous hail and: fire of Gods 
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ſouls, they - would confider what is here* 
to be done, and what is like to be their- * 
condition in the other World. - The pru- 
dent man fore-ſeeth the evi), or confider- 
eth the evil, and hideth himſelf. When 
God by the: mouth of Moſes threatned ta" 
plague- the Egyptians by the Peſtilence, 
Hail, and Fire, He that believed and feared 
the word of the Lord, among the fervants 
of Pharoah, made his Servantsand Cattel 
flee into the Houſe, and were preſerved, 
Exod. 9. 20. So the Soul that is truly: wiſe 
to contder of the danger of being deſtroy-- 


wrath, will fee into the biding place, vis.- 
under the- wing of the great and glorie -. 
ous Mediator, where, alone there, iis.true: 4 
ſuccours;;; Bayt be that gid not fear or.con» ,.. 
fidex/@f: theadanger,, left;his Servants'and---» 
Cattel in. the field, and were: deliroyed; 
Exod, 9. 21, 25s $2 #4 | | 
3. The third hindrance ' is Senſuality, 
worldly ; pleaſures, and cares, theſe! carry | 
away the [heart from true conlidexation,- | 
The Iſraelites confluence of creature ; com» - 
forts, cauſed them to. forſake and- forget | 
God,Deut. 23.14, 15,16, 17,18. Theold | 
World was Eating, Drinkiog, Marrying, . : 
and giving in Marriage, not conlidering 4 


4 
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of their danger, till the flood came and 
took them away, Mat.24. 38, 39, The 
men of the Earth do ſo mind Earthly 
things, that their hearts are ſurfeited and 
drunken with the cares of it, Luke 12.34. 
and while mens minds and thoughts are 
carried fo vehemently after the World to 
make provifion for their life, they can 
think but little of their death, Luke 12. 
I5, 16,17, 1%. | 
- 4 The fourth obſiruGtion is a Plague 
upon the heart,and deſperate ſecurity pro- 
cecding fromit. No bonds next to death 
are {© Rrong to keep men under, as ſecu- 
rity and ſenſleſneſs of (ſpirit, So dead a 


| . fleep pofſefſeth moſt of the ungodly 


World, that they are paſt feeling, and-be- 
come fo ftark dead, that the voice of God 
in the dreadful threatnings of his Word, 
and the alarm of his amazing, tremen- 
dous Judgments, and defolating- provi- 
dences prevail not to awaken them. The 
Lord hath poured out upon them the ſpi- 
rit of adeep fleep, and hath in (judgment 
cloſed their eyes, that they can fin in the 
very face of the Judge, at the very brink 
of Hell, at the very mouth and entrance 
of that great Gulf of Eternity. 
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5 A fifth hinderance to mens conſide- 
ration of their latter end, is a ſtrong delu- - ' 
fion of heart,or Satanical ſuggeltions. The - 
old Serpent, and deſperately deluded 
hearts, make them dream that God is all - 
love, that they ſhall have a long life, that 
preparation for Death and Eternity is a, -; 
ſhaxt work 3 and that it may be done at 
any- time, namely, when they have done - 
with the World, when they are old, or ly-. 
ing on a fick-bed. They ſay in their hearts, 
is but believing, or repenting,and ſaying, . 
Lord have mercy on us, let me die the 
death ofthe righteous. Under this deadly , - | 
deluſion. they dream of Heaven,. and go... : 
laughing to Hell. 3 Theſ. 5. 3. 
And - that which doth much . increaſe . } 
this clupidity, may .be the want, or neg- 
lect of a powerful and ſoul-ſearching Mi-. 
niliry, whoſe office, as watch-men, is to , 
fore-ſee the danger,and to warn and awa-. 
ken ſecure finners, crying, aloud. to them . 
in the.name of the Loxd, Awake thow that . * 
ſleepeſt, ariſe from.the dead, and Chriſt ſhall | 
give bee light, Epheſ.5, 14,But ſome can-. ? 
ngt indure that Miniſters thould be (o ſe-. 
vere,plain,and piercing in their DoGrine 
ſo as to thunder and lighten in the eyes. 
and. cars of ſleepy ſouls 3 they. are well. 
H.5 con. 
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contented to fit under thoſe that danh 
with untempered Morter, and who ſow | 
PiKows for their Armholes, under whoſe 
Minifiry they may take a nap, and ſleep 
it out. But they hate him that reproveth 
in the Gate, that galls, cuts, and wounds 
their Conſcience, juſt like the gall'd back- 
ed horſe that bites and kicks at him - that 
would heai him. | | 

A perſon of no mean quality ſpeaking 
his opinion of ſeveral Miniſters, ſaid, Such 
a ran Ican hearand ſuch a one Ican hear 
very well, but the third he mentioned, 
that was wont to lay the ax to the root of 
the tree and grapple with the heart: T 
cannot indure to hear him, for he always 
grates upon my Conſcience. 

6. Men do not conſider their latter end; 
becauſe they are afraid to do it- 

I. Firſt, To wanton ſinners,the'remem- 
brance of Death is a bitter Pill that will 
not ſuffer the pleaſure-of {in to go down 
fo ſweetly. Therefore they fay to the 
thoughts of Death, as the Governour to 
Paul, Go thy way for this time,when T have 
& convenient ſeaſon, I will ſexd for thee, Se- 
rious thoughts of: Death! and Judgment 
to come, as the hand-writing on the wall; 
will damp. the ſpirits, and-mar the 
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of the greateſt. Prince or Gallant” kn'the- * 
World. | RS: 25” 

2, They fear to think of Death, becauſe- 
they have made-no' preparation for it, v:z. 
They have not:believed, repented, : lived 
a Ufe of -holine(s, ſo as to make their God 
their fricnd. A Bankrupt that oweth ma»: 
ny hundred pounds more than he is worth, . 
is afraid to caſt up his accompts: So poor 
and impenitent. ſinners that are indebted - 
to God» that owe him ten thouſand. Ta-- 
lents, are unwilling .to think. of Death; . 
becauſe Death will fay unto them, Come 
give an account of your Stewardſhip, for: 
you mult pay the utmoſt farthing. - 

4. They are afraid to think of Death; . 
by reaſon of the dreadful conſequences of 
Death, as it relates to both Worlds... The: 
change that Death makes as to this pre»+  *' 
ſent World, is very atnazing. - | 


k. It brings unavoidably a diſſolution : 


or ſeparation.of Soul and Body, theſetwo + | 


dear companions that have lived and con- 
verſed together, and finned-togethes, for 
many years, . mult then part,: and a living, 
man will become a dead carkaſs, fit for: 
nothing but a grave, and . the Soul mukt : 
have another habitation,” Fob 17513, z $ 
0b 


Job 19. 26, Well might Death be called 


The King of Terror:. 


2, It is matter of fear to leave this 
World that hath been fo pleafing and de-. 
lightſome, and for which you have toiled 
and labourcd ſo many years, in one night 
to loſe it all ! for when the departing hour 
cometh, you may take a view of all your 
comforts which you have had under the 
Sun, and helps of Heaven, ( viz. )Huſ- 
bands, Wives, Parents, Children, Kinf- 
folks, Friends, jolly Companions, Gold, 
Silver, Houfes, Lands, ſweet and delicate 
Banquets, pleaſing Bargains, and fay, we 
muſt now part, farewel for ever, we fhall 
never ſee er enjoy you more, we wall ne- 
ver eat, drink, cr converſe more, buy or 
ſell more : all our fleſhly and ſenſual de- 
lights are ended, our joy, our mirth is 
ceaſed, and all the blefled advantages for 
our ſalvation now will terminate. Fare- 
wel the means of Grace, and all the gol- 
den opportunities for our ſouls, farewel 
all thoſe faithful Miniſters that we have 
heard, farewe! all thoſe powerful awake- 
ning Sermons that have ſounded in our 
cars,farewel all the bleſſed Sabbaths, fare- 
welall the Counſel, Examples, Reproofs, 
Prayers, 
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Prayers of our . ſerious. and religious- 
Friends and Relations; we ſhall never. ſee 
e face of a Miniſter more, or hear a Ser- 
on more, neverhave the door of Grace 
and Life opened to us any more for ever.. 
And- what remains, but a-doleful remem- 
brance of thoſe good things that are paſt: 
and gone, and a ſevere firict account that 
is yet behind ?- ele 
O dreadful change and'lofs indeed !' $6 
them that make the World their home, 
that have their Heaven on this fide Hea- 
ven, and no proviſion or portion beyond: 
the Grave. The thoughts of which made 
a wicked young man (very thriving in the 
World) to utter thef= words, . If Tlive, I 
ſhall be a rich- man ; but this is the plague- 
of it, T muſt die, which accordingly catne. 
to paſs not long aiter.. 


pu ” 


3- No wonder death is fo terrible, for 
after Death the Judgment. Death is a 
Purſevant that ſummons guilty ſouls to. 
come and give an account at Gods-dread- 
ful Bar. And what moxe terribje to the 


Malefa&tor than the fight and preſence of 
an angry Judge ? while Paz} reafoned of 
Judgment, FeJix trembled' and bid him. 


| be gone> that Doctrine bid ſo gall him, 


that: 
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| chiat he could not indure. it, os 24+. 25s 


| Uſe "OY The. ſecond mis is to exhort, is 
perſwade and-ſtir you up, to put this duty. ||; 
of ſo great and infinice concernment-into Pl 
: KS O Sirs,I beſeech you. to entertain | ,, 
- ſome timely thoughts of your dying hour, 
that Death and you may be more familiar. Þ + 
The beſt friend you have in Heaven and, | 4 
Earth, Jongs: te ſee. it done 3, © that there 
= ſuch an beart, in.them | | 
Now. if you would do any thing i in this 
bleſſed work ( viz. ) to prepare for death 
and judgment, it muſt be done,. 1. Sud- 
aenly. 2, Seriouſly. 3. Effedualy.. 

'1..It muſt be done Suddenly, it is buſi- 
nefs of that importance. that muſt not be 
negleAcd or delayed for a Moments time. 
Did you but ſee that you are upon the 
confines of Eternity, and in danger every 
day of-bejing undone for ever, you would 
quickly come to a. reſolution, to further. 

; andengage you :, Confider,, 

' 1. Life( as dear and precious as it is) is 
very uncertain. What a nothing is this 
life ? A Wind, a Vappray Dreams Breath, 

a Babble. 
How ſoon may the Thread be cut, the | 
Glaſs xun, Or. this bright burning _ 
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not know ?' "Whethes at et or abroad; 
among thy ftiends* or firengers, in. the 
field or houſe, atthy Table, or in thy. bed, 
who. can tell ?' © | 

2. Death .may come ſuddenly, When 
the pale Horſe will'fet forth, "whether in 
the moraing, or at mid day.or mid-nighr, 
no min can tell thee, There is a fatal hor 
which nonecan paſs, Luke 12. 20. Pſal.,73 
18, 19. Pſal. 64.7.1 Theſc5.3. -- 

3. When death comes, it firikes ſure : 
This King of Tertors. on the pale Horſe 
always rides the.circuit, and doth execu-, 
tion where ever he cometh , no ſhield or- 
buckler, or 'armour of proof can' defend. 
us, no, not an Army or guard of Men or 
Angels. "It dreadful Death finds a King; 
6n his Throne, or a Beggar on the Dung- 
hb), it'is alta caſe*” The ſtrength of a man, 
though a Sampſon,” this great Leviathan, 
Death .counts'but af firaw 3 Death doth. 
his work ſpeedily, eaſily, witn«G the laſt 
On T ſhall add here, | 

Death's calls, warning and alarms, 
are FE fxequent 3 not one of. you but have, 
had many a call' and khnock, | to mind you. 
of Death. 

2. Dcath's:: 
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comes in the name of t | 
and takes his Cominiſfion out of the Court 
of Heaven, in order to the accompliſh- 
ment and execution of an eternal . and 


irrevocable decree, ſo that he muſt do his: 


work,. will have his exrand. . Ifa manhad 
Mines of Gold and Silver to give, . it -can- 
not - deliver from the arrcfi of this incxo- 
rable Serjeant, = 


3.- Death's: Conqueſt is great. 1 know 


thou wilt bring me to death,and the place. 


appointed foy all living, What man is he 
that liveth, and ſhall not ſee death ? Thou 
haſt fet his bounds that he can't paſs. They 
that have conquer'd Kingdoms and Coun- 
tries, and carried all before them, have 
been ſubjeQed by. death. . When death 
comes and takes a man by the throat 
though the proudeſt, ſiqutelt, irongeft in 
. the world, he muſi go willing or unwil- 
Ting, *ts all one to Death. *Tis obſervable 
that of bad men,theix ſouls are not refign- 
ed, but taken away. What is thehope of 
the Hypocrite, though he hath gained, 
when God talkieth away his Soul, Fob 27. 
8.20, A tempeſt iealeth him away in the 
| nights. 


2: Deaths commands are peremptory, 
he bring ol writ ory Ee im, Death 
| f the terrible Judge; 


no, Oy * we 
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night. This night ſhall thy ſoul be re- 


quired 3 death will not ſtay one night. *Tis 
in vain for them that are firong and lively 


to ſay to death, Goto the wrinkled faces, 


to the grey heads, to the pale cheeks, to 
the naked backs, to the dry bones, to the 
dry breaſis, meddle not with this young 
man, ſtrike not this comely beautiful wo- 
man, that is in the flower and prime of 
Nature. Go to yonder confumptive, de- 
clining, decaying, dying old man, go to 
that weak withered old woman. Let me 
alone to be excuſed. O but death regards 
itnot. For this great Conqueror Death, 
knocks as often at the young mans Door 
aS at the door of the old Woman. Death 
arreſts and carricth away the ſtrong, the 
healthy,the rich, tke bonourablegthe-learn- 
ed Priſoners to the Grave, as often: as the- 
weak, the fickly, the poor, the baſe and 
lenoxant. £22 
2, You are to do it Serioufly, with thy 
Soul : the living will lay it to heart, Feeleſ. 
7. 2, Thedead cannot,there's no device-in 
the grave > then go about it now-in gaad 
earneſt, before old age and death cometh. 
3. Do it Efedvaly, go thorow with the 
work, leave it not undone, or but done to. 
halves, let every luſt be MAntlgy; Every. | 
| aty. | 
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duty performed, every grace exerciſed. As 
good 'nev*r a whit, as never the nearer, 
Now you have opportunity before you, 
the day of Grace-is continued, Chriſt.is at 
the door, open to him and. make all (ure; 
for if ever thok: be juſtified, pardoned, 'fan- 


x _—_ 


to perſwade you, are theſe following. 


VI————— 


. Motive 1. Confider ere 6 an abſolute 
and indifpenſi ble neceflity for the doing 
of it; a preſent necellity,” an infinite and 
eternal *neceflity 3 other. things may be 
done, this muſt be done, and it is more 
than time this great work. were done and 


-life,”-clmely arid truly, to prepare for | 
-and-jiidgmhent- It' were. better. that all 
your concerns in the World were wholly 
negleced, namely, Husband, Wifey Chil- 
dren, Buying, Selling, Secd-time, Harveſt 
-omſtted/*and} let all run' to raine, than to 
hazart;> loſe and undo your ſouls, for this 
wilt certainly! raine body: and; ſonl for 
+ 73 che 
0: ſeriouſly mind how lictle you have 


yncapable you will be'to do aiy thing at 


v3ub 


Qified,it muſtbe now. The conſiderations | 


Aiſhed. It is the grand buſineſs of you Leah 


done in the time of your life paſt,and how 


the. 
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the end of time," when'you come to take 
up your Jodging in a Grave. 'O remem- 
ber the days cf darkneſs, they will be 
many, Eceleſ. 1, 18, They that have been 
in the grave. a thouſand years have done 
nothing; neither can you when you come 
there. Now for | you that have lived ſome 
20, 30,40, 50, or'6O' years, and done no- 
thing in'order to a preparation for your 
everlaſting liate, ic is high time to begin | 
the work: 

The moſt of. you” are fo ſenfleſs, as not 
to; confider , 'or-entertzin'a thought of 
death,till you hear the'Bdl}; or ſee a' 'Griye 
or Coffin, or till:death comes within your 
Walt', and -knocks at your 'Beds-head = 


c avkin.: you:fcea Fiiend?, n_ my ry 


ther;.a ; Huſhanity {236 afping arid = 
dying, till you ſee him eden ell gig 'hts 
cold ſweats, and groaning with dying 
pangs ,” till your- eyes: thus'affe&t your 
hearts, your hearts are ſeldonie \affedtrd 
with the. ſenſe | of your mortality: : Now 
ſithtt muſt: be/done; and:Jone (uddenfy, 
reſolve in ſpight of Meti and' Devils;* 7 
all the World, to Mal about the Work. 
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: otive 2, Conſider, It may be dane, you 

are in a capacity to do it 3 adorcd for eyer 
be free Grace! 


I. Time and opportunity.is yet before 
you. The Torch burns, the Sun ſhines, 
yet it is day,, though. not morning, ſome | j 
fands are behind, though -nat a whole 
glaſs. Somme of you are old, lame, deaf, 
but not dead 3 others weak, ſick, languiſh- 
ing, but alive. If the Sun were ſer, the 
Candle out,the Glaſs run, farewel all hope 
.of Heaven, or of altering your condition 
for ever. They that are gone down to 
the dead, and-amongſt the damaed; may, 
and do reflect with tormentupon the op- 
portuaitie, Once offered! to make ther 
happy,: but can; call-back;none-; that 
.Impoſlable.... EETHEES) 6-08 Ot" 

2. God is willing to help, if you go to 
him : Thixe is the power,and he gives it to 
them.that have no firength, 1/2: 40. Duty 
is ours.; alliftance and: ſucceſs is Gods. 
[That, God: who- hath given thee a confi- 
dering ſeaſon, can alſo give a conſidering 
ſoul: go to him upon thy knees, and. beg 
as for thy life, his ſpeedy aid; and ſay as 
the woman to David, Help, O King; or | 
3s.the Father for his diſtreſted Son, Lark | 

9.22. 


©). 


þ o. 22. if thav' cans de any thing, help u: 


Chriſt did help us 3 it is his promiſe, Se 
4nd ye hal ful. But it cannot ove 74 
of ſeparated ſouls, becauſe time and means 
from. them is gone for ever. --- 
\Then. in:the Name of the Low, - quie 
your-ſelycs like men, wiſe men, that arc 


indued with. pricious, : rational, confider< 


ing fouls, that diffexenceth you from 
Bruitsz let that noble faculty of reaſon 
be executed in conſidering your latter end; 
for conſideration. is a ſerious, eager, and 
lively act or exerciſe of the underſianding 
(bout things to be done, or not to be done; 
furthering or impeding the execution of 
them as it ſeems good. Ir. is the exercife 
of the mind and heart theſe are at work 
in this divine conſideration. Contempletion 
(as one obſerves) looks upon things, as the 
tye upon the obje& 3 Fudicinm, difcern- 
«h things whether good or bad; but Me- 
litation or confideration is a further in- 
quifition into the truth. Set confiderati- 
0 at work, and not like Bruits, ſuffer 
your eyes, cars, luſts, and ſenſes to be your: 
Pwides, but commune with your hearts, 
confider your ways , refle& upon your 
iRions, look to your end 3 which if you 
lid, you would not be fo ſenſual, ſo 
finfa], 


(138) ) 
finfgl,as youtbave btcti, and-afs, 1/2: r: 3; 
3-09 etirnoza 2if! 21 3! 42 0300 if 5 5534 
 Motiy,. - 3. Confidex#the! omitting or 
negle& of it will renderiyau the worſt of 
fools. - If, the doing:of if be'yohr/Highet 
wiſdom, the-noti doing it -miuſt- tieeds'be 
the greateſt folly 3: this will make you'like 
Epbraim, a filly. Dove without a heart. 
Da you know that.you :muſt die, and die 
but once-?. And will younot endeavour to 
da:that well, which-cannot be -done © the 
ſecond time ? As Luther aid to his Adver- 
farics, To ;an kill me 'but once, ye are nit 
able to raiſe me t0 life again, and kill me 
tbe ſecond time, So ſay I to thee, O thou 
ſecure ſinner , when thy breath is gone, it 
will return no. more;. ©. 7 
- . O conſider with a trembling heart;how 
much depends upon this dying once' 
namely, the gaining or loſing of thy dear 
precious ſou], the gaining or loling the 
favour of God, the'truition of God 3 the 
joys of Heaven. os the' torments of Hell 
hangs upon it. |. X 3 71.9 

When Death comes, your Eternity is 
call, the very next moment after you have 
ſhot the black and amazing Gulf,you ſhall 
ſceand know what you ſhall be,and where 

"hy | you 
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you (hall he to all Eternity. And will you 
judge the -men of the. carth,' or worldly 
wiſe men, the wiſeſt men, 'who-take care 
for the Body, and neglect 'the Soul? that 
make . provition for Time, but . none: for 
Eternity.?. O Sirs, if you would but trace 


them to a fick-bed , a Death-bed, from 


thence into Eternity, and to Gads dread- 
ful Tribunal, you-mjght eafily determine, 
Fer. 17.11. Luke 12, 19, 20. & 16,2223. 
Rev. 6. 25. ES | 


j | 1:4 


Maotzve 4. In a very little time your pre= 
ſent, powerful, and awakening helps and 
advantages to excite, end put yore in mind 
of the etber World, will be paſt and gone. 
And theſe are chiefly three, viz. 1. Awake- 
ning Ordinances. 2, Awakening Proyi- 
dences. 3, Awakening Convictions. 

I, Awakening Ordinances will have an 
end. The Faithfu), powerful Minifters of 
the Goſpel, that watch for your ſouls,and 
whoſe office it is to fire the Beacons, and 
give' the Alarm, will, we know not how 
ſoon, finiſh their work. Theſe Boanergeſes 
and Ambaffadors of the Lord,that preach 
the dreadful ' and amazing Dodrine of 
Death aud Judgment, and that with _ 
| an 
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| ſpirit, to make you ſenfible of your fin and 
danger, will ſhortly be called home : Me- 
fer, that great Prophet, after he had com- 
poled this : excellent ſong ( of which my 
Text is a-part”) 'was: gathered to his Fa- 
theres, Noah that Preacherof Righteou(- 
neſs, after he had for many years toge- 
ther warned the old World, was called in- 
to the Ark, and they had never a Sermon 
more till the wrath of God came upon 
them, and there was no remedy, 2 Pet. 2. 
5. Be not therefore as your Fathers, unto 
whom. the former Prephets have cried, 
ſaying, Turn ye from your evil ways, 'for 
they beve not long to cry. The Prophets 
do not live for ever, Zech. 1.4, 5, You 
cannot. rationally expe& always. to hear 
the pleaſant noiſe of Aarons Bells or the 
ſound. of the filver Trumpets: - the Sun 
will go down over the Prophetsz there- 
fore while the Watchmen are upon. the 
Walls', take warning, and. finiſh your 
work while you have the:Jight. O Sirs, 
improve for your eternal advantage, thoſe 
plain and powerful Sermons which you 
hear and read 3 and let it not be account- 
ed legal- Preaching. Who were more 


feverc in their Preaching, than our _ 
an 


and eancht cries, tears , and fervour of 
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and: his fore-ranner.? Whom weought to- 
i iniitate, otherwiſe we: draw the horrible! 
" | fin of blood-guiltineſs upon »ur Souls, 
Ezek. 3. 18, 19. It is-obſerved; that there 
Y || arc more dreadful Dofrines-ſcattered up 
and down inthe New Teſtament, than'in: 


- the O1d;the powerful applixation of which!  . 
n. | very neceflary' both for: ſecure 'finnerss. 
ing and drouhe Saints. Holy: Devid- after his 
_ fall,” fell} into | a ':deep: ſleep, and did not 
=y awake, until Nathan came and told:hint; 
to || Plainly and particularly. of his-fin,  And:of 
4 the'' Virgins, we read, while the /Bride«. 
-* | groom rarried,they all ſlumbredand flepty 
cs | Mantb. 25. O'how maby fleepy Souls-are' 
| \here in .the-World,.'and in many Cities; 
a | Towns; and Pariſhes in this Nation, that: 


\e | wilt cither-living; dying,” or after-deach3 
in | ſadly'bewail thendtimproving the hbvrs: 
of theirfaichful Paftors!: : 4.69 £8.24 
ne | 7-2-* All your awakening) Providencor; by: 
which God warns andicalls;' willihaveam 
end.'. [The greatand glorious: God for a 
ſe | 19ng:timg together! hath ibeen ſpeaking 
and cling torus bytis Wordy!and of hte 
*. | yedtshhath/ſpoken by hisdheadfol Rod,? 
andithatwery terribly;:* /The Sword; the” 
Plague,the Fire, the decay of Trade; and: 
other Judgmets;' are. the loud: voice of _ 
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- £ angry God. Thoſe AMficions on our 
Families, Relations, Efates, Perſons, are in 
order to the awakening uSout of ſleep,and 
ſo for our profit When .Maneſſeb was 
' _ amongthe thorns, and bound with Fetters. 
nM and carricd into Babylon, he belought the 
= Lord, and hun:bled himſelf greatly, 2 Ch. 
33. 11,12,13. After Ephraim was chaſi- 
ſed, he awaked, turned, and repented, for 
Bonds and Cords of AﬀMidtion do open 
| the car to inſirucqion; when he ſheweth 
| them their work, and their tranſgrefſiion, 
and commandeth that they turn from ini-: 
quity, Feb.36. 8, 9, 10. Jer. 31. 18, 1g. 
Now to have a dcaf car to the Rod and 
Word, to be hardned, and ſecure, and go 
an in fin under awakening and amazing 
Providences, is a dreadful Judgment, and 
that which ripens men for ruine, 2 Chroz. 
28. 22. This is tbes king Abaz, who in 
the time of his difireſs, did treſpaſs yet 
more againſt the Lord, Fer. 5. 3. 
3- Yout awakening Convitions will have 
.-an end too. | Thoſe ſecret and powerful 
workings, ſtrivings, and firuglings of the 
Spirit of God under the Rod, and in the 
World will be ſuſpended. Chrift will not 
+ always beat thedoor calling, knocking, 
+ andhisSpirit that isfo muck gricvcd and 
Y oppoſed 
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will not always firive and firng- 

gle: yarns jour: Hearts \and' Conſciences, 
Gez.26 '3 -  -Now'tinners,: if you have any 
loxeor regard to your immortai ſouls; be- 

fore all theſe helps be taken away, be wiſe | 
to: 'confider, and prepare- for your. end: _ 
7 Leſi-God ſhould ſpeedily reſolve, and ſay *' 
® a op iv en rr gn = 
” || ye be ſtricken any more ? as 17. 
af Ephraim is joyned to Idols, let bim oy 
T | They will have thcir Luſis; and they ſhall 
h | have them. 4s I live, ſaith the Lord, this 
b || iniquity ſhall not be purged till. you die. 
” | Sith nothing will a—_ Lan reſolved, 
; faith God, | they : ſhall never hear any | 
D 
g 
; 


awakening Soul ſearching 'Sermon more, - 
never have..a Corredion 'or . Convidion 
OTE they 80 EW to "ow 
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a ns 5. [Conſider that the nnd cries, 

G tears, prayers of unbelievers, wben they come 
20 dic Silt he inuain,freinleſt;end unſucteſs- ' 

| fk: Thoagh you:ſpeak in the an aſh of 

| B 
your ſouls rand*complain, 'in [the birter- 

- | ne of: your: Spſuies -, when your fleſh + | 

" | upon you (halt have:pain;' and your-ſouls © 
within. you Thall! mourn, ig oy be'to no | 


| 
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ea 77 88 
You thak vill nat-ſecho Gli | 
- and .makedappBimtion. tl theAldightyls 
" thatwillnatopidy whild yowTlave time.ue) 
pray, helps te prays:health to pray; enoows! 
ragements tOP3ay-;.-5 20 2g; 2] 219d] His ann} 
: Naw: God: invites: ypubmaythave OgUe? 
- dienct,;;your ptayersiinajilyfinghbur will! 
- b&{bucichEuxpratipesofs youb frars:aud:; 
texrorg,atifpgdrom thadenſnandneannd(sy 
of-your danges, . when there:wilkbe:buta't 
ſitp -besweens your. departing. cSbuk and 
the Gate: of : Deiils\; God! faldam hears.) 
from ſame\meny; molearoubliyiahneſs;.. 
fear, ; diGrefs;: 41d i anguiftiivegmbiionpdn? 
- theap -1ibHen pain Will) make theoOpeiy; 
and: hawh: upon their hols 5 oandidds due z 
| howlipg,not praying;:Hoſo7 L4: (Bit well: 
| God hear bis.ery wbenarouble cometh cpa: 
 'bim? Gith Feb 27. 9, No, ſaith the Lord, 
Twill not be inquired of you, Eck. 20. 3. 
" Beoauſcitaometh fromwnievi! .mind;tor 
ſtinking breath, -procceding\from: ajcor- 1 
rupt-xoften'curſed: heart,:and:then ttrmuſbt 


needs: begbominablc,.Proviiayr =p; 116% 


8.. Lwj/{faithiDevidi):wabbaine bantineny 
| ingoghnop, and thee compiiſſiebineud{tats far 
if Tregard, miquity: inane haigcth the Lordi 
will. ot-be4r my: prayer, Plal-$6;o1871 If 
God would not hear a Davids Praytrg is} 
EEE Jp | man 
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a. 9 
blenwaſtirÞ>Q685” own Heart, he will not 
-H@p4) DevilsPrayer, [not- the Prayer of a 
Brtaver; Sabbath-breaker, Drunkard » he 
-hebroth orfiniiergthar- like and love their 
bn&Ndfartthe 6ly Gholt, though they 
{06k We ea Jthey' (all not find} me. Here 
Mnote;'that rhtre is a two-fold carly, namie- 
1y,' Gods exilly, and mans carly.'- God's 
-carly-is *jn fhe morhing of our life; in 
the time of youth, then God calls and in- 
vites to come, Prov. 1, 2 4. Eeeleſe 12. 1 
*MazaStaHly t5'in the evening, or at the end 
df 4ife, 8 when man is nigh unto Death, 
bhi pat Terrow, and -atguiſh cometh 
Albin, Habet ffibafbrr they will ſeek me 
!; Bol ut.  When' fer" comtth os 
(firm 3 ond defiriior tometh 'as 
whirlwind," then” ſhall they call upon me, 
butt I will mot anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me 
\warly,! bit JORTh #9 find: mb) Prov.1. 27,28. 
"God will Tay Q zall ſach ſinners, remem- 
-bef it, as Tſaat Abimelich, Gen. I2), 
Whebefort eomt ye +0 me, Jebing: ye bated mie, 
'und'ſen + me'uwiy from you': Or he will 
Tay,*'as once tothe tkitdren of Ifraet that 
cried" to him in their ſore diſtreſs, Go cry 
40the on that ye have choſen, let them de- 
hoes fo -in the ime" your atop get 45 
Jor'd MIU mes deliver fot Jai 10:14. You 
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have ſerved the Devil.imbraced-theworld, 
fatisfied your Juſt, joyned with, mipe ane- 
mies 3 go to the Devil, goto your Luſt, 
to your wicked Company, {ct.them-deli- 
ver you in. your dilireſs : New Death: arid 
Devils are come for you;;:L-will not own 
you. nor your Prayers,your ſouls abhorred 
me, and. my Soul, abhors, you . and your 


Prayers, depart from. me, I know.you not. 


Motive 6. 1t is,the preat comfort of the 


godly mans life ta hope, and know that he 


is fit for Death. Whatever be their lot and 
Portion in this. World, þc affuxed. it, hall 
go well. with. theas;jin cheother 


” »s ” 


Art thou in a. fatg-of Grace, at odds.with 


© & 3s & 


 fin,and:cruly in love.with Ehrili.and Holi 


, neſs , be .of good chear, go. thy'way, and 

eat. thy. bxead.. with joy;..2nd; drink thy 
_ Wine with a mersy heart, for the bicter- 

neſs of Death. is'paſt. The King of Ter- 
_ rors that had: the power of Death is con- 
quered. by . the, Lord of Life. - Terrible 
_ Death that rides on: the pale horſe, is dif- 
mounted by thy. dear Lord that. rides on 
_ the white .Horſe,. under. whoſe bloody 
Croſs thou maiſi ſee him difarmeg,.,woun- 
ded, and. dead; Neath that reigned.from 


RT 2 EOS. ee es” oe i. <@a  ** 
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Adam to Moſer, is now ſwallowed up in 
Victory, I/a.15 8. I will ranſom thee from 
the power of the grave; I will redee++ .hee 
from Death, © Deatb, Inill be thy plague: 


O' Grave, I will be thy deſiruGiion. The 


believing ſoul is dead with Chri(t whilcs 
he lives, Rom. 6. 8. And is delivered, not 
only from the damnation , but the 
dominion of fin, and there is hope in his 


death. When he diecth, he ſhall die in the 

'Lord, Rev. 14.13. He hall ſleep in Jeſus, | 
'1 Theſ. 4. 14. His end ſhall be peace, Pſa. 
- 37. 37. This made the Apolile, after his 


fad conflic, Rom. 7. to triupmh over this 


Hſt enemy Death, 1 Cor, 15. 55. 


| - Motive 7. If you ſhould not prepare for 


death, yet you will wiſh you had (as many 


do when it is too late.) You that are for 
making for the Fleſh, and ſo eagerly pur- 


ſuing the world, and thethings of ir, when _ 1 
.you ſhall be caſtupon @ bed of languiſhing 
-you will with in the very torment of your 


minds, and flames of horrour, O that TI 
had parted with my fin ! O that had 
been careful to pleaſe and honour God, 
and. to get an intereſt 'in Jeſus Chriſt / 
Then ſhould I now hw di:d :he:death-of 

- "9" 8-0 the 


— 


\w. 


(198) 
the,Righteous 3-but.this I,wholly.ſlighted. 
1 proſecuted che World: with might and 
.main, and got ſo many.thonſands, for my 
- Poſterity, and I ;lived a merry. and jovial 

life, but for. my Soul, for.my Etervity, 
| things of infinite worth, I have done no- 
thing, I forgot my Soul: . Nowhere is the 
Mcſſenger of Death come for me, to im- 
.priſon my body in the Grave, the Cham- 
bers of Darkneſs, and to carry my Soul I 
know.not.whither, I fear.to Hell. O that 
T bad been wiſe to underſtand this ! To con- 
fider my latter end; What would I now 
give to live a few. years more, to make 
proviſion for this Soul, that muſt now 
enter the gulf of endleſs Eternity. 


DR ———_—_— 


.  Atiive 8. Conſider, the gajn will be.ex- 
.ceeding great. As will appear. by theſe fol- 
*aving particulars: 

1» Would you hate fin as; Hell, and be 
more truly holy, Conſider, your latter end. 
'This is moſt certain, that all the Antece- 
dents,and dreadful conſequences of death, 
ſpring- and grow out of this bitter root. 

, Whatis jitthat wounds, iings, pains, and 

kills? What is it that brings diſeaſes, and 

| Þthreatens Seach? ? Qt murders the: _, 
an 
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atd that damns and buns the'Soul? what 
is it 'that doth neceſinate thee romakeuſe 12 
of: Phylick * ind: Phyfitidns: whil& ative? 
ard. bringeth"thee"to''a; Coffiv.or Gtavie 
wheti'thou art Qead ?. Is it notfn which 


thou imbraceſt in thy boſothe'? 


' Youpdor, blind;-deluded fouls, as Htle 
and as lovely as fin-looks in: your wanroti 
eyes;*itis the* Mother arid: Nurſe of all 


- your Miſeries;* hatch*& in Hell; the Devils 


fpawh or excrement.” He. that committeth 
fin is of the Devil, 1 Joh. 3.8; This is-that 
evil thing and bitter, that hales Death 
and Hell atithe heels of it 3 -yes;that arms 
Death; Devi, atid Hell againf}-us- 'Were 
it tiot for this black;uglyi-tierce, cxuel,and 
bloody Adverſary, Law: or Juſt ce could 
not condemn-us, Death could not kill ns, 
Devils could: not torment us, Hell could 
not burn us. © © 

"Sin is the Traitor arid Marderer of yoar 


- {immortal Souls, and thoſe'naiks that will 


ſhortly dig your graves 3 and will you 
hug, hide, and hold it faſt ? Will a Wo- 
man put a knife in her boſome , that 
hath killed or caurdered- her dear Child 
or 'Husband ?* No, by no mens, ic'mult 


\ be broken and caſt away for ever. Now 


Sits 3 if Sin be the Enemy, uſe it as an 
yo - Ene- 
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Enemy 'or,' Murder, . kill, jt, take the fa- 
crificing knife and: cut; the. throat of it, or: 
 firike-the heert-vein and let. ir bleed until 
it dies... Deal by: it, 'asS#mmweb, by. Agag, 
cutit -in- pieces. Þid' you think. ſeriouſly 
of Death and Hell, : you would hate it to 
purpoſe, -and ſay, away to Hell.-with it, 
from whence it came, and it-would put 
you. upon,adefire and: earnelh, endeavour 
after holineſs: being expoſed:to a difſo- 
lution; what manner of Perſons ought ye 
tobe inall holy. Converſation and godli- 
neſs, 2 Pet. 3,11, But if you forget death 
you-will make dreadfull work, namely, 
your.acconnts. greater, and hell the hotter, 
you will increaſe-your:fin, and God will 
heap-up wrath againſt the day of wrath; 
Andif. ever- God ſhew mercy. it will coſt 
you dear, . your ſouls. muſt mourn, your 
hearts muſt break and bleed for fin 3 for 
unleſs you repent, you -.will, certainly. be. 
darnned, Luke 13. 5+. 


2, Would you ſpeedily. call off your 
hearts from the World, and lay up a trea- 
fure'in Heaven, Remember yaur latter end - 
In the greateſi affluence of Worldly. Pro- 
iperity, always conſider. that. you muſt 


dif«. Ib k $7 # 
af. Poor: 
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Poor Worldings | that make Gold 


' your hope, whoſe plottings and ploddings 


axc for Earth. If Death and Eternity were 
more in your thoughts, you would let go 


"that in your affe&tions, which you cannot | 


holdin your poſſeſſion, and love that. buc 
a little that will be loſt, and which you 
cannot love long) Riches have wings, and 
they will be gone. Conlider how lirtle the 


things .of the World will fland you in 
” ſtead in thie evill day, your gold and filyer 
' cannot keep you from diſeaſes while you 


live'3 nor from Hell when you are dead, 
Teo. I I. 13. Pſat. 49. 67. ©, 

\-Tt - falleth one with 'many of* the great 
Abrirs: of the World, as it doth with'a 
Sumpter-'Horle, who all the day catrieth 
2-great 'Freaſure on his back, but'at nighe 
is taken from him, and he chiruſt into a foul 
Stable, So many wealthy worldings chat 


trye themſclyes to get and carry worldly 


Treaſure, when'death cometh; it is taken 


from them, and they for their ill getting, 


or il] uſing of it, are thruſt down to-Helt: 


\The rich man ded; and in Hell lift: 'up hls 
EYES» 


And if you: woull deaden your heals: 


to:this empty! carth; and look'after a-trea- J 


ſureabove, a-happineſs beyond the: _ 
that- 


ATI (ad 
that ſhall laſt as long as your Souls ;ſhall 


laſt, -think often of death, this would di- |: 


vext your worldly cares and projets. 
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Remember . from this day to your [aſt 


day cannot be long, your-Journey or Voy- 
age is ſhort,and alittle proviſion is enough, 


neither Poverty nor Riches, but food con- | 


venient is the deſire and choice of a Citi- 
zen of $joy. . Converſe more with Death, 
and be often looking ipto Eternity, and 
thou mayeſi hear (as it were) a voice 
ſpeaking to thee as God to Barwck, Jer. 
45. 4,5. 1 will break down, and pluck up, 
and ſeckeft thou great things, ſeek them nx. 
\ Death is the great Leveller that will make 
all equal, and you :thatgraſp the 'World 
moſt greedily, will find it but vanity for 
. all is vanity,is the language of experience, 
: Eecleſe 1.2. 1 John 2. 17.. - . 


When Samnel was to anoint Sagl, he_ 


brought or. directed him to Rache/s Sc- 
pulchre, and to this end -(as. is ſuppoſed) 
namely, to ſuppreſs or-prevent haughty, 
. proud thoughts , that. might ariſe ; from 
_ .that new and great preferment.,', And if 
the ſuppoſition be true, it is as if he had 
ſpoken,thus,. Saul, jGod--hath highty. ho- 
noured you, and, anoint,you Kings'-But 
remember, here lics the duſt of that beau- 
= tiful 


hy a? gore # wu ad 
oe wg Hwa 6 He — 
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'tiful Rachel ; and though you are, now 
"King in Iſrael, *yet muſt you be is'Rache), 
viz. laid in a Grave 'or Stpulchre the 
- thoughts 'of which is "very rilyitg 


Meditation. You that have the vgs ve 
a full Cup, that wallow 'in wealth" and 


| ſwim in worldly glory, to wean'you'from 


the World (that your hearts may hot * 
turned into Earth, and baried* by ford y 


-are buried) keep freſh in your *hooghts 
-Deith and Eternity,” Fob T4. 14, © © 


4. Would you be deeply ſerifible of the 
ſad and doleful condition of Unbelievers 


when they come to djc ? think: ſerioufly 


of your latter end. *What will you do In 
the hour of diſtreſs; when God ſhall call 
for your breath, change your countenance, 
and require ' your Souls ,” if you have 
made no preparation for Death and Jadg- 
:ment'® 
+ Poor ſouls?! I would pity you with my 
very Heart, to think how ignorant you are 
of your great concernments3 you cat,drink, 
ſleep; buy, fell, 'and get gain; but ſlight 
cn he ſouls, and do not Fonfider of the evil 
ay: 
-2 Wy: unto A hab is aforts,” har 
90 y and alene*in Death; © 


hath no Chrik to befriend/hini, or find 


"(203 ) Þ 
by him in that: woful day, that cometh to 
:lie downon.his death- bed without'geace 
' ex pardon, who. ſhall go intoa Grave, and 
. ſtand before the Bar without an. Advocate 
' to plead for him. | 

tis moſt probable, you may have dif 
ferent apprehenſions of your ſclves and 


"er the: obje ,, the clearer; the fight © 

_ Haners. E when the. door of Eternity - be- 
' gins to open (as uſually it dothto.men dy- 
ing) you will have other thoughts of your 
ſelves andother men. ,-, Here you'2uffic jt 
. out, thinking YOar ſelves, above, and ber- 
ter than others,: þchold great Babel, ſaid 
that- proud-,Perſon in his: Princely: Pa- 
i \ "Jace but when pale. Death appears , ic 
[| "will-pull down. thoſe .Peacocks Feathers, 
{|| and, cauſe. theiv Creſts to. fall. . Now the 
World ſhines and ſparkles in your. cyes, 
which makes. you judge; and think, [that 
nothing. but: Riches, Honor, and. Great- 
neſs can make you happy. 3 then it will ap- 
-pear.(the Paint being off ) to be an empty 
nothing, . As: ..for. the; pure in heart, 
who mourn for fin, and mind their Souls 
above the World, arc ſcorned, jeerd; ha- 
ted, begin-looked, upon as a..co 


_ then > 


_ others. in your dying hour, for the-near- | 


mpany..ot _ 
poor penſiye, ſneaking, beſotted fools, will 


thien be guns the be}, wiſe, and 
pic, wen. on carth- ; Now-fin is n—_ L 
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and called a light and little thing, or trick 
of. youth, but. then it -will have @ black. 
and dreadful face, and 'feel- more: heavy 
6 | than lead, taſt more bittex. than Death ic 
(l Ras 
Now the Pamned, and Cunt Cremane | 


| your brave boon Companions'and boſome 


Friends ;- but when:;you are come to your 
dying groans, and cold ſweats, away. with 
- tg their fight is; terrible, But: know 
th t you who have been Companions in 
ſin, muſt be compapion, in ſufferings, and 
lie down togtther.-in_ everlaſting chains 
and. flames 3 you ſhall be : fereered and A& 
bound cogether, 2nd ACYET Part any more = 
for ever. _ 4 
. Now.an intereſt in Chri, and a.life af 
Holineſs is. little valued, and every: baſe 
luc and trifle prefexred : ' then a World, a | 
World for,Chriſt,. Forty thouſand pound 
for.a good Conſcjence, cried out a wicked 
_ Worlding,. when dying, and 
paſſing into Eternity. 

4+ Would you expedite: your Repen- 
tance ? ?\ try, your ſtate; and make all ready 
for the. other World 3. thigk upon - this _ 
Lt cnemy, the king of Texrors, that will * 
cre.- 


_ albyour *oppottatſitics Will: be gons for || 
EV ir 3195rif brig let s boligg bog 


iEVer.: 1H: . | fo 8 
;-If the thdijhts of death; 'eſpetially che 
ſecond:death; did buttinflutneey6urhearts 
andipenetrate upon; your Conſciences, you 
would cafily be perſwaded to caſt away 
- Jour fins namely, £0" eat off a r(ght 
Hand,''or-plack- out *a'-right'TyE "and £6 
rent your treats; t0* (it alone; formourn 
fi ſeoxer, © to Mic your ſouls, and to' put 
your mouths in the duſt, if fo be there'may 
be hope , 'Law." 28, 29. We fee! that 
men: in 4 journcy*; if ithey think" rhey 
have day'enoughs they areflack, aid ow 
enough; : but jf-they fee 'but a Ifle'time, 
they” will make fpeed? Tf amarmuft db 
the work of a whole day in half” gay; 
he will make haftc i Repentanice*'js not 
a work for a'dy, though'a dailywork, 
our whok life i9 littfe*tnough to tompleat 
muſt mourn ;- while we: provoke -the 
Judge. we- muſt -plead 'guilty , and ftc 
out our Pardon with''Ropes about our 
| Necks, oy ng corn, hr our breaſts (and 
if-- mightbe) with tears'of'blbdd; And 
the gteat'' things of Death and:Judgment 
will 'prepare-and prompt you: t6 do ” 
SP: | = ſud- 
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Jaddenly,; for when :the day jo giins, the 
night comes, and the grave and Hell-have 
ſhactheir-mouths upon you, what can' be 
dane; Eceleſe 9.1004 , 

.105- ,Would you: pray more farniqay, 
a I more:frequently than:ever.you have done ? 
ay {| remember.you muſt dic.  -- 

he The /Monnments | and Statues of _ 
to | Dead (as one notes) are made in a praying 
rn || poſture, viz, kneeling,and with, hands: lift- 
ut | ed up to heaven _ (as if the remembrance 
ly || of them now: .dead) ſhould:teach:us our 
at I duty, what we muſt do whilſt living.: One 
y ff that was wont to.-pray often in aday, be- 
v | ing asked why he ſpent ſo-mucltime'in 
5 

s 


Prayer, ;gaye no other anſwer: but +this, 

1 muſs die, 1: ;onnt me.: An. awakening ap- 
3 prehevſion of 'a!>mans- entrance upon; ian 
t | endlc(s [fine&, :and a ſpeedy 1 approach be- 
» | fore the holy God, will make him pray, 
t | and that importunately- If therebe in the 
> | Family, 'z [Hysband, Wite,or:Child near 
* | onto Death, alnioftevery one'that cometh 
> || about the 'Bed will be lifting-v -up-hands, 
* | and+putting| up Prayers , (and then” you . 
cry out; ſend ſpeedily-for ſome ſober ſeri- 
ous Miniſter > or ſome ſolid} favoury, 
praying Chriftiany'to! cammend 'his* fad 
culo. God. The young mn1ithat late- 
ly 
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-Ir ſuffered for ncnr > Ber pot ey 
Newgate as. ignorant of God, as the Horſe 
wm Male ' and: :fenſleſs of his Soul as 
2 ftock or ſtone, was'by the acceſs and 
_#pplications:of Miniſters to ' Him, Ton- 
- vinced of | his deſperate cafe,” and: through 
the grace and bleffing of 'God upon his 
appointed means; he ſeemed fo - deepiy 
fenſible of the dreadful hazard of his-pre- 

. cious ſoul, that. he did with fo: muctr bro- 
.kennefs of heart, confeſs his fins, pray, 
- and-plead-with God in Chriſt for pardon, 
: even to-the. wonder and amazement of 
- thoſe Miniſters and Chriſtians who- were 
Preſent. | And being asked how-often he 
. praycd, anſwered, tive or fix times in a 
-day. z and it was wich ſuch meltings, and 

_ - multitudes of tears,that did move the very 
.þowels of the Audftors (and as they aid) 
turned: them into tears. Thus you ſee 
. how a powerful conviction of Death and 
- Judgmeat- may: prevail upon the -heart, 
; to make-'them (cry: to. God,. that! never 
 Prayed before: | As for: you. that. can: lic 
. down af night, :rife-up in; the' morning, 
.and go about the World without ſecret or 
Family Praycr : I muſt tell you that you 
-have;but, ſlight, if any:thoughts of death 


ond etatrliny: apd.axo-Ruſe ohoDrargerd. 
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of of nn everlaſting condition, which is a 
fad ſymptome fs a Chriftleſs ate. - 
-:6, Would you do- good to: others, to 
[thelr bodies anfl:-to their - fouls, - confider 


1k 
ul as} 


utterly incapacitated of doing any thing. 
;Hhe:wiſe man ſpeaking of, the ſeaſon-of 
foing; and of the viciGtudes of mans 
-Life, :namely, that there- is a time. to be 
,borng: 20d 3-time: to: dic ©: and: fie) having: 
obſerved the ifſues and changes of Prowi- 
.dence:that” hath made every'thingbeguti- 
;#ful in its ſeaſon, coneludes that it is beſt for 
:a than to dogood in his life, Keclef, 3. 12. 
 f1 you bave therefore po (ſsitb'tbe 
Apoſtle) Iys us d ticall men, Gal:s. 
Foe When jt ir inc the power-if thine band bo 
d) | do-ity Ptov, 327: i Sirthe real thoughts = 
:of death-will-prompt you] to give «-porti- 
304 to ſix. and alfo to ſeven, and.thatin 
Cj i feafon; for when Death comes, all is gone, 
t, then. it js 20n0rg " the. power. of thine 
” hand fo. de-it«; - 
| ' cDid youngw balave and: conſider that 
/y 
y 
1 


 . your, muſt, die, and -give.an account -to 
' God, the, great Landloxd.and Donor of 
all your good things ( great Receipts, ha- 
great-Accompts,),you would nat con- 


raſl your beans an ot up your bow: 


[you muſt die, for after Death:you will be = 


i, ols cagairrſt chohnagyitiorbte obj: 267 
who areſo ofteriiinyouriview.””: (: kat Hye 5 
 £+ Now; that youanay boHke'Sheep>andf Cal 
-nintrlie Swine; :be.goodijnyoar life 32aridfibw 
2H&ctilyDuniatts: of ravecybe Uſfiributod? \nſſtpb 
Jhoimomiggj the ficcoft leafpry to (Ow YhirYhtl 
Yeats >heretore ſpeedily aw out'\thy hq 
-ſout t&the-hunjiry, ' before >death (parateſ c2 
:thy: ſoal and: body:; for: with ſuch Sacti-f| -Y 
ioGoticellpleaſtdy: aſe vos Heb. iv 
"Ta 17 3 2: 34S 75 DI1s 29411 9 2V1G:03 Magi 
(Fs ould: you get-and: keep: b-Drcerth, is 
.: Ga i precious © Pearl indeed eine 'oftenibf hat) 
. Death and —_—_—_ Keg it wil} be 
tried; then twill) (and: you\in-(tead, 


| .Sihvericy: yrhScripegrePreſoRtion). -i:the |« 
F we 1 mrs the: Grice 'eficvety þþ 


:Gzarp;' for gritd; dit} Hove in 
-lincerity; are the yeryNevres an@ Sitows 
:of Chriſtianiey7s: © -- f =54 | 
: The -nextbeft to the orediourbiogd arid 
»iphtcoulneſspf:our' ploribus Redcemer, 
(to plead for us at the hdr of death, 
'an4 Th-the'Cburt 6 Weaver) iis trivth in 
"the inward parts;Iſs.38.3. Tobdu mourn- 
' er *in' Sion, 'is "matter of folact” and real 
7 —_— but #0 be a Bnner 11 $# i is (ad, 
will) botatter-of-t6rmenti: 4 ndas 
7 AAA peek Devil in Rahtnls 


Mantle, 


k C5 ) = 
Mantle: , is 


evil ind . The fi inners. 
Beba#2 CE GRPSlls oh i Ana 
*t Five mary die a Hyper lr + Ireadful, 


inly b 
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-8/\'LzRly7;i awbild you redeerti” vo by, 


'$. ſine tid bligrbedy:6f | fate lot 
2 Piyoof pricey” of 't the-pteten Ghia 
ty, hd thetaat Talvetifin's os 3-6 2 


idf of ofy = cher” - 4InÞ?: —_ HIKE & 
V der, t ha tht "night 'of cath *hif TE 
© fetthinly, 'and - riy. come” idenly; you 


ty þ N Idwwork whit Ws diy; @'no 
in brat &'%s to put of bel repe 
FS fob yffGing Wark? far: 6 PabC! 


þro jr Work Cui = f old age,, 
fi ci-bed, Or io pGH) y 


ke, Int, 
htande"12 RRIGSHh Fomnd! bt: £ 
5mm rg Now if you! lf-" 
afOFbre® BordF 1 Ron Hike tf iy day, 

fierhbet fu walk dit, 70h, 9.4. 
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nee Prin 
50 roms 093 If be cle nn 
F Unbelick, ualltyy 
1s, or x Seger - ai ny O_ 
; Prayer to wark,.. pour ou 
6. to,;Bod, with: the.greatall 
I Ay mportunity. Say as Moſes, Who, 
nates ps th, peer; of 2bine Anger * 4 
actording.' tet "ht is by wroth. 
teach ms IF py 0n6r s, that we -= 
29 agr Hearts to, wp =  Plal. ,90; II, 
Yrs, it ts Splritual-wikdom will cauſe 


oy s nw fr Dato 


Prov. 2. 3+, 4+ ; For ſhe is thy Life, Prov. 
4- 13. It Se life and. ſon! is: 
worth. Py i enter-into thy.Cloſet; and 
fall on thy knees, jor prey to God, in the 
Name of x Cho, or or -Ipiritysl-Wiadom 'Wisdom 

we "muſt ſech it, .Ezek. 36, 37+And God: 
will give it, . James 1. 5. Beg mare than, 
for thy life;for a truly wiſe and dwakened 

2-07 9: heart, 
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heart, without which, the great-concerns> 
of; God and thine immortal AP be for 


mm — = 


| Diels. 2. Diligently atd duty aſh 
andimprove the moſt awakening means,- 
| which have-a' tendency: hereunto. Oz K 
- 1. Set your ſelves nnder a \ fainks: 
ful, and ſoul-ſearching Miniftry, who make 
the C onverfion of Souls their main buſineſs fo 
A lazy ſecure Miniſter is not like to awa- ' 
ken a ſecure finner, the Convition and: 
Converſion of Souls. is not the mark they” 
ſhoot at. Reſolve to hear, love, - counte-- 
nance, and incourage. thoſe that grapple 
moſt with ' the Conſcience, and carnecfily : 
endeavour to drive and hb Souls to Je-: 
ſas Chriſt, by: ſctting the bleſſing andthe 
'Jcarſes lift and death before. them» - 'Con- 
"Yri&ſon leads the way to'converſion, as the © 
Needle” the [Thread :'What :is a+ Plaiier * 
worth where there is no wound ? It is 
the:'broken bones..crp'\-out for help; the 
whole necd- fot the Phytitian': General-- 
overly Preaching is like the fword inthe - 
ſcabbard;that doth not-cut nor wounds or - 
ke Phyfick in the bottle, that doth not. 
——_———_ —— 
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convincing Preaching : (ſuch as Nathans to 
Danids or Peters :tarthe Few, .'2 Sdam2.7, 
Afs 2.36.) is like the Sword':in: the-f 
Bowels, or Phyfick in the Body, that will 
pain fo purpoſe. Thoſe Preachers that 
' hatengifatilty of reprevingand convin- 
<puliniuns areviiicee! avcompaby. 
drone Beegy:thdthave loſts their! ing,; 
belng?good-for:nothing.: :Burwthey” chat 
haxethdcharge of formany Golden: Flee 
- cey{hduld ſever the Wheat fromthe Chaft,. 
theySheep from: thaGibatkhs the Precious 
fipm the Vile andlin.ofo: doing we ſhall]. 
bes Gods :rhouth,-iarid; free rfrom the' 
blaod of, albmemc- 07 153 i 5 = 
-O thei.; let this dreadful and amazing. 
Do@trine- of - Death: and Judgment; be 
mofefrequently. and effedtually preached; 
that:\buls in-.perit near gun; my (eectlicis 
- fincatid dangdr,:andHdes to Chriftias the. 
only refuge: Knowingabe terrorbofi Gedi wwe 
poſmatt men, 2-Qor: 42a; Mangi7s hi 
24 31 OI3KGW ON © 90201 $226 #7 if rgt 
2» Conterſe withuherbeftxabdſitans; vis. 
themabat are;graydJobbr,rfotid; Aavoiry, 
and {onhdoin the aith ySuthas make? 
Religion their gxeabbuſfinols) who floveto || | 
ſpeak of; God; and ofthe! warltt toomey! } 
and by. whoſe Gonnd aidoExamplc: you 


may 
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$ :Pentance land: Holineſs FI to. confider of 
| -Death and fudgment.. Theſe were Da- 


vids exceltent ones, ibn whom he: did de- 
light, and-make his companivbns, Pſal. 3. 
&S 209336 2 15.1fleg 8 

3. Read the beſt Books, and thoſe that 
treat of Death and Judgment, but eſpe- 
cially the Word of God. There are the 
pure; Cryſtal fireams, and richelt Mines 
in this field you. will find. the Pearl, . Let 
the word of God dwell.in you richly, be not 


| -ignorant:of any-part of it, but be. ſure to 


acquaint. thy: ſelf with thoſe. Scriptures 
that [ſpeak-'of the. ſhortneſs of Life,. the 
certainty of Death and Juvgment, Heaven 
and Hell: Read the Brok of Job, and 
the twelfth Chaptcr of Eccleſiaſtes, Pſal. 
39» :Pſal..99. And let inedefire you tobe 
often .urgiog/ upon-your | hearts ſome of 
thoſe Scriptures that ſet forth the dreadful- 


neſs of that place of torment, that wi'l be 


the portion of all that forget God and 
make. po provition for thejr precious 
ſouls : Some few I have here ſet:;down, 
which Edefite you-would all contider and 
apply. Upon" the wicked he ſhall rain fire 
and Brimſtene, and a borrible tempeſt \ this 
fpall be the portion of their Cup, Pal. 11. 6. 

K I/ oe 


_ £15 


them, 114.3. 10., He ſhall caſt +beos Intogs 
Furnace E fire, Tthereſbalkbe weeping, wail- 
ing, ard: :;gnaſhing ' of 2eeth,: :Mat. 132. 
Ha. 33» 14386:66. IF. Mas 25.:T4. Lyke 
16, 25, 26, 2 Theſl. Hg 29; Rev. 6. 'B, 
14, 16. ; Di 36 *Q 

| 4:49 m7 Ti: a> p 35544 
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Divedl. 3 - Make Conſvienct'ef ſetting 
apart a lied timeevery day onpurpoſe to 
think on your latter\ end.--'Do it--fo fre- 
quently. antil death arid! you :berome'fa- 
miliar 5 ever -and-anon put thy: ſetfiinfoa 
poſture./ of ga” coittvtv(saith1ohy 
Winding-Sheet,/'Coffin, Grave: tee?thy 
| Fgreat change be ſoupon thy heart, that 
| thou mayſt every morning, -or evening 
- -walk a turn or two with Deati;. Remeny- 
ber however it be' with thee;inow,nthou 
muſt. ere long be gaſpingandigroaningpfor 
breath upon * thy dying-bed,: and grapple 
with the King of-Terrors, and im-a mo- 
ment go down to the Grave,' and ſhalt 
come-up no more, Fob 10.21. - -- 

If thou wouldft affe& thy-hcart: with 
thoughts of thy latter 'erid, go down'-to 
Golgotha, and think pon thoſe dry m—_—_ 

an 


——_ 
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We beininto he quicked, it Joalk go-il ith 
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] and putrefied bodies, and there revive the 


memory of your departed Relations, Huſ- 
bands, Wives, Children, Friends, Neigh- 
bours, and look beyond. the Chambers of 
the Grave, converſe with thoſe miſerable 
departed ſouls, give the Priſoners. of the 
Pit a vifit. Meditate on the raging furious 
flames, : that diſmal darkneſs, ſmoak and 
tink of the bottomleſs pit, the ſcrieking 
of -the damned, and roaring of the De- 
vils, the heart-piercing complaints for was 


when thou doſt think upon thoſe. Milli- 
ons of ſouls that are: hanging up is Hell, 
refle&-upon:thy ſelf, and. cxped&t thy turn 


ry .meal thy laſt, every journey thy. laſt, 
every Duty, iSacrament, Sermor,, thy laſt. 
And when the Lords-day cametn, think 
with thy, ſelf, chis will be the/laſt ſpiritual 
Market-:that I ſhall | have to.buy.the'ſpiri- 
tual. Oil. of. Grace, and to. provide for 


the Bride-grooms coming 3: after this day 
is, ended', I may never more: hear :the 
Lorg Jeſus ifpeak to meby the mouths of 
bis. faithful MiniQters, never be invited to 
come to Chriſt, or to believe, repent, part 
with fin. and accept of a pardon-more, 
and ſo. demean thy ſelf every day,; and in 

EF 3 every 
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ter to cool their ſcorching tongues. . And 


ſpeedily. Suppaſe every day thy lafi, eve- © | 


| .- C30) | | 
every duty as if thou ſhouldſt be called to 
Gods Bar, 'and give up thine account 
at night. In-all 'thy thoughts , 'words, 
and actions, ſay to thy ſelf, Would I do 
thus and thus, vis. would I eat,” drink, 
fleep, converſe, buy, ſell, preach,hear, pray, 


F -, or worſe, if I certainly knew. this 'dey 


would be my laſt? © let that Motto,” Me- 
mexto Mori, which ſome carry in their 
Rings, . be engraven'on your hearts, it be- 
ing the great concernment of our lives. 
This is: that which Gods people, and 
ſome of the Heathen too, have been c are- 
fu! to remember. King Aſa made his Se- 
puichre *1 his life-time, 2 Chron. 16. 14, 
and ſome in their gardens, and places of 
ſolace and delight, as Foſeph of Arimathes, 
Fohn 19.41. And ſome of the Heathen 
' were wont to:walk among the Graves, to 
put'them in mind of Death 3 'fome_ have 
had their Graves always - before their 
Gates. others dead mens $kulls preſented 
every day at. their Tables 3; and ſhall we 
that believe the DoErine of the ot her 
World, put off the ſerious thoughts of 
Death ? Solemon. adviſeth us to.go to the 
houſe of mourning, telling us it is better, 
becauſe the living will lay it. to heart- 
When you hcar the tidings of the death of 

| | your 


| Cars) | 
your Friends, Relations, or Neighbours, 


© Vas, 


go thither, though not ' perſonally5"yet 
contemplatively, in your minds” and 


thoughts, go , and put. your ſelves in - 


their. ſtead. - And think thus, a living 
Man:or Woman is become a dead Corps, 
orcold Clay, the ſoul. is gone to its ever- 
laſting: liabitation z but to what place, 
- whether to be comforted or tormented, 
who can: tell ?: If he were a Godly man, 
he is certainly gone to Heavens if thou -_ 
art ſuch a one,thy ſoul'will ſhortly be-with 
him: but if an ungodly man he is certain- 


ly gone to Hell, and now among Devils: | 'T 


And if thou art ſuch an one, chou ſhalt 
ere long, be- there too. is txae , the 
dead can have no thoughts of the living, 


that they muſt- dic. And you that are } 
young, When you hear of the death ofa $ 
lively luſty young man, or lovely beauti- | 
ful young woman, ſtop, refleq, and confi- 
der, may not this be thy caſe, O man, wo- |; 
man, or child,in a very little ſpace : I ſhall * 
ſay no more by way of DireQion,ouly de- 


fire you to review the particulars before- } 


mentioned, and you that are Parents and 
' Maſters of Families, who make conſcience 
of looking to the ſouls of thoſe commit- 
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ted your charge, may cauſe your Children 
and, Servants to learn by heart the parti- 
culars I here ſet down. . 


1. That it is moſt certaial an end will be." | 
2, At our latter end all om 3$þ35 
World will be gone for ever, j.. 
'. 3+ All the pleaſures of fin will be gone, 
and leave nothing but a fling.” 
4. That only which is eternal wil and 
#s in flead, 
5. Conſider which of the two Eternitie 
you are going towards. 
6, Weare all tear our everleting bibits: 
#104, 
7. Tor know not Low Jddenly, or WHEX> 
prfled your end may be. Fea 
'8. Fhen' death comes ,: your Soile ars 
fared, your eternity is caſt. | 
: '9. "Tir a dreadful and amazing febr, 
to ſee a CPE Spal' m—_—_— owt. by 


_ 


_ — 
_ ht 


"i oe May be of comfort to the poor 
k people of God, who, through fear of 
” death, are all their life-time ſubje& to 
bondage. Let not your hearts be trou- 
bled, fearnvr, peither be terrified _ 
© 


of this King of ſears : Bat chear up rooÞA I 
fpirics;-and comfort-up your hearts: with - 
this;*thae death as terrible as it is to: the 
icked;” carndt ' hutt- you. The day of 
Tu death will be better than the day of _. 
your birth, and therefore death is put into - 
the Believers: Inventory , and reckoned {| 
ve, among, his-privitedges, 1 Cor.3.22, Death 
ft will 5 4 gain' to the godly man, viz. an 
1d odf-let to'all his preſentmiſery, and an-in- - 
oft Jet to endleſs Glorys Then the- truly. 
ES nitent; Perplexeds- weavied : fouls ſhall be 
perfedtly: free from the pbwer:of Satan, 
> the fiery- darts,/ and dreautul Temptations 
of that uhdtan ſpirit. Then the old Ser - 
ce | pint by ever willbe under: their feet. { 
) | Fheb (the! Body of iliartvithall be putiof, - 
of ahd"the- irf-dwelling'' od Gny that keen : 
fountain- of” Corruption will be perfe&#ly 
; drfet® up! You ſhall never complain” of - 
| vain thoughts, or- hard hearts any more : 
Neyer-'doubt 6f- the truth of Grace, or ] 
fyour of God mere = The: :Believer: ſhall 4 
then be- with Jeſus Chriſt; theday 'ob his | 
dif®lation will be the day of his Exvons- i 
ton; ' ke (hall then receive the Crown, fit * 
down on} the Throne, andenter-into his * 
Mifters joy, which is. iulcie(s of joy and . 
| plrafures: forevermore:- 
K- 4. | abject... 
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| Ob) 3 I FEA rink of Death, but 
 _ whe ob of Death and Judgment are-ve- 
'— ry terrible, I fear I am not ot t0 mals Ho 
| ſralk #t be known £ = 


Anſw. There is an habitual fineſ for 
" death, and actual fitne(s for death; Every 
eraciouſly upright Man or Woman in the 
' Warld, that fears: God: in Truth; -is ha- 
bitually fit tq die,fo prepaxed for his great 
change, that, the ſting of Death, or ſecond 
Death ſhall not hurt him, having paſt the 
ſtrait gate, ſhot-the gulf, h- is out of dan- 
ger. As ſoon a> a man Iisin a ſlate of 
Grace, born again; made a new creature, 
- and by Faith united uutothe Lord Jeſas 
Chriftz God is reconciled, his-perfon; jus - 
ſtified, his fins pardoned, and recorded in 
\. the Court of Heaven, though -his Pardon 
- js not brovght down, tranſcribed and 
> ſealed in the Court of: his own- Conſci- 
- ence. The truly converted Soul is Gods 
© ſpecial Favourite, and ſhall lodge in. his 
| boſome, and never more be out of his fa- 
| wvour: ?Tis true, Heaven may. be out of 
' fight, God may frown, but will never con- 
demn. There is now no. condemnation to 
them that are in won Rom, 8.1. If any 


man 
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man fin, we have an Advocate with the Fa. 
ther, Teſies Chrift the Righteous, 1 7 Jolk 2.1 3 
Ibo ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of 
God's Elec ? Tt is God 1bat juſtifieth, y' THE 
FC brift that died, Rom. 8. 33, 34- 


Queſt. When is the Godly man afinally © 
prepared for death ? 


_ 4nſw. When his Spiritual eſtate is well 
| ſet]ed,vizs all made ſure between God and | 
his Soul particularly. ; 


1. When a man is truly conſcious to - 
himſelf that he hath fincerely, and with 
much brokennefſs of hear: -evented of all 
his known fins committed before or after _ 
converſion, ſo thar there is no freſh or for- 
mer guilt remaining on him. This Godly 
ſorrow is the Godly mans pleaſure; he de- 
lights to be ſowing in tears,loves with his :: 
Soul a wet ſeed-time3 for they that ſow 
In tears ſhall reap a harveſt of joy, which” 
is'a time of refreſhing from the pec'y | 
of God 3 compare Pfal. 126. 5; 6, and 
Ads. 3+ I9. 


p - When fin is not ſo-great a' becedows 


chat he is. wy of this: body of death 
VE and. | 


4 | (224 ) SE 
and willing the infeed houſe ſhould be 

' pulled down, that the Leproſic might be 
cured,that fo-he might never fin or offend 
his Father more. The ſerious thoughts. 
and ſenſe of which isa heavy burden, and® 
- matter of grief that makes him groan and 
complain. ' We in this Tabernacle groan 

' being burdened; And O how bitterly did 

. St. Paul complain, Rom. 7. 24. O wretched. 

' man that T am, who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death ? He hath been in 

" deaths often for the ſake of his dear Lord, 

- but this death, this body of ſin, troubled 
bim more than any : It, was fo great a bur- 
den: to holy. Devid,- that he felt it in his 


: | 


* very. bones, Pal, 3S. 3.. 


 . 3+ The Godly man is fit to die, when 
the. work. of Grace is perfeed, and his 
| . Generation-work ended, when the be- 
+ lieving foul hath his. veſſel. full of oil, and | 
| the. Wedding-Garment” of the Glofious 

* Rightcouſneſs of- Chriſt about him, then 

{ he.is a Veſſel -of Honour prepared unto 

| Glory, Rom.g. 23. wrought for the ſelf- 
ſame thing, 2 Cor. 4.5. and made meet, 

F or tit forthe inheritance of the Saints in 

| light; Cel..1. 12, The. Ship that Is-laden 

; or fraughted;.. is fit to put to Seay and to 

| | fail. 
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Call from henee, - ox' for its appointed Port. } 


The labourer is fit toi receive his Wages */ 
when -ke hath done his work. So when Þ 
«the -Heavenborn S6ul hath faithfully ſer- 


ved his Generation, and done the work in 
his Place,Calling, and Relations;for which - 
God fent him and intruſted him (though 
the bett fall. ſhort, being ia ſome degrees 


unprofitable ſervants) then 15 he-fit towel- 
come Death, * though to the” fleſh it is the ' 


King of Terrors. When the godly:man, 
living or dying can appeal to the heart- 
ſearching Go4, as Hezekzab did, 1/a; 35. 
and ſay, T have finiſhed the work-which thoie 
gaveſt me-'to do,” John 17. T have finifhet 


my conſe, and there is laid up for me a 


Crown of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim.4.8, This - 
makes him fit and willing to-depart to be 
with Gui: 
i When fin is ontfooal and the part ' 4 
don ſealed, 7. e. when the clamorous noiſe | 
of the oulle 'of fin in the Conſcience, is- * 
calm'd and filenc'd by the blood of ſprink- 7} 
ling, and his cvidences for Heaven brigh-- 
and clear, ſo that his better Countrey. is ' 
within view, and the gate of Glory wide * 
open,namely, abundant entrance into the-- : 
everlaſting. Ringdom. of our Lord and Sa-- 


Yiour: 
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viour Chriſt, 2 Per. 1.11, Lot had a 
" mind to prolong his time in Sodom, it was 
+ a goodly City, and he jwas not well aſſu- 
red whither to go when he had: left it. 
But when the gracious ſoul is affured of a 

© better ſtate, a better life, that's hid with 
Chriſt in God, fo that he can fay, as once 
an eminent man did, dying 1 ſhall but 

* change nly place, I ſhall not change my com- 
F. ary. He may then (being ſealed to the 
| = of Redemption) long for his diffolu- 
tion. 
5. When the heart is weaned from, and 
weary of this evil World, and: ſo inflamed 
with love to Chriſt, -that it cannot live 
without him, or be abſent from him : Ha- 
-- ving taſted of the Grapes of Eſþcel, he 
| muſi to Canaan to ſee the good Land,that 
F} goodly Mountain. A fore-ſight or g)impſe 
| .. of the ſweetneſs, beauty and glory of the 
Lord Jeſus,will cauſe moſt. vehement long- 
ing to be with him. Now let thy ſervant 
depart in peace, for mins eyes have ſeentby 
Salvation : For this we groan carnefily, 
{ And O how confidently,quictly,and com- 
 fortably may ſuch a ſoul entertain the 
thoughts of death, that hath ſincerely re- 
pented of all. fin, and-to whom fin is fo 


| gricvous a burthen, that he would Jie to I 2 
=F | be. | 
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be rid'of it. And whoſe ſoul is filled and 
fraughted with Grace, and aſſured of 
Glory, and his heart ſent as an Harbinger 
to Heaven before him... And:indeed a ſe- 
rious and hearty conſideration of our eter- 
nal ſtate would provoke us. to preſs. ear- 


neſily after. this. 


To cloſe. up all,. let. me ask you in the 
Preſence of the great Judge of quick and 
dead, (at whoſe dreadful Tribunal you 
muſt ſhortly ſiand) theſe following Que- 


ries. | 
; | Der; Is 


- Firſt, Whether a ſcaſonable preparation: 
for Death and Judgment, viz. how you 
may eſcape Hell and. come fafe to Heaven, 
be mot the moſt. urgent and important 
buſineſs you have in all the World ? Let 
your Conſcjences judge and determine, 


Der. 2.. 


* Are they not ina very happy conditi- 
on, that do believe, repent, ard” turn -to. 
God with their-whote keart ? who by li- 


| .ving a life of grace, arc truly prepared for 


"death, 


” af 
Y a 
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death, but of that dfcadful hazard of lo- 


CL: ha 8:4 ad 37 Jr y 


'. Quer. 3." 


BY it not- bolts chat you- $4 oi yet'o on 
this fide the grave and hell;.' nay prepare 
for this evil day ? ' were you reſolved upon 
it, it.would be done : you have often in- 


tended it, proiiffet it; when thall it be ? 


none but the Devil; and your Fleſh will 
op and hinder you. 


EIT 4 
Do you. firmly believe the things here. 


will fall, that Jeath will come,” that ſin, . 


that acturſed'thing will lliriand that the 
penſtent ph riners cafe at the{hoaw of 
dexthcwl tbe fid and very deſperate "Lee 
ay. to. all ſuch, there | ti6ta-ighryou 
lie down” upon your beds, but you-rana 
very great hazard: If death ſhould call, 
and you-not ready, you muſt go, though 
you be, es to COPY; Fn 25-10,11, 
I2, IN he, by r | 


MN ':: Bwtre'5, 


x Have you fo lived, as to be fit tolle 
down: 


v - 1 h 
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down In a grave, to riſe again,. and ftand 


befoxe God who is a'conſuming fire? Do f 


you know your ſelves in a ftate of Grace, 
that you are new bory, that your evidet- 
ces for Heaven are clear and certain ? Is 
your work done ? Do your Lamps burn? 
and have you a well-grounded aſſurance 
that you are” in the numbcr of thoſe to 
whom Death will be a Friviledgye' ? Phil, r 


2I, ; 
Queer, 6. 


Can you chearfully, and without FRY 
entertain, the thoughts of a diffelution, 
ad of leaving all your carthly 4nd fenfual 
delights? Suppoſe the dreadful-"judge 
ſhould at this inſtant fend death into this- 
place with the names of five or fix'of yon 
in his writ bf bf Forehead and death ſhould 

ſay, You, ard | yo, this: man, and. png 
wottian, milt"8b along with tne. - 

I have rectived a command” Fbey the 
oreat and terrible God ( who hath the 
power Death ow 'Hell)- to bring you 

young, man, you . woman , this- ay 
or. night befo ſiidgracnt Slat." 
have often end You by - ending a 
Deputies, ard that this'ten;/ twenty; 
forty years 3 every. . Coffin Y "_ el 


(230). 
Corps,. or Grave you have ſeen, was ſo 

many intimations of. my coming. Now - 
(faith death) I am come, look here upon 
my Commiſſion ,, ſee. my Dart and my 
Sting» This Dart muſt kill thy Body and 
ſend thy. ſoul into Ecernity. I command 
thee this moment to-bid adieu, to take thy 
_ deave of Friends,Relations, Houſes, Lands, 

Pleaſures of fin-- once for all. Thou ſhalt 
never ſee or enjoy them more, Lake 12. 

19,20. O how can you think of your 
dying, the Worlds burning,the Trumpets 
Meas ay the Deads rifing, and ſtanding 
at the Bar,and nor fear and tremble? You 
Sons arid Daughters of Pleaſure! Did you 
conſider ;what- horror and; aſioniſhment 
doggs you at the neels, which will inevi- 
tably-come upon youu as travel on a Wo- 
man with Child, you would not ſay unto 
Cad, depart,..a and treaſure up wrath, lay 
up ſcourges and ſcoxplons for 1 Your diftreſ> 


ſed Souls aEgind the laſt day-. 
Ouer, 7s. 


Let us ask you that paſs for Saints, ane 
hope, for Heayen,. whether your conſci-  * 
ences in, ſecret do; not tell you that you 
made but poor Preparations for it3 
JEA,, 


- = 
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__ (agn) 


| yea, ft maybe you have done lefs for Heas © | 


ven. than-many-that are now'in-Hell ?.-. 
You ſay you muſt:-die,” and come'to: 
judgment : But how ſtands the caſe as 
to the. other World ?--If you look down=- 
ward to this World, it is well, but how is 
it within with your precious ſoils ? do-you 
believe that Atheiſts, Unbelievers; Drunks-: 
ards, Swearers, Murderer-, Thieves, Per- 
ſecutors, Lyars,' Sabbath-breakers, Adul- 
rers,  Worldlings,- are going. ſwiftly .to 


Hell? Do'you believe that Chrilt's Flock 


is little, and-notyfear your ſelves? Do you 
think- that Eſau, Judas, Abrt,. 4grippa, 
Herod, Simon Magus, »\c fooliſh Tirgins,are - 
in Hell, 3nd yet confident of your going ta | 
Heaven? : Theſe: haye ,out-done many; of = 
you..' ; Efgu, wept ard ried for the bleſſing, 
Heb.12.17. Ahab bumbled bimſelf,1 Kings 
21.29, Herod did mgny things, and beard 
John joyfuHy, Mark 6.20. Agrippa was” 
almoſt a Chriſtian, A&&s26. 28, The Scribe 
was ot. far from the Kingdom of God, Mark 
12.34. . The fooliſh; Virgins .-wer= not 
prophane, they. took. care to- trim their 
Lamps, and knocked at the. door. Now 
what fins have you left ? what grace have 
you exerciſed ? what duties have you per- 


_ formed ? and how? Take heed ye be not 


deceived 5 


(259) 


I ſaltom be able; ne 3 as 
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:1"Yow havicig: ſo: mary; aevitags;"4 | 
an} means; toprepare for death and- Judg 
ment, . and: will or; who will pity .\ 
wheat youpiriſti? Godwill-not;Prov:y 26, 
27. Chih wii ior; Luke 197 

Sainc, Minifers wilt twoty-all Teo 
with them ; let thety bedamined.”- -*- 

_ -And'Oh what: 2-killing and-amszing 
Gohe will Chriſts cometh the Clouds be 
” to n—_— chav elthict: me His eSihing, 6t 
NY en Foy ir&for-it. dren 
b- pſi bene 16, Mar, 2; 3 His Cruetc 
fixtf! wavihore terrible, Luke 23.44; 45) 
47; 4%Bur'hlv bettigon he Teibaralwif 
be” mot tertible: Ther hall tht Thibes" of 
Wo" earth\ movin; Mat. 241 30. and mien 
ay to the Rods: ind/Montitains to fallon 
them; 'Rev.6;'5; 16, When they fhall fee 
ſo many thouſands and millibns- of Men 
#nd Women dragged down with tl the 
Devils of Hell,” to that burning. Lake of 
fire and 'Brimfione: "How will: -they then 
mourn for forrow: 'of htarf, ind howl for 
VeX= 


2 dectived 3\flrior 16 enter; 14109" 3ht frate 
Gate," fiv\many: will ſtrive" 48 enfey* woo 
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af. How. fo ad ea ove. 2, 


L þ | 


vexation of Splrit, and with: bitteenef&of 


ſoul wiſh theyhad never hcardiof Ghvifh, 
that they had been born-among:'the'Hea- 


_ theh;. or never had a being, or etoyed is 1 
| life of pleaſure uporil the earth: Howl 


the wretched finner beat his- breaſt, phack 
off his - hair, [tear his. bowels; crying-out 
(when he ſees all hope is gone) O-thatT 
had now no Soul ! or *ha# this immortal 
Soul were mortal | that I might now die; 
and breath no-more-! or that my ſentence 
might be but to lodge with Devils'in'this 
burning Lake for ten thouſand years, that 
fo I might not remair. in a fat of buni(l- 
ment from the face an4 preſence f God 
to all Eternity. 

O then pry ? that ſexious wg, a of © 
death  may- be-always upon | 
and whither thou goeſft, let them goz and 
where thou lodgeſi, let them lodge 3 that 
thou maiſt ſpeak of. them to thy Children 
and Family , /whetly thhu fittelt in thine 
houſe,and when thou walkeli by the way, 
and when thou. lieſt down,and when thou; 
riſeſt up. O let theſe great things of 
death and...judgment..be bound-as-a-ign 
upon thine hand, and write them upon 
the poſts of thine houſe,and on thy gates, 


that they may be always. before thine 
54 Eyes 
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eps, for th good always thi then rndyt 
$5 leſt thou forget wy Lord thy God 
- andithe'everlaſting: concernments of thy 
E * Immortal ſoul, and Gods:anger be kindled 
-& 9pinſi. thee, and: deſtroy thee ſuddenly, 

- Witha mighty defiruttion- 
'- «:;Confider now what I =D fpoken, Wy 
the Lord give thee. underſtanding in all 
things, 2 Tim. 2. 3: Which is that God 
wiſheth in the Text, O that they were wiſe, 
tbat . they whderftond th this, me _ would 
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